
The Season of Advent 2019

Greetings St. Thomas  
the Apostle community,

The Season of Advent provides us 
all with a wonderful opportunity to 
slow down. To notice the changing 
Creation around us, to check in with 
people we have not heard from 
since this time last year, to prepare 
ourselves for the coming of Christ. 
This is a time of anticipation, of 
preparation, of waiting. Easy right? 
Wrong!

To slow down is a challenge — 
especially as the world around us 
tends to speed up. But it is our task 
to live the Church Year in our daily 
lives. We are challenged to wait for 
Jesus; even while we see Him in our 
stores and hear of His incarnation on 
the radio. We know Christ will come, 
that is certain. But are we ready for 
His coming? Have we prepared our 
minds and hearts for this glorious 
miracle?

At St. Thomas the Apostle, there 
are a variety of opportunities for 
you and your loved ones to take 
time and celebrate Advent. In 
this brochure, you will find many 
offerings to quiet yourself in 
anticipation through prayer and 
community, or actively prepare for 
the coming of Christ through service 
to others. Consider which of these 
speak to you and will bring you 
deeper into the celebration of the 
Advent of our Lord and Savior.

With excited anticipation,
St. Thomas the Apostle staff

Christmastide Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve Masses — Tuesday, December 24
4:00 pm Mass with Children’s Christmas Proclamation (Church) – Fr. Bob Colaresi
4:10 pm Mass (Gym) – Fr. Philip Danaher
4:30 pm Mass at St. Patrick’s Residence – Fr. Matt Lorenz 
7:00 pm Mass with High School/Young Adult Choir (Church) –  
 Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal
10:00 pm  Mass (Church) – Fr. Philip Danaher 
 Choir concert and carols begin at 9:30 pm

Christmas Day Masses — Wednesday, December 25
9:00 am Mass (Church) – Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal
11:00 am Mass (Church) – Fr. Philip Danaher

Thursday, December 26
No 6:30 am Communion Service
8:30 am Mass

Feast of the Holy Family — Saturday, December 28 and Sunday, December 29
Mass will be at 4:30 pm on Saturday, December 28
Masses will be at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am on Sunday, December 29
Children’s Liturgy of the Word not offered today.
No 6:00 pm Mass on Sunday, December 29

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God — Wednesday, January 1
Holy Day of Obligation

Mass of Anticipation — Tuesday, December 31
4:30 pm Mass – Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal

Mass — Wednesday, January 1
10:00 am Mass – Fr. Bob Colaresi

Epiphany of the Lord — Saturday, January 4 and Sunday, January 5
Regular weekend Mass schedule
(Presider schedule subject to change)

Deck the (Church) Halls
The St. Thomas Art and Environment Ministry will put up Christmas trees on 
December 4, beginning at 6:00 pm. YOUR help is needed!



Advent and  
Christmas Prayer
Advent Taizé and Prayers  
for Healing
Monday, December 2
7:00 pm | Church
Includes Taizé music, scripture, 
candle-lighting rituals and 
prayers for healing. Begin the 
Advent Season with this unique 
style of peace-filled, meditative 
prayer.

Advent by Candlelight
Tuesday, December 4
7:00 pm | Lighthouse
All women are invited to reflect 
on Mary’s “Yes” to God and our 
own.

Mid-Day Meditation
Tuesdays, December 3, 10 and 17
11:30 am–12 pm | Chapel
Stop. Pause. Pray. 
Breathe out stress. 
Breathe in peace. Rest in God.

Lessons and Carols  
with John Angotti
Saturday, December 7
7:30 pm | Church
Advent scriptures and music are 
combined in a prayerful setting 
featuring John Angotti and the 
St. Thomas Music Makers.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday, December 11
7:00 pm | Church
The parish communal celebration 
of reconciliation will be held this 
evening. Individual confession 
with a priest or time with a 
prayer partner will be available 
after the service.

Soul Searchers Discussion Group
Saturday, December 14
9:15-10:30 am | Rectory 
Basement
Leave your crowded calendar, 
the undone chores and the 
Christmas presents to reflect on 
The Roots of Christian Mysticism 
by Olivier Clement.

