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Parish Staff 
Rev. Joel Fortier – Pastor, jfortier@stapostle.org 
Rev. Rodolphe Arty, Associate Pastor, x 103, rarty@stapostle.org 
Rev. Bob Colaresi, O. Carm. – Weekend Associate 
Fr. Pat Brennan, Weekend Associate, pbrennan@theclareatwatertower.com 
Rev. Mr. William Worden, D. Min. – Deacon, x105 
Rev. Mr. Chuck Lane – Deacon, x220, chucklane2@juno.com 
Rev. Mr. Jim Breen – Deacon, 630.357.4853,  jimb4853@yahoo.com 
Rev. Mr. Larry Kearney – Deacon, x225, lrkearney@comcast.net 
Rev. Mr. Michael Barrett – Deacon , x220, meabarrett@att.net 
Liturgy 
Kate Cuddy – Director of Music and Liturgy, x112, kcuddy@stapostle.org 
Jessi Allured – Asst. Director of Music and Liturgy, x111, jallured@stapostle.org 
Lori Culberson – Liturgy Coordinator, x120, lculberson@stapostle.org 
Angie Tuttle – Liturgy Office Assistant, x110, atuttle@stapostle.org 
Theresa Sheliga* – Sacristan Coordinator, x116 
Faith Formation 
Sandy Renehan, Principal at All Saints Catholic Academy 630.961.6125 
Chari Rosales – Director of Adult Education & RCIA x138, crosales@stapostle.org 
Kevin Pranaitis – Director of High School Youth Ministry, x123, ym@stapostle.org 
Brett Adams – Coordinator of Middle School Faith Formation, x117,  
badams @stapostle.org 
Patti Dougherty – Director of Religious Education, x109, pdougherty@stapostle.org 
Nancy Cirmo – Religious Education Assistant, x118, ncirmo@stapostle.org 
Marge Coronado – Religious Education Assistant, x219, mcoronado@stapostle.org 
Anne Schultz – Adult Faith Formation Assistant, x113, aschultz@stapostle.org 
Lynne Vehlewald* – Librarian, x125, library@stapostle.org 
Outreach and Social Justice 
Michael Ryder – Director of Outreach & Social Justice, x121, mryder@stapostle.org 
Anne Schultz – OSJ Partner, x113, aschultz@stapostle.org 
Sally Meno* – OSJ Financial, x137, smeno@stapostle.org 
Pastoral Care 
Jan Olah – Director of Pastoral Care, x124 
Felicia Lawlor*, M.S., R.N. – Faith Community Nurse, x104, flawlor@stapostle.org 
Rose Grumbine*, R.N., – Faith Community Nurse, x104, rgrumbine@stapostle.org 
Administration 
Janet Simmons – Finance/Business Officer, x106, jsimmons@stapostle.org 
Diane McQueen – Gen Office Administrative Asst, x101, dmcqueen@stapostle.org 
Kathy Ferguson – Gen Office Administrative Asst, x100, mainoffice@stapostle.org 
Marilyn DeMeo* – Database Coordinator (T/Th), x107, mdemeo@stapostle.org 
Pat Berkhout – Evening/Saturday Receptionist, x119, nitecrew@stapostle.org 
Angie Tuttle – Bulletin Editor, Graphic Design, x110, atuttle@stapostle.org 
Susan Francesconi* – Welcoming Ministry, x108, sfrancesconi@stapostle.org  
Bob Hartmann Facility Manager, x133, facility@stapostle.org 
Pastoral Leadership Community 
John Ball 630.554.0687 
Christine Berta 579.4294 
Pam Foster 699.3044 
Commission Facilitators  
Worship    Kate Cuddy  355.8980 
Parish Life    
Faith Formation Chris Baker   548.1733 
Administration  Charles Haydon  369.2262 
Service    Carol Healy  961.0942 

Liturgy Schedule 
Daily  
  (Monday — Friday) 
  Communion Service — 6:30 a.m. 
  Rosary — 8:10 a.m. 
  Mass — 8:30 a.m.  
  (Saturday) 
  Communion Service —  8:30 a.m.  

Weekend  
  Saturday Vigil — 4:30 p.m. 
  Sunday — 7:30, 9:00, 10:45 a.m.,  
     and 6:30 p.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament                  
every first Friday, 9:00 — 9:30 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Reconciliation is available Saturday, 3:30 to 4:15 p.m., 
or after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in the Reconciliation Room 
of the Chapel. Fr. Joel is available during the week by 
appointment. Communal Penance services are held 
occasionally throughout the year. 
Sick and Home Bound 
Call the Church Office to receive prayer/Eucharist 
from a priest, deacon or Minister of Care. 
Baptism 
Baptisms are usually celebrated 2-3 Sundays each 
month at a 12:30 p.m. service. On selected dates,  
Baptisms are celebrated at weekend Masses. Parents 
are required to attend an awareness and renewal  
evening prior to the Baptism. Call the Church Office  
a few months in advance to make arrangements. 
Matrimony 
A couple planning on being married at St. Thomas 
should contact the church six months in advance.   
One year is preferred. Either the bride or groom,  
or their parents, must be a registered parishioner  
for at least three months prior to calling to set a date. 
Religious Education 
Call the 305-6318 to register. 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
Any person wanting to learn more about the Catholic 
Faith, or to join our Catholic community should call  
the church at 355-8980. 
Counseling Service 
Call Samarian Interfaith 357-2456 or Jan Olah,  
Pastoral Care 355-8980 x 124. 
Sunday Nursery 
Nursery  care is available for your child age one 
(walking) to four at the 9 & 10:45 a.m. Mass.  
For more information call the church office. 



