
The Season of Advent 2020

Dear Parish Family,

A young woman named Mary was engaged to Joseph. But, according to Matthew’s gospel, “she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.” This was not the way it was supposed to happen.

The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
name him Jesus…The child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.” If her child was indeed the 
Son of God, why did Mary and Joseph have to travel to Bethlehem where the Son of God began His 
human life in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn? This was not the way it was 
supposed to happen.

Just like the very first Christmas, so we can say the same about Christmas in 2020. We are supposed 
to have overflowing churches with everyone proclaiming their faith-filled joy of our God-made-human showing His great love 
for us by coming from heaven to live with us. We are supposed to have choirs, with extra musicians, to help us celebrate that 
special moment when God’s Word made His dwelling with us. Unfortunately, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
restrictions which we are required to follow to keep people safe, this year’s Christmas will not be like past celebrations. This is 
not the way it is supposed to happen.

Even though this year’s Christmas celebration will be different, we still gather as a faith community to celebrate the miracle of 
the first Christmas. We are working to provide various opportunities for the St. Thomas faith community to gather, whether 
it be in the church space, in the parking lot or virtually. Continuing to follow the safety guidelines, we will have a capacity 
limit of 125 for those worshiping in the church space. Registration will be required online. Call the parish office if you need 
assistance. Please refer to the schedule on the reverse side for more information.

We are aware that this is not how Christmas is supposed to happen but it will happen for you and your family in a new way 
this year at St. Thomas. But, just as God helped the Holy Family go through their various trials, let us continue to believe and 
trust that God will do the same for us.

We thank you for your continued support of our parish through your prayers. We also hope that, if you are able, you will 
continue to provide your generous financial support as you have done so in past celebrations of Christmas.

We look forward to celebrating this holy season with you and your loved ones.

In the Word,

Rev. Philip M. Danaher, Pastor

See inside for the Christmastide Mass Schedule and more information 
about our Advent programming. Ticket sign-up for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Masses will be available Friday, November 27, 2020, at 
10:00 am.



Advent and  
Christmas Prayer

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Tuesday, December 8
Holy Day of Obligation*
8:30 am Mass 
7:00 pm Mass

Ticket sign-up required.

Advent by Candlelight
Wednesday, December 9
7:00 pm | Zoom
The Virgin Mary is beloved 
and honored by titles in many 
cultures. We will lean about 
and pray with some of these 
in a special Zoom “Advent 
by Candlelight.” Decorate 
your own space with a Marian 
statue or prayer card and 
have an appetizer, dessert and 
tea at hand, if you wish. Pre-
registration and an email address 
is needed, as the Zoom link will 
be sent to you December 6. Call 
630.355.8980, x118 or email 
readmin@stapostle.org.

Lessons and Carols  
This year, we are not able to 
celebrate Lessons & Carols as we 
would normally — with a large 
gathering in the church, lectors, 
musicians, etc. Instead, we will 
be doing virtual prayer services 
released each Sunday of Advent 
with which our St. Thomas the 
Apostle community members 
can engage at home. Begins 
Sunday, November 29.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday, December 16
7:00 pm | Church
The parish communal celebration 
of reconciliation will be held this 
evening. Individual confession 
with a priest or time with a 
prayer partner will be available 
after the service.

Faith and Family
The Faith Formation program warmly invites families to prepare the way of the 
Lord! The search begins in the heart and spreads slowly and steadily, culminating in 
an embrace of community on Christ’s birthday. There are abundant opportunities 
to assist you on this journey. Peruse the following offerings, which serve to share the 
message of the Lord’s coming. All that’s asked is the gift of self, a generosity of spirit 
that invites others on the Magi’s journey of discovery and joy. Dare to be Christ in the 
world this season.

Kid’s Kare
St. Thomas youth and families … would YOU like to make someone’s Christmas a little 
brighter? YOU CAN. Do an extra chore in your home to help your family, then together 
purchase a gift card to Meijer, Target or Walmart for $10, $20 or $25 to donate to a Care 
Pantry family. By sharing and helping others, we are Jesus to others. Please drop off all gift 
cards to the Church — attention Anne — by Thursday, December 10.