Simbang Gabi
Saturday, December 14
4:30 pm Mass
Start of traditional Filipino 
Novena before Christmas

Faith and Family
The Faith Formation program warmly invites families to prepare the way of the 
Lord! The search begins in the heart and spreads slowly and steadily, culminating in 
an embrace of community on Christ’s birthday. There are abundant opportunities 
to assist you on this journey. Peruse the following offerings, which serve to share the 
message of the Lord’s coming. All that’s asked is the gift of self, a generosity of spirit 
that invites others on the Magi’s journey of discovery and joy. Dare to be Christ in the 
world this season.

Kid’s Kare
St. Thomas youth and families … would YOU like to help prepare the way of the Lord this 
Christmas? YOU CAN! Try to do an extra chore around the house to help your family, then 
together purchase Christmas wrapping paper to be donated for the St. Thomas Care Pantry 
Christmas party. By sharing and helping others, we come to know Jesus. Please bring 
wrapping paper to R.E. class or to church by December 11.

Care Pantry Christmas
Middle school students are invited to donate gift cards to be used as bingo prizes for the 
Care Pantry Christmas party. The gift card amount should be no more than $5. Suggested 
places include McDonald’s, Dunkin Donuts, Starbucks and Subway. Bring the gift card 
donations to R.E. class on December 7 and 9.

A St. Thomas Caroling Event
Families are invited to meet at St. Thomas at 1:00 pm on Sunday, December 8 to rehearse 
for caroling at St. Patrick’s Residence (at 1:30 pm). RSVP required due to limited space. 
Contact Patti Dougherty at pdougherty@stapostle.org or 630.355.8980, x109. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Please bring a snack to share when we return 
to the St. Thomas Gathering Area after caroling. Hot chocolate and coffee will be provided.

Cookies Needed for Care Pantry Christmas Party
Fourth graders in the Religious Education program visited the Care Pantry in the fall and 
recently had a speaker from the St. Thomas Care Pantry who invited them to bake cookies 
for the Care Pantry Christmas party.

Anyone interested, along with the fourth graders and their families, are invited to bring 
homemade cookies, covered on disposable plates, to the St. Thomas Gathering Area by 4:30 
pm on Friday, December 13.

5th Graders Gift Parish With Ornaments
This Advent we await the birth of Jesus, God’s greatest gift to us. Fifth Grade Religious 
Education classes will meet in the St. Thomas Ministry Center during their regularly 
scheduled class times on December 7 and 10. They will begin with an Advent prayer led by 
one of the St. Thomas deacons and will then make ornaments for the trees in the gym. All 
Saints Catholic Academy 5th graders are invited to help decorate these trees too, by bringing 
handmade decorations to the Faith Formation Office by the above dates. Together we will 
gift St. Thomas by creating a beautiful environment to celebrate the gift of Jesus.

Keeping Christ in Christmas
Take a break from the hectic pace and gather with others who seek to keep Christ in 
Christmas. Come to All Saints Catholic Academy (door 7) on Saturday, December 7,  
9:50 to 10:30 am for a time of prayer, sharing, and refreshments. Each family will take 
home an Advent activity. Email Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@stapostle.org or Patti 
Dougherty at pdougherty@stapostle.org. For all ages!

Children’s Christmas Proclamation
Youth of all ages are invited to participate in this year’s Children’s Christmas Proclamation 
(the Christmas Gospel acted out by children). This Proclamation will take place at the 
4 pm liturgy December 24. Practices will take place Wednesday, December 4, Thursday, 
December 12 and Wednesday, December 18 from 4:30-5:30 pm. Please contact Peggy 
Goralski at pgoralski@stapostle.org for more details or to sign up. 



St. Thomas Young 
Artists
We would like your creativity 
to grace our bulletin for the 
feast of the Epiphany (January 
4–5). You can submit an 
original artistic design (picture, 
word art, etc.) or something 
in writing (an original poem, 
your own prayer, etc.) for the 
bulletin. From the submissions, 
one will be displayed on the 
bulletin cover, and as many as 
possible will be featured inside 
the bulletin. However, ALL 
submissions will be displayed 
in the Gathering Area the 
weekend of January 4–5. 

Here is how to submit your 
work:

• Think about how the three 
Kings traveled to visit 
Jesus and bring Him gifts. 
What is your gift to Jesus? 
How can you show that in a 
picture or writing?

• Once you have an idea, 
complete your picture on a 
sheet of 8.5 x 11 inch white 
paper. Be sure to include 
your name and age in the 
bottom right-hand corner 
of your ‘masterpiece’! You 
may submit your work 
in black and white or in 
color. Due to printing 
limitations, the image 
chosen for the bulletin 
cover will be printed in 
grayscale; however, since 
the original will be included 
in the exhibit, colorful art is 
encouraged!