     The scriptures today press the message we heard last 
week. We need to understand the heart of the Law! In the 
Old Testament reading the Book of Leviticus (the book of 
the law) we hear: “Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am 
holy...You shall not bear hatred for your sister or brother in 
your heart...take no revenge and cherish no grudge against 
anyone. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the 
Lord!”  
     And there is no other! That is the law of the Lord our 
God, the law of Christ. St. Paul presses it further with the 
revelation of the mystery of Christ in us. “Do you not know 

that you are a temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?”  
     Think about it...the divine Presence and 
energy which forms, guides, sustains, and 
directs the universe is in us. There is a way 
and a direction the Lord intends for the  
universe, and our lives to go, and we need  
to be in sync with it in order for us to  
experience harmony and peace. It’s really 
quite a simple message.  

     It is also probably the most challenging and difficult 
thing to do in life; to submit our will to the mind and will of 
God. It requires a dying so transformation can take place; 
the paradoxical truth of the gospel, “it is only in dying that 
you come to life,” to be holy like God.  
     We heard it in the first reading and we hear it in the  
gospel: “You have heard it said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy,’ but I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you 
may be children of God, for he makes the sun rise on the 
bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and  
the unjust....So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” 
     We are to exercise “benevolentia” rather than 
“malevolentia”, to wish someone good, rather than evil.  
We are to love and pray for our persecutors, even to wish 
that they would change for the good, rather than that they  
be destroyed or harm come to them.  
     We hear and understand that God’s perfection consists  
in the ability to love the good and bad. God’s perfection 
consists in the ability to love imperfect people, like us. 
“You are to be perfect as God is perfect.” “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord!”   
     May we always be able to treat each other with the  
same kindness and understanding with which God  
treats us! 
 
In Christ’s love, Fr. Joel  

Dear Friends, 

Welcome Guests  
and Visitors! 
 

We’re so glad you’re here and invite you  
to walk the path of faith with us. Our goal  
is to provide a spiritual home where all are 
welcome, where the healing, reconciling, 
liberating love of God flows through us to 
all people. We believe the church is the  
sacrament of God’s saving presence in the 
world. 
 

Would you like to become a Parishioner? 
Join us in the gym for Welcome Sunday  
after the following Masses: 
Sunday, February 27 
9:00 and 10:45am 

Seventh Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

February 20, 2011 

Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy. 
— Leviticus 19:2b 

“God’s perfection 
consists in  
the ability  

to love  
imperfect people, 

like us. “ 
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Hymnal 
Tips 
101 

  Worship Commission 

Host Greeters — We are in need of host 
greeters, especially at the 4:30 pm Mass.  
If you are interested in being a vital 
member of this ministry, please contact 
Lori Culberson in the Liturgy Office. 

Wedding Workshop 
     The next music and liturgy workshop to help  
couples choose music and prepare their wedding  
mass or ceremony will be held Saturday, February 26  
from 10:00 a.m. to Noon in the Church. 
     All couples who will be wed at St. Thomas must attend one of these 
workshops which are held several times throughout the year. This work-
shop should not be confused with the Engaged Couples Retreat Day, 
which couples must also attend. After February 26, the next workshops 
are April 9 and September 17. Contact Diane 630.355.8980x101 or 
dmcqueen@stapostle.org to register. 

Reach Out… 
Get Involved! 

Presider’s Schedule—Feb 26/27 
Saturday 
4:30 pm Fr. Joel Fortier 
Sunday 
7:30 am Fr. Pat Brennan 
9:00 am Fr. Bob Colaresi 
10:45 am Fr. Dof Arty 
6:30 pm Fr. Dof Arty 

Roman Missal Changes 
     Have you been hearing about the up-
coming changes to the Roman Missal?  
Are you concerned or curious as to what 
this means? If so, keep checking the bul-
letin for upcoming events to educate 
yourself, and share your concerns and 
questions about the changes. Attending 
the workshop that Chari Rosales is giving 
on the Mass would be a good start!   
Classes are February 21 and 28 at 7 pm in 
the Chapel. (see page 7) 

     We have been made aware that some folks are struggling 
with using the hymnals. One of the reasons we cite the hymnal 
songs in the worship aide is because we pay a copyright fee 
every time we print a song. Since we’ve already paid for the 
hymnals, it’s a waste of the parish’s money to double pay for 
the rights to a song. Citing the songs in the hymnal also helps 
our efforts to be green! 
Are you having a hard time finding the song being sung  
in the hymnal before it’s over? Here’s an idea!   