1st & 5th Graders Gift Parish With Ornaments
This Advent we await the birth of Jesus, God’s greatest gift to us. Fifth grade religious 
education classes will learn about the reason for the season on December 5 and 8 meeting 
in the St. Thomas ministry center during regularly scheduled class time. All home-schooled 
fifth grade students are invited to attend during regularly scheduled class times. RSVP 
to the Faith Formation Office. They will begin with an Advent prayer led by one of our 
St. Thomas’ deacons and will then make ornaments for a tree in the gathering area. All 
Saints Catholic Academy fifth graders are invited to help decorate the tree by bringing a 
handmade decoration to the formation office by December 8. First grade RE students will 
also decorate a tree with handmade ornaments in the gathering area. Together they will gift 
St. Thomas by creating a beautiful environment to celebrate the gift of Jesus.

Keeping Christ in Christmas
Take a break from the hectic pace of the holidays and gather with others who seek to keep 
their focus on the true meaning of the season. Join us for a Zoom version of Keeping Christ 
in Christmas on Wednesday, December 2, from 6:30-7:15 pm. This will be a time of prayer, 
sharing and refreshments. In addition, each family will make an Advent activity. Those 
families who register for this special evening will be asked to pick up their Advent activity 
packet at St. Thomas. The activity packet will include what you need to join in prayer and 
our Advent activity, as well as the Zoom link for the meeting. Email Peggy Goralski at 
pgoralski@stapostle.org or Lorraine Katz at lkatz@stapostle.org by November 30 to register.

A Different Kind of Christmas Pageant
St. Thomas young people of all ages are invited to participate in this year’s Christmas 
Pageant. It will be very different from what we have experienced in the past because this 
year’s pageant will be a virtual pageant. We will make a video recording of each part/
character of the pageant separately (narration, the role of Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, angels, 
etc.) and put it together with Christmas carols sung by youth choir members. Once the 
video pieces are all edited and put together in a continuous story, the recording will be 
shown as the Gospel proclamation at all of our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day liturgies. 
If your son/daughter would like to participate (sibling groups are welcome) or if you have 
some video editing expertise you can offer, please contact Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@
stapostle.org.

Faces of St. Thomas – Christmas Edition
For many, the Christmas carol, “I’ll be Home for Christmas” takes on a different meaning 
this year. Many will also not be physically present at our Advent and Christmas liturgies. 
Your presence in our church building is missed. Until the doors of St. Thomas can be 
thrown open to welcome everyone back safely, we would love to see your face in our 
Christmas edition ‘Faces of St. Thomas’ video. All you have to do is to send us a picture … 
perhaps a ‘selfie’ taken in front of your Christmas tree or your nativity set. Pictures do not 
have to be professionally taken. As a way of sharing a part of your Christmas with the larger 
St. Thomas community, send pictures to cbraun@stapostle.org by December 9. Although 
we may not be able to gather in person, we are still St. Thomas! 

Family Volunteer Opportunity
Does your family have some time to spare this Advent season? Are you looking for a 
meaningful way to serve others? Feed My Starving Children is encouraging groups of 5 or 
less to sign up to volunteer together. Their website (www.fmsc.org ) details how groups are 
arranged to safely social distance and all of the other safety measures they are taking. If your 
family is interested in volunteering, go to https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer.

Christmas Stories read by the Teens of St. Thomas!
Instead of going out and about, relax from inside your home and let Christmas stories come 
to you via video. Teens from our parish share stories to prepare our hearts for Christmas 
that will be posted each Friday of Advent on our St. Thomas website.

Seasonal Traditions
Traditions are very much a part of church life. Do you have some holiday traditions? 
“Seasonal Traditions” make the Advent and Christmas seasons extra special. Here are some 
suggestions.
• Make an Advent Wreath using evergreens and 4 candles: 3 purple and 1 pink. Light a 

purple candle and say a short prayer each week as we prepare for Jesus’ birth. The third 
week, light the pink candle for JOY that Jesus’ birth is near.