• Return your artwork to the 
Religious Education office 
by Tuesday, December 17. 
Because of the bulletin 
publication deadline, 
artwork received after 
December 17 will be 
included in the exhibit, but 
cannot be considered for 
the bulletin cover.

• Be sure to visit the exhibit 
of the work of our young 
people on January 4–5 in 
the Gathering Area.

Seasonal Traditions
Traditions are very much a part of church life. Do you have some holiday traditions? 
“Seasonal Traditions” make the Advent and Christmas seasons extra special. Here are some 
suggestions.
• Make an Advent Wreath using evergreens and 4 candles: 3 purple and 1 pink. Light a 

purple candle and say a short prayer each week as we prepare for Jesus’ birth. The third 
week, light the pink candle for JOY that Jesus’ birth is near.

• Make a Jesse Tree to introduce or reinforce scripture stories from the Old Testament.
• Sing Christmas Carols together.
• Visit the St. Thomas Meditation Park and enjoy God’s beauty.
• Read the story of Jesus’ birth at bedtime. (Luke 2:1-14)
• As you write a card or wrap a gift, pray for that person.
Ideas are available in the Gathering Area for home faith activities for Advent and Christmas.

Twas the Night Before Christmas…
Looking for some great Christmas reads? Here are some of OUR favorites. Be sure to let us 
know YOURS!

The Bible (adult or children’s) Luke 2:1-20
As a family, you can act it out or use your nativity set.

The Sparkle Box by Jill Hardie
A story about how giving to others shows a child the true meaning of Christmas. (Parents, 
you may prefer to pre-read this book and treat your family to the actual experience.)

Peef the Christmas Bear by Tom Hegg
Peef is a colorful bear and Santa’s best friend and helper.

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry
A young married couple deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts with very 
little money

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
The transformation story of a bitter old miser at Christmas

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
The book follows the lives of an apple tree and a boy who develop a relationship with one 
another.

Volunteer Opportunities
Here are two ways middle school students can get in touch with the spirit of service this 
Advent.

What: Care Pantry Christmas Party
Where: St. Thomas
When: Saturday, December 14, 7:30 am–12 pm
The Care Pantry Christmas party depends heavily on middle school volunteers to help set up for 
and serve breakfast and to entertain the children of our Care Pantry guests with games and face-
painting.

What: Bingo at St. Pat’s
Where: Saint Patrick’s Residence
When: Saturday, December 14, 1:00–3:00 pm
Middle school students are invited to come and help St. Patrick’s residents with bingo. Partner 
with the residents to win prizes while you spread some holiday cheer!

Contact Peggy Goralski to volunteer or with questions: pgoralski@stapostle.org or 
630.355.8980, x123

Bring a Bell to Ring
On December 14–15, we are halfway through Advent. Bring a bell to mass this weekend to 
ring while we joyfully sing the Processional Song. Youth are invited to be in the Entrance 
Procession during the 9:30 and 11:15 am Masses while ringing a bell they bring from home.



Advent/Christmas Calendar
NOVEMBER
23–24 Care Pantry gift cards passed out

NOVEMBER–DECEMBER
30–1 Begin bringing in mittens, hats, socks, etc.
 Also, Haiti Sponsor-a-Child cards available

DECEMBER
 Ideas for Advent in Gathering Area
2 Advent Taizé with Healing Prayer, 7:00 pm
3, 10, 17 Mid-day Meditation, 11:30–12:00 pm
4 Tree set up, 6:00 pm
4 Advent by Candlelight, 7:00 pm
4 Children’s Christmas Proclamation practice 

begins, 4:30–5:30 pm
7 Lessons and Carols with John Angotti, 7:30 pm
7 Keeping Christ in Christmas, 9:50-10:30 am  

(at All Saints Catholic Academy)
7–8 Care Pantry Food Collection
7–8, 14–15 Haiti Sponsor-a-Child cards available
7 & 9 Bring bingo gift cards to R.E. class
7 & 10 5th grade R.E. classes at St. Thomas Ministry 

Center
8 Caroling Event, meet 1:00 pm at St. Thomas
9 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  