Use your worship aide as a bookmark for the next    
song, and leave the hymnal on your lap or next to      
you, then when the song begins, you will be ready to go!   
Happy singing! 
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Pray For Our Parish 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, February 21, 2011 
8:30 †Anne Battisto, by Vito Battisto 
   
Tuesday, February 22, 2011 
8:30 †Hilda & George Heck, by The Myers Family 
 
Wednesday, February 23, 2011 
8:30 †Pat Huff, by Martha Lopez 
  Special Intention for Harry & Lorraine Brozynski 
 
Thursday, February 24, 2011 
8:30 †Avril (Babe) Baker, by Fr. Joel Fortier 
 
Friday, February 25, 2011 
8:30 †Michael Califano, by John & Colette Mahoney 
  †Lucy Canova, by  John & Colette Mahoney 
 
Saturday, February 26, 2011 
4:30 †Lenore Loomos, by John & Joyce Drechen 
  †John Magiera, by The Casey Family 
   
Sunday, February 27, 2011 
9:00 †Bob Schmitt, by Patricia & Kathleen Schmitt 
  †Christopher Zimmer, by The Ribbons Family 
10:45 For the People of St. Thomas 
6:30 †Eduardo Bentain, by Family 

for the sick… 
Ella Straka, wife of Steve 
Shirley Shepherd 
Michael Sage, son of Marlene 
Dan DeGeeter, son of Dean 
Janice Veome, mother of Chris Cast 
Keenan McKenna,  
    grandson of John & Eleanor McNicholas 
Rita Norton, mother of Pat Braida 
Kay Zigrossi, mother of Sue Orsini 
Tyson Freeman, cousin of Kim Thornton 
Isabelle Mazur, sister of Loretta Rejman 
Martha Sherlag, aunt of Kevin and Sylvia Bauler 
 
for the deceased… 
Tim Murnane, Sr. 
 
for those recently married… 
Christopher Phelan and Marie Mullinix  

Today’s Readings 
First Reading — Take no revenge and cherish no 
grudge; love your neighbor as yourself.  
(Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18). 
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103). 
Second Reading — You are the temple of God, and 
holy (1 Corinthians 3:16-23). 
Gospel — Offer no resistance; love your enemies 
(Matthew 5:38-48). 
 
Readings for the Week 
Mon: Sir 1:1-10; Mk 9:14-29 
Tues: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19 
Wed: Sir 4:11-19; Mk 9:38-40 
Thurs: Sir 5:1-8; Mk 9:41-50 
Fri: Sir 6:5-17; Mk 10:1-12 
Sat: Sir 17:1-15; Mk 10:13-16 
Sun: Is 49:14-15; Ps 62; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34 
 
 

I will not die an unlived life, 
I will not go in fear 
Of falling or catching fire, 
I choose to inhabit my days, 
To allow my living to open to me, 
To make me less afraid, 
More accessible, 
To loosen my heart 
Until it becomes a wing, 
A torch, a promise. 
I chose to risk my significance: 
To live. 
So that which comes to me as seed, 
Goes to the next as blossom, 
And that which comes to me as blossom, 
Goes on as fruit. 
 

— Dawna Markova 
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Faith and Spiritual Formation Commission 

     After Paul’s not-so-little conversion experience 
(Acts 9), he was eventually accepted by the rest  
of the Apostles and allowed to stay with them and 
learn how to become a disciple of Christ. Paul 
spent approximately 10 years under the tutelage  
of the other Apostles before he set out on his own 
to spread the “good news.” Paul primarily targeted 
gentile audiences throughout the regions of mod-
ern day Turkey and Greece. 
     Ultimately Paul visited and established small 
Christian communities in cities such as Thessalo-
nica, Corinth and Ephesus. Why was it so impor-
tant that these cities were represented with Chris-
tian communities? Because they were among the 
major seaports, capitols or central trade routes of 
their day. These cities attracted people from all 
over the known world. And that allowed Christian-
ity to spread far and wide and rival other major 
religious belief systems. 

C.A.R.E. CORNER     

St. Joseph’s Table:  
Save the Date – March 19, 2011 
      Continuing with tradition, St. Thomas will host a 
St. Joseph’s Table Saturday, March 19, St. Joseph ’s 
Day. This is a wonderful Italian tradition of opening 
our doors and hearts to the poor and hungry.  
     All interested in helping with this dinner, can 
email Joe Cuzzone at St.JosephTable@yahoo.com to 
be part of the planning. Join in to honor St. Joseph 
and to support those in need in our area. 