• Make a Jesse Tree to introduce or reinforce scripture stories from the Old Testament.
• Sing Christmas Carols together.
• Visit the St. Thomas Meditation Park and enjoy God’s beauty.
• Read the story of Jesus’ birth at bedtime. (Luke 2:1-14)
• As you write a card or wrap a gift, pray for that person.

Twas the Night Before Christmas …
Looking for some great Christmas reads? Here are some of OUR favorites. Be sure to let us 
know YOURS!

The Bible (adult or children’s) Luke 2:1-20
As a family, you can act it out or use your nativity set.

The Sparkle Box by Jill Hardie
A story about how giving to others shows a child the true meaning of Christmas. (Parents, 
you may prefer to pre-read this book and treat your family to the actual experience.)

Peef the Christmas Bear by Tom Hegg
Peef is a colorful bear and Santa’s best friend and helper.

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry
A young married couple deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts with very 
little money.

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
The transformation story of a bitter old miser at Christmas.

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
Follows the lives of an apple tree and a boy who develop a relationship with one another.

Bring a Bell to Ring
On December 12–13, we are halfway through Advent. Bring a bell to Mass from home this 
weekend to ring joyfully during the entrance procession at the beginning of the Mass. Youth 
are especially invited to bring a bell from home and ring it at this time from the pew. It is a 
joyful time as we are halfway through waiting for Jesus’ birth.

Epiphany of the Lord, January 3
Do you want to be a king for the Mass procession on Epiphany? You will then tell all about 
your gift as a king to Jesus that is still being used today (guidance provided). Contact the 
faith formation office to volunteer.

Christmastide Mass 
Schedule
Solemnity of the Nativity  
of the Lord*
Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm Mass
7:00 pm Mass
10:00 pm Mass

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
10:00 am Mass

Feast of the Holy Family
Saturday, December 26
4:30 pm Mass

Sunday, December 27
9:30 am Mass

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation*
Thursday, December 31
4:30 pm Mass

Friday, January 1
10:00 am Mass

Mass ticket sign-up for Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
will open at 10:00 am Friday, 
November 27, 2020, at  
www.stapostle.org.

*Due to the pandemic, Mass 
obligation is suspended 
indefinitely in the Diocese of 
Joliet.

**With restrictions imposed due 
to the pandemic, please note the 
following:
• All masses will take place in 

the Church space (not the 
Chapel or Gym).

• All masses will be 
livestreamed. Links can be 
found on the St. Thomas 
website.

• All masses will provide 
the distribution of Holy 
Communion in the parking lot.

• All masses require online 
registration – capacity of 125 
persons.

See www.stapostle.org/things-
to-know-before-returning-to-
mass/ for more information on 
safety procedures.

Holidays may be a time of stress or difficult memories. Pastoral Care remains 
present to all parishioners for listening, prayer, support, referrals and Eucharist.

Call Jan Olah in the Pastoral Care Office 630.355.8980, x124  
or Felicia Lawlor in the Parish Nurse Office, x104.

https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer
http://www.stapostle.org
https://www.stapostle.org/things-to-know-before-returning-to-mass/
https://www.stapostle.org/things-to-know-before-returning-to-mass/
https://www.stapostle.org/things-to-know-before-returning-to-mass/


Advent/Christmas 
Calendar
NOVEMBER
29 First Sunday of Advent
 Virtual Lessons & Carols

DECEMBER
2 Keeping Christ in Christmas, 

6:30 pm
5, 8 Fifth Grade RE Classes at St. 