(not a Holy Day of Obligation) 8:30 am Mass
11 Kids Kare wrapping paper due
11 Gifts for Care Pantry Christmas Party due
11 Sacrament of Reconciliation, 7:00 pm
13 Cookies for Care Pantry Christmas Party  

due by 4:30 pm
14 Care Pantry Christmas Party 7:30 am–12:00 pm
14 Soul Searchers discussion group 9:15–10:30 am
14 St. Patrick’s Residence Bingo 1:00-3:00 pm
14 Celebration of Simbang Gabi, 4:30 pm Mass
14–15 Gaudete Sunday — Bring bells to ring!
14–15 Christmas ham collection
14–15 Swaddling Project bags passed out
14–15 Sisters of Notre Dame baked goods for sale
15 Donut Sunday with Santa
17 Christmas flower fund deadline
17 Young Artist deadline
22 Children’s Liturgy of the Word not offered
24 Christmas Eve Masses
 See front page for schedule
25 Christmas Day Masses
 See front page for schedule
26 No 6:30 am Communion Service
 8:30 am Mass
28–29 Feast of the Holy Family, Regular Mass times 

EXCEPT — No Sunday 6:00 pm Mass
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word not offered
31 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
 Holy Day of Obligation
 Mass of Anticipation, 4:30 pm

JANUARY
1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
 Holy Day of Obligation
 10:00 am Mass
4–5 Epiphany of the Lord
 Regular weekend Mass schedule
4–5 Care Pantry Food Collection
5 Last opportunity for Swaddling Project gifts

Outreach and Social Justice
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmo-
ny with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus…Welcome one another, 
then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God.
—Romans15:5, 7

Charity with Solidarity
The St. Thomas community is always very generous in their support of 
charitable activities. Charity is a good thing, but charity with solidarity 
is a better thing.

Solidarity, a primary theme from Catholic Social Teaching, 
emphasizes that we are one human family. Being in solidarity with others 
requires having empathy with them … that is, in some way experiencing 
their situation. There are two primary ways to nurture empathy in your 
heart: 1) Come face-to-face (have a personal encounter) with the people 
you are helping and hear their story and 2) Educate yourself about the 
circumstances faced by those you are helping.

During the holiday season, there will be a multitude of charitable 
opportunities, both here at St. Thomas and in the larger community. 
Please do not feel you need to do everything. Let your heart be your 
guide and then help as you are able.

This Advent season, make a conscious effort to develop your 
solidarity with all those who are marginalized by differences of any kind 
and who, as a result, experience discrimination, hatred, persecution, and 
exclusion. Imitate God’s love for all.

Give your Charity with Solidarity.

Duchity Education Fund: Throughout Advent, the 
Haiti Twinning Ministry offers a Haitian Christmas card featuring a 
Duchity student. Consider sending this card in lieu of a gift. The gift 
of education lasts a lifetime. Over 95% of the children at St. Thomas 
supported schools pass the state tests. A donation of $50 is suggested, 
but any amount is welcomed. The goal is $30,000 ($14,955 collected 
to date). Gift Christmas cards are available after Masses November 
30–December 1, December 7–8 and 14–15 or in the Main Office 
weekdays. Checks can be made to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Haiti DEF” 
in the memo.

Care Pantry Christmas Party: Pink and blue cards were 
handed out designating children in need of gifts. Return your gift 
unwrapped (boxed if possible) to the bins near the exits by December 
11. (Remaining cards are in the Gathering Area.) 

Christmas cookies: Many cookies are needed for the Christmas 
party. Bring to Outreach Office on Friday, December 13 by 4:30 pm.

The Giving Tree: Bring mittens, hats, scarves, and socks for 
the “Giving Tree” beginning November 30–December 5. These are 
distributed all winter.

Warrenville Youth: Gifts are given to youth at Warrenville 
Correctional Center. Green and yellow cards with gift choices are in  
the Gathering Area. Return boxed gifts unwrapped to the bins by 
December 11.

Christmas Hams & Turkeys: Hams and turkeys will be 
collected December 14–15 for area families. Call if you know someone in 
need.

Swaddling Project: Gift bags will be available beginning 
December 14–15 for various local pregnancy centers. NEW items are 
requested: sleepers and onesies (sizes newborn to 12 months); diapers 
(sizes 1, 2, and 4); fleece blankets; wipes; bath items; and baby bottles. 
Return items by January 5.

Holidays may be a time of stress or difficult memories. 
Support and help is available. Call Jan Olah in the Pastoral 

Care/Parish Nurse Office at 630.355.8980, x124.