     Feeling the urge to put on 
your dancin’ shoes? Got a 
wedding coming up? Or just 
want to beat the winter blahs? 
     Learn or brush up on your 
steps at the dance lessons be-
ing offered on Thursdays, 
February 24 and March 3 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the  
St. Thomas Auditorium by 
Diana Giarusso, a profes-
sional instructor. At only $20 
per couple, they’re quite a 
bargain (and would make a 
terrific gift!).  

     To register, contact Chari Rosales at  
630.355.8980 x138 or crosales@stapostle.org. 

Congratulations! 
     On Saturday, February 19, staff member Anne 
Schultz of the OSJ Office and parishioner Tony 
Wycklendt, active in Youth Ministry, received certi-
fication in the New Wine Lay Ministry  
Program. This capped a three-year journey of  
academic learning, ministry and leadership forma-
tion, and retreats, along with 11 other men and 
women from a cluster of seven parishes of the Dio-
cese of Joliet.  
     We congratulate them on their perseverance and 
achievement, wishing them God’s choicest blessings 
on their future in ministry as they become, with us, 
“Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord.” 

Rediscovering Love 
Open Mind, Open Heart 
Sincerely yours: Letters from the Heart 
Transformed by Love 
The Heart of a Saint 
Love is Letting Go Of Fear 

Check it Out! 
     As we journey through February, we naturally think in terms of the heart and love. In keeping  
with this theme, please check out the bookrack in the Gathering Area this month for these titles: 
 

      Lesson of the Heart 
      Living Love 
      Unconditional Love  
      On The Virtues of the Human Heart 
      Love Without Conditions 
      Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World 
      Covenant of Love 
 

Check out these books as well as the books in the Resource Center! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Annual Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Saturday March 12 
     The St. Thomas Annual Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast is slated for Sat-
urday, March 12. The day will 
begin with Mass at 8:30  
followed by Breakfast in the 
Gym. The speaker is Ray 
McElroy, Team  Chaplain for the 
Chicago Bears 
     Ray is a native of Chicago, 
Proviso West alum and graduate 
from Eastern Illinois University. 
He has a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Economics and he is a 
licensed minister. McElroy is de-
voting his post football career to 
encouraging youth, young adults 
and families through A Ray of 
Hope on Earth. McElroy is the 
current Team Chaplain for the 
Chicago Bears football club and a 
full-time professional, motiva-
tional speaker who for the past 8 
years has been bringing the life-
changing message of Jesus Christ 
to the masses.    
     With the winning combination 
of his high-energy and athleticism 
along with the powerful message 
of truth, McElroy has successfully 
captured the minds, thoughts and 
actions of thousands of youth 
across America. Students and 
principals alike have confirmed 
McElroy's message is hard-
hitting, clear-cut and decisive as 
well as enlightening, empowering 
and equipping everyone with 
valuable skills to take their life to 
a higher level.  

The Mass 
Ever Ancient, Ever New 

 
Monday, Feb 21 & 28, 7-9 pm 

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel, Naperville, IL 
 

�  What are the essentials of our liturgy? 
�  Why do they still matter? 
�  How and why did the Mass and the Roman Missal evolve? 
�  How does ritual language and action shape our prayer? 
�  The liturgy is at the heart of the Church — is it in our hearts 

and lives? 
 

Come to explore, interact with, and pray the Mass! 
To reserve your seat, or for more information, contact  

Chari Rosales in the Adult Faith Formation Office  
630.355.8980 ext. 138 or crosales@stapostle.org. 

Parish Lenten Mission: March 14—16 
With Fr. Pat Brennan—Companions on the Journey 
     Fr. Pat Brennan will begin our Lenten observance presenting our Parish Mission “Companions on the Journey,”  
March 14-16. He will preach at all Masses the weekend of March 12/13, then offer three evening sessions from 7-8:15pm: 
 

 Mon, March 14: Breakdowns that become breakthroughs – conversion 
 Tues, March 15: Did Jesus really start a Church? – the Reign of God 
 Wed, March 16: Servant leadership: All are called   The parish reconciliation service will conclude the evening. 
 

A Morning of Renewal will follow the 8:30am Mass on Tuesday, March 15, as Fr. Pat guides us along “The Way of  
Forgiveness.” 
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? 
Families: Take some time to discuss  
and reflect on the readings of the week. 
 

Question  
of the Week...   

When have I turned the other cheek? 

Religious Education 
Scouts Earn Religious Medals 
     Several Scouts have worked hard to receive their  
religious medals. The following Boy Scouts received 
the “Light of Christ” Medals:  
Jack Cook, Aiden Jaramillo and Carson Theis.  
 

These Boy Scouts received the “Parvuli Dei  
Emblem” which means Children of God:  
Kevin Castillo, Gavin Jaramillo and Joshua  
Monteiro.  
            

Recently Matthew Russ earned the “Ad Altare  
Dei” (which means “To the Altar of God”)  
religious medal. 
 