Thomas Ministry Center
6 Pre-K and Second Grade Mass, 

9:30 am
6 Second Sunday of Advent
 Virtual Lessons & Carols
8 Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception
 8:30 am and 7:00 pm Mass 
9 Advent by Candlelight,  

7:00 pm
9 Faces of St. Thomas photos 

due
10 Kids Care gift cards due
12-13 Bring a bell to ring
13 Deadline for Care Pantry gift 

cards
13 Third Sunday of Advent
 Virtual Lessons & Carols
16 Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

7:00 pm
20 Fourth Sunday of Advent
 Virtual Lessons & Carols
21 Christmas Environment/

Flower Fund deadline
24 Christmas Eve
 4:00, 7:00 and 10:00 pm 

Masses
25 Christmas Day 
 10:00 am Mass
26–27 Feast of the Holy Family
31 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God
 Holy Day of Obligation
 Mass of Anticipation, 4:30 pm

JANUARY
1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God
 Holy Day of Obligation
 10:00 am Mass
2–3 Epiphany of the Lord
3 Epiphany procession, 9:30 am
10 Deadline for Swaddling 

Project

Outreach and Social Justice
Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the 
way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every valley shall be 
filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the 
rough country, a broad valley. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
—Isaiah 40:1, 3-5

The Mouth of the Lord has Spoken
Who in your circle of family and friends especially needs your comfort this Advent and 
Christmas season? In this most unusual time, think less about what material and sometimes 
unneeded gifts you will buy for others and think more about how you can ease the anxiety 
and pressure in peoples’ lives.

Pick up the phone and call a relative or friend you have lost touch with, especially 
someone you know who is unable to get out due to COVID restrictions. Think about the 
neighbor on your block who has lost their job or has had their hours cut. Surprise them 
with a bag of food on their porch or a gift card tucked into their door. When you are at the 
grocery store, take a look at the “Buy One, Get One Free” offers. Purchase these items and 
share the “free” one with someone you know is struggling to keep food on their table. Or 
donate the “free” item to the St. Thomas or other local food pantry. 

Have you gotten out of the habit of lighting an Advent wreath? Consider lighting a 
wreath this year. It doesn’t have to be three purple and one pink candle. Use the candles 
you already have and set aside some moments each day for reflection and contemplation. 
Remember your loved ones who have passed, pray for first responders and those most 
affected by the pandemic and make room in your heart to welcome the Light, Love and 
Hope of the Christ Child.

Participate in Advent Action and listen for the words spoken from the mouth of the Lord.

Duchity Education Fund: Throughout Advent, the Haiti Twinning Ministry 
offers a Haitian Christmas card featuring a Duchity student. Consider sending this card in 
lieu of a gift. The gift of education lasts a lifetime. Over 95% of the children at St. Thomas 
supported schools pass the state tests. A donation of $50 is suggested, but any amount is 
welcomed. The goal is $30,000 ($19,250 collected to date). An electronic Christmas card 
will be made available or contact the Outreach and Social Justice Office to have cards and 
pictures mailed to you. Checks can be made to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Haiti DEF” in 
the memo. To make an on-line donation, go to https://osvhub.com/stapostle/funds/haiti-
twinning-education. 

Care Pantry Christmas Party: There is no party this year, but Christmas will 
still happen. We will collect gift cards and will distribute the gift cards to our Care Pantry 
families at the drive-thru food distribution on Tuesday, December 15. Please consider donating 
gift cards to Meijer, Target and Walmart in denominations of $10, $20 and $25. This will give 
us the most flexibility when we divide the cards among the Care Pantry families. Gift cards are 
due no later than Sunday, December 13. 

Drop the cards off at church or send them to: 
St. Thomas the Apostle-ATTN: Anne-1500 Brookdale Road, Naperville, IL 60563. 

Or, consider making a cash donation to purchase gift cards. Make checks out to “St. Thomas 
OSJ” with “Christmas Gifts” in the memo. 

Swaddling Project: Consider donating gift cards for local pregnancy centers to assist 
families awaiting the birth or celebrating the recent birth of a child. Gift cards to grocery stores, 
Kohl’s, Target and Walmart in any denomination you choose are appreciated. Cards to be 
collected between December 16 and January 10. 

Drop the cards off at church or send them to:  
St. Thomas the Apostle-ATTN: Anne-1500 Brookdale Road, Naperville, IL 60563. 

Or, consider making a cash donation to purchase gift cards. Make checks out to “St. Thomas 
OSJ” with “Swaddling Project” in the memo. 

https://osvhub.com/stapostle/funds/haiti-twinning-education.
https://osvhub.com/stapostle/funds/haiti-twinning-education.