The following Girl Scouts earned  
“I Live My Faith” religious medal:  
Kaitlyn Castillo, Sophia Cook,  
Avalon Dufkis, Julia Grove,  
Maggie Koszala, Stefanie Meerman  
and Nell Urso.  
 

These Girl Scouts received “The Family  
of God” religious medal:  
Kelly Ahr, Claire Brown, Megan Cablk,  
Jillian Carroll, Fiona Curran, Sarah Fournier, 
Isabelle Marcus, Natalie Meerman, Eve Osepek, 
Elizabeth Urso, Brooke Williamson and Eleanor 
Zega. 
 

     Congratulations Scouts on your hard work! 
 
Tutor Needed 
     Are you interested in helping an eighth grader with 
his Social Studies and Math? This youth truly needs 
your help. Can you volunteer your services for this 
young man? You will be making a difference in his 
life. Contact Patti Dougherty, 
pdougherty@stapostle.org or 630.355.8980 x 109 for 
more information. 

St. Thomas Teens With Character 
Sponsors Event to Feed Children 

 

“Blessed are those who are generous,  
because they feed the poor.”  

– Proverbs 22:9 
 
     Everyday 18,000 children die every day from 
starvation. You can make a difference for those 
children by volunteering at Feed My Starving 
Children (FMSC). 
     The St. Thomas Teens with Character group is 
sponsoring an upcoming session at FMSC in 
Aurora. You are invited to join them for a FMSC 
packing session. Families are welcome, but teens 
can be dropped off and picked up at the specified 
times. 
Date:  Wed, Feb 23 
Time:  6:15 — 8:30 pm 
Location:  FMSC, 555 Exchange Court, Aurora 
Website:  www.fmsc.org 
Special notes:  Volunteers should wear closed-
toed, comfortable shoes. Please stay home if you 
are sick. 
RSVPs:  We have 40 SPOTS reserved for this 
particular session.  RSVP as soon as possible to 
secure your spot.  Please contact Brett Adams at 
badams@stapostle.org or 630.355.8980, x 117.  
Specify the number of adults and children attend-
ing (as a guideline children 7th grade and below 
should be accompanied by a parent). 
 
High School Youth Ministry Update 
     More than 90 Juniors received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation Friday and it was an amazing celebra-
tion as a community. I’d like to extend a special thank 
you to all the parents, volunteers, the Liturgy Office, 
and especially the teens for making it such a Spirit-
filled night! Let’s all continue to pray for these young 
men and women as they continue their faith journeys 
with zeal. A list of those confirmed can be found on 
the web, www.discoveryouthministry.com.   
 

Upcoming Dates: 
Feb 20,  Pancake Breakfast (830am-12:3pm) 
Quest 5pm (or 4:30pm for Jesse Manibusan) 
Feb 27, Journey Night, 5pm: “Lent & Prayer” 
with John Grossman 
Mar 6, Journey Night, 5pm, “Chastity & Purity” 
with Jeffrey Dean 
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Service Commission 
Outreach & Social Justice 

     40 Days For Life is an ecumenical, faith-based ef-
fort made up of three key components: 
 

� 40 Days of Prayer & Fasting for an end to abortion. 
� 40 Days of Peaceful Vigil outside the local offices 

of Planned Parenthood at New York & Eola Streets. 
� 40 Days of Grass Roots Outreach to take a positive 

pro-life message to every corner of the city. 
 
     During Lent, from March 9 to April 17, Ash 
Wednesday to Palm Sunday, there will be daily prayer 
from 8 am until 7 pm in front of the Planned Parent-
hood clinic, 3051 East New York Street in Aurora. 
Sign up to provide prayerful witness to the value of 
the life of the unborn child and his/her parents. 
     If you are called to participate, there will be a 
meeting to sign up and to get more information at St. 
Thomas the Apostle at 10:15 am on Sunday, March 6.  
     You can also go to the website below to sign up for 
a specific day and time to pray and witness at Planned 
Parenthood. The web site also has much more infor-
mation. 
 

www.40daysforlife.com/aurora-il 

     There are three opportunities free tax return prepa-
ration for individuals and families. Income limits vary. 
See the fliers on the credenza in the Gathering Area or 
visit www.stapostle.org for detailed information. 

Brown Family: Liam, Shannon, and Erin  
with parents Dale & Beth 

 
 
Warm a Heart – Soup Can Drive 
     Erin and Liam Brown (grades 7 & 5 respec-
tively at All Saints Catholic Academy) held their 
fourth annual “Warm a Heart” soup drive in their 
neighborhood. Over the years they have collected 
over 500 cans of soup. The latest drive brought in 
87 cans of soup which will warm the stomachs and 
the hearts of our Care Pantry families. Thanks and 
blessings to Erin & Liam for being the hands and 
feet of Jesus and for putting their faith into action. 

Free Tax Return 
Preparation … 
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Seniors Invited  
to Defer Property Taxes 
     Qualified senior citizens aged 65 years and 
older are invited to apply for the Senior Citizen 
Real Estate Tax Deferral Program offered 
through the DuPage County Treasurer's office by 
the State of Illinois. This program allows quali-
fied senior citizens to defer property tax pay-
ments until the property is sold. In other words, 
once you qualify, you don't pay real estate taxes 
until you sell the property or no longer own it. 
The deferral is treated as a loan and accrues 6 
percent simple interest until paid. To qualify, the 
senior citizen's household income cannot exceed 
$50,000. Additionally, the property must be used 
exclusively for primary residential purposes. The 
application period closes March 1, 2011. For 
more information, go online at treas-
urer.dupageco.org or call the DuPage County 
Treasurer's Office at 630.407.5900. 

Lakota Coat (and blanket and  
T-Shirt) Collection 
     From mid-December to mid-January, the  St. Thomas 
community collected cold winter wear for the Lakota Indi-
ans of the Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota. A partial 
shipment was sent in late December. Last week the remain-
der of what was collected was shipped. In total, just over 
100 large bags of coats/boots/mittens was sent. In addition, 
over 600 brightly colored fleece blankets that we received 
through Project Linus, as well as 7 large boxes of T-Shirts 
donated by the Lions Club, was shipped.  
     Thanks to parishioner Russ Kolkay and Lovejoy for 
opening their warehouse for our shipping needs. 
     In early January, St. Thomas was gifted by the Lakota 
Indians with a hand crafted quilt. The eight points of the star 
represent the eight tribes of the Lakota Nation. 
     A meeting will be held in the near future to discuss and 
discern if and how the parish might move forward with a 
relationship with the Lakota Indians. If you have an interest 
in participating in that meeting, contact Anne Schultz in the 
Outreach and Social Justice Office  630.255.8980, 
aschultz@stapostle.org). 

Diane & Sally pack coats and blankets at the Lovejoy warehouse 

Lakota Indian quilt hanging in the St. Thomas sanctuary 

Duchity Cholera Update and Haiti 
Medical Team Fundraiser 
     The latest information from our Twinning 
village of Duchity is that the instances of new 
cholera cases have subsided to less than one a 
day. Effort is being spent to educate people to 
protect themselves from contracting the disease. 
     Two medical mission teams will travel to 
Duchity, Haiti, in April. They are organizing 
fundraising activities to pay for medications for 
their trips. Below is the next opportunity. 
 

LUCKY STRIKE CHICAGO is providing 
bowling, shoe rental, food, live music from This 
End Up, and an amazing silent auction! Some of 
auction items featured: a one-night stay at a five-
star hotel downtown, tickets to Second City, 
seats to a Chicago sporting event (Bulls, Black-
hawks, etc.), an M2 Boutique item, certificate to 
fine dining restaurant, and a case of fine wine.  
     Come for a night of bowling, food, and fun! 
$25 per person or $40 per couple (cash only). 
100% of donations go toward medical supplies 
for Duchity 
WHEN: Sat, March 5, 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Lucky Strike Chicago  
322 East Illinois St., Chicago 
 

     For donations in lieu of attendance,  make 
check payable to: St. Thomas OSJ (MEMO: 
Haiti Medical). For additional information on the 
medical missions, contact Anita Berry 
(anitadberry@gmail.com). 
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Pastoral Care 
Big Boomin’ Heart Month 
     Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital’s  
Eighth  Annual Big Boomin’ Heart Fair 
   Saturday, February 26 
   8:00 to 11 a.m. 
Main Hospital. Lower Level Atrium 
Free: Cholesterol & Diabetes Screening 
(requires registration & 12 hour fast) 
Free: Heart Healthy screenings (asthma,  
pulmonary function, blood pressure and 
more) 
Tour the state-of-the-art Cardiac Catheteriza-
tion and Electrophysiology Laboratories 
Cardiologists will host question and answer 
sessions (8:30am, 9:30am, 10:30 am) 
Visit 30 informative booths and receive free 
gifts 
To register for cholesterol and diabetes 
screening please call 1.800.3.ADVOCATE 
(1.800.323.8622) 

St. Thomas  
BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday 
February 28 

Giving the gift of life!  
 
Call the church office 630.355.8980 

or go to http://iwebb.heartlandbc.org 
to make an appointment.  The site  

is directly accessible from the  
St. Thomas website.  

 
Walk-ins are always welcome. 

Does your family struggle with a mental illness? If 
so, you are not alone! NAMI (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) of DuPage County has free courses 
for family members starting in January and February 
in Naperville and Wheaton. For more information or 
to register, go to www.namidupage.org (click on 
Education), or call 630-752-0066, ext. 210. 

Parish Nurse Note: 
Controlling High Blood Pressure 
     Hypertension has no symptoms or warning signs. Yet it can be 
so dangerous to your health and well-being, it has earned the nick-
name “the silent killer.” 
     An alarming one in three American adults has high blood pres-
sure. But there’s some hopeful news behind this troubling trend: 
more people realize they have the condition and are being success-
fully treated for it than in years past. According to the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey of 2007-2008, about half 
of all people with high blood pressure now have it under control – 
a considerable improvement over the 35% control rate documented 
in the 1999-2004 survey. 
     There’s still room for progress. Many people with high blood 
pressure (known medically as hypertension) don’t even know they 
have it. When elevated blood pressure is accompanied by abnor-
mal cholesterol and blood sugar levels, the damage to your arter-
ies, kidneys, and heart accelerates exponentially. 
     Fortunately, high blood pressure is easy to detect and treat. 
More than 200 different medications are available to treat this 
common problem, which means if you experience side effects 
from a specific drug, chances are good that you and your physician 
can find an effective alternative that doesn’t cause those effects. 
But everyone with high blood pressure should also make a serious 
effort to eat healthfully and exercise regularly, which can, in some 
cases, bring blood pressure into a normal range without medica-
tion. 
     In terms of healthy eating, there’s now a clear mandate to eat 
less salt, the primary source of sodium in the diet. Americans cur-
rently consume about 3,400 milligrams (mg) of sodium daily. But 
the proposed 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans call for less 
than half that amount – just 1,500 mg. The stakes are so high for 
our nation’s health that Congress asked the Institute of Medicine 
(IOM) to recommend strategies to cut sodium levels in processed 
and prepared food. 
 

Source: Harvard Health Publications 
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Last Weekend’s stewardship  
of financial gifts... 

Weekly Sunday Offertory  
Feb 6, 2011 (week 33)  
 Automatic Direct Debit   
 Mailed in & stock donations                           
 Total for week 
*Based on Collection Counters Reports 

Fiscal Year (7/1 to 6/30) to date: 
Weekly Average 7/1/10 to date: 
Offertory Goal Year to Date 
Over/short of goal to date: 
Goal for Fiscal Year 7/1 to 6/30 
Remaining for Fiscal Year goal 
Diocesan Appeal Updated Results 
Parish Appeal Goal: 
Pledges Received: 
% of Goal pledged to date: 
Remaining amount to goal 
Number of Appeal Donors: 

 
$20,966 
$18,194 
$7,806 

$46,966 
 

$1,165,330 
$35,313 

$1,179,387 
($14,057) 

$1,858,400 
$693,070 

 
$142,782 
$109,272 

76.53 
$33,510 

624 

Stewardship:  
It’s a way of Life 
 

Jesus teaches us by word and example to love our 
neighbor.  We can rightly ask, who is my 
neighbor?  Does Jesus mean only those who are 
related to me?  Does it include the person next 
door?  How about the stranger, the immigrant, the 
foreigner or the refugee?  Does he also mean my 
enemy?  Scripture teaches that it is all of these. 

St. Patrick’s Residence Hosts Annual  
St. Patrick’s Day Party 
     The Guild of St. Patrick’s Residence invites you, your fam-
ily and all your friends to attend the party of all parties. The St. 
Patrick’s Day “Come To Mom’s House” Party is the one day of 
the year when the House turns into a revolving door of enter-
tainment and fun for all. Join us on Sunday, March 6th begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for a day of Irish musicians, Irish 
and Scottish dancers, children’s games and face painting, raffle 
and more. Traditional food such as Irish soda bread from 
Winston’s Market, corned beef sandwiches and hot dogs will 
be available for purchase. Super St. Patrick’s Sweepstakes in-
clude a Grand Prize of airfare to Ireland and other Irish sur-
prises. St. Patrick “himself” will be making an appearance. All 
proceeds will benefit St. Patrick’s Residence. Come join this 
wonderful Irish celebration. 
     For more information regarding the St. Patrick’s Day Party 
or to donate items to the event raffle, please contact Madelene 
Bernar at 630.416.6565, ext. 511. St. Patrick’s Residence is a 
not-for-profit, 210-bed nursing and rehabilitation facility served 
by the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged and Infirm located at 
1400 Brookdale Road in Naperville. 

2011 Pilgrimages led by Fr. Bob Colaresi, O. Carm. 
 

Aug 28 – Sept 8, 2011 - A Pilgrimage through France, in the life 
and spirituality of St. Thérèse; includes Lourdes, Lisieux, Normandy 
Beaches, Mont St. Michel, St. Malo, Alençon, Chartres and Paris - 
$3,900, double occupancy. 
 

Oct 23 – Nov 3, 2011 – Holy Land Pilgrimage, Jerusalem, Mount 
of Olives, Gethsemane, Way of the Cross, Bethlehem, Dead Sea, 
Massada, Qumran, Emmaus, Jaffa, Mount Carmel, the Galilee, Naz-
areth, Cana, Capernaum, Mt. of Beatitudes, Sea of Galilee, Tabgha, 
River Jordan, Mt. Tabor, Beit Shean.  $3,960, double occupancy. 
 
For further information, brochure or registration form,  contact:  
Darlene Jindra, Carmelite Spiritual Center, 8433 Bailey Road, 
Darien, IL 60561, 630-969-4141  - CSCRetreat@aol.com 
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Jobs Ministry  
 Weekly Networking Meeting 
 Friday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  
(after the 8:30 a.m. Liturgy) Gym 

Administration  Commission 
THE WEEK AHEAD... 
Monday,  Feb. 21 
4:15—5:15 p.m. Youth Choir, Church 
7:00—9:30 p.m. Coed Volleyball, Gym 
7:00—8:30 p.m. NAMI, Youth Center 
7:00—9:00 p.m. The Mass Part I, Chapel 
 
Tuesday,  Feb. 22 
10:00 —11:00 a.m. Care Pantry, Gym 
3:45—5:15 p.m. Stay, Play, Pray, Gym 
7:00—9:00 p.m. Voices of Faith, Church 
7:00—9:00 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group, Judea 
7:00—9:00 p.m. Adult Basketball, Gym 
7:00—9:30 p.m. Just Matters, Senior Center 
 
Wednesday,  Feb. 23 
6:00—10:00 p.m. ALPHA, Lighthouse 
7:00—9:00 p.m. Jobs Ministry, Gym 
7:00—9:30 p.m. Sojourners Rehearsal, Church 
 
Thursday,  Feb. 24 
9:!5—11:15 a.m. Spread the Word Bible Study, Senior Center 
4:15—5:30 p.m. Jammers, Church 
6:00—7:15 p.m. Journey Praise, Church 
7:30—9:00 p.m. Dance Class, Gym 
7:30—9:00 p.m. Spread the Word Bible Study, Senior Center 
 
Friday,  Feb. 25 
Furlough Day—Building Closed after 8:30 am Mass 
 
Saturday,   Feb. 26 
10:00 am-12:00 p.m. Wedding Music Workshop, Church 
10:15—11:15 a.m. Rainbows, Ministry Center 
4:00—7:00 p.m. RCIA, Senior Center 
          
Sunday,   Feb. 27 
7:30am-12:30 p.m. Welcome & Donut Sunday, Gym 
9:00—11:45 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Children , Ministry Center 

Keynote Speaker Night  
February Presentation 
Wed, Feb 23, 7:00 pm:  
Who Were YOU Born to Be? 
presented by Steve Olsher 
     Imagine being on the brink of losing everything 
you’ve worked for decades to attain. Couple this with 
sitting bedside next to someone you love who is on 
the verge of dying and having a vision of your own 
funeral where the words being spoken graveside are: 
“Here lies _____ who dedicated his (or her) life to 
chasing the almighty dollar.”  
     As these words are spoken, you realize that your 
life to that point was all about you and those closest 
to you and that your existence would have zero im-
pact on anyone outside of your restricted circle. As 
you feel your soul tremble, you hear the most impor-
tant question you’ve ever been asked. This question, 
and its life-changing answer, inspires you to shift 
your life 180 degrees towards a life of service that not 
only makes an inordinate difference in the lives of 
those that walk the Earth with you, but also of those 
in lifetimes to come. This is your chance to heed the 
inherent blueprint that already exists within you.  
     This is Steve’s story. And through his award-
winning writing and renown presentations and Work-
shops, he helps others live powerfully, live on-
purpose, and identify their WHAT—the one thing 
they were born to do—and create a step-by-step plan 
of action for bringing their WHAT to fruition. 
Who Were You Born To Be? is an inspiring, interac-
tive, life-changing presentation that will teach 
you how to leverage proven shortcuts and strategies 
of the successful to create happiness and fulfillment 
now, identify your WHAT, and help you 
move powerfully towards a lifetime of contribution. 
  

BIO: Steve Olsher is “America’s Reinvention Expert.” A 
successful entrepreneur who has applied his street smarts, 
business acumen, and communication skills to a wide range 
of endeavors, he is the founder of the Reinvention Work-
shop, host of Reinvention Radio, as heard on 1100 AM 
KFNX in Phoenix, Arizona,  and author of USA Book 
News’ 2010 “Self-Help Book of The Year” Journey To 
You: A Step-by-Step Guide to Becoming Who You Were 
Born to Be.  Steve lives in Chicago with his wife, Lena, 
and their three sons, Bobby, Isaiah and Xavier—who re-
mind him every day why his motto is “Let Love Rule.” 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 1500 Brookdale Road, 
Naperville, IL 60563  630.355.8980.  Friday meeting  for-
mats include announcements, speaker presentation,   and 2 
rounds of networking. Prepare your elevator speech, and 
bring handbills to pass out to 20 fellow networkers.  
Wednesday night is speaker only, no formal  networking.  
Contact Jim Breen at jimb4853@yahoo.com for more info. 


