
The Season of Advent 2021

Dear Parish Family,

A very popular Christmas-themed movie is “Home Alone.” In the family’s mad rush to get to the 
airport for a Christmas vacation, they leave one of their children, Kevin, home alone.

While the movie for the most part is a comedy, it does have its touching moments. Kevin meets a 
neighbor at church and the two sit together to watch the children’s choir rehearse Christmas carols. 
One of the children in the choir is the man’s granddaughter. He tells Kevin that, because of an 
argument he had with his son, the girl’s father, this is the only time he can see her. Like Kevin, the 
neighbor is also “home alone” at Christmas.

The movie ends with two reunions; Kevin’s family abandons their vacation plans and returns home on 
Christmas Day; the neighbor reconciles with his son and welcomes him and his family to his home.

This is the time of year when God wants us to remember and celebrate that He did not leave us alone, that He sent His Son 
to our home to reunite us in His love. In the first reading on the Third Sunday of Advent, we will hear the following from the 
prophet Zephaniah: “The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew 
you in His love.”

So let us rejoice with God and each other as we celebrate His great respect for us by honoring us with His presence.

Enclosed in this brochure is a schedule of events which will help us celebrate the presence of the Lord in our lives.

Another way to celebrate God’s presence in our lives is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a time to allow God to renew 
and strengthen us in His love. Besides the usual Reconciliation schedule of Saturdays, 3:30–4:15 pm, we will also have a special 
Reconciliation service Wednesday, December 15, at 7:00 pm.

May God bless you all as we rejoice in God’s great love for us. 

In the Word,

Rev. Philip M. Danaher, Pastor

Dispensation from Mass is still in effect in the Diocese of Joliet due to the pandemic. For more information on 
safety procedures, please see https://www.stapostle.org/things-to-know-before-returning-to-mass/.



Faith and Family
The Faith Formation program warmly invites families to prepare the way of the 
Lord! The search begins in the heart and spreads slowly and steadily, culminating in 
an embrace of community on Christ’s birthday. There are abundant opportunities 
to assist you on this journey. Peruse the following offerings, which serve to share the 
message of the Lord’s coming. All that’s asked is the gift of self, a generosity of spirit 
that invites others on the Magi’s journey of discovery and joy. Dare to be Christ in the 
world this season.

Kid’s Kare
St. Thomas youth and families … would YOU like to make someone’s Christmas a little 
brighter? YOU CAN. Do an extra chore in your home to help your family, then together 
purchase a gift card from Meijer, Target or Walmart for $10, $20 or $25 to donate to a 
Care Pantry family. By sharing and helping others, we are Jesus to others. Please drop all 
gift cards to the Church — Attention Anne — by Saturday, December 18.

First and Fifth Graders Gift Parish With Ornaments
This Advent we await the birth of Jesus. God’s greatest gift to us. Fifth grade Religious 
Education classes will learn about the reason for the season on December 4 and 7 meeting 
in the St. Thomas ministry center during regularly scheduled class times. All home-schooled 
fifth grade students are invited to attend during regularly scheduled class times. RSVP to 
the Faith Formation Office. They will begin with an Advent prayer led by one of our St. 
Thomas’ deacons and will then make ornaments for a tree in the gym. All Saints Catholic 
Academy fifth graders are invited to help decorate the tree by bringing a handmade 
decoration to the Faith Formation Office by December 7. First grade Religious Education 
students will also decorate a tree in the Gathering Area with handmade ornaments made 
in class. Together they will gift St. Thomas by creating a beautiful environment to celebrate 
the gift of Jesus.

Grade Level Masses
During the Advent season, some Religious Education children will have their grade level 
Masses. Fifth grade Religious Education students will have a special Mass that they will 
take part in on Saturday, December 4 at 4:30 pm. Preschool and second grade Religious 
Education children will have their grade level Mass on Sunday, December 12 at 11:15 am. 
After the Mass, Pre-K and second grade children and their siblings can pick up a surprise 
note from St. Nicholas.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
St. Thomas young people in elementary and middle school are invited to participate in 
this year’s Christmas Pageant. Narrators, Mary, Joseph, an innkeeper, angels, shepherds 
and a very special baby are needed to help proclaim the story of the birth of Jesus at the 
4:00 pm Mass on Christmas Eve. Practices will be held on Wednesdays December 8, 15 
and 22, from 4:30–5:15 pm. Costumes are provided. Contact Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@
stapostle.org if interested in being a part of this special St. Thomas tradition.

Family Volunteer Opportunity
Does your family have some time to spare this Advent season? Are you looking for a 
meaningful way to serve others? Feed My Starving Children is encouraging families and 
small groups to sign up to volunteer together. Their website (www.fmsc.org ) details how 
groups are arranged to safely social distance and all of the other safety measures they 
are taking. If your family is interested in volunteering, go to https://www.fmsc.org/get-
involved/volunteer.

Joint Middle School and High School Service Project
Middle and high school students are invited to let their light shine while helping others. 
Come to the St. Thomas gym on Saturday, December 4, from 5:30–7:30 pm for a special 
project … decorating and filling Christmas stockings for our Care Pantry families. Besides 
the service project, the evening will also include pizza and some other fun surprises. 

Christmastide Mass 
Schedule
Solemnity of the Nativity  
of the Lord
Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24
4:00 pm Mass | Church*
4:15 pm Mass | Gym
7:00 pm Mass | Church
10:00 pm Mass | Church*

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25
9:00 am Mass | Church
11:00 am Mass | Church

Feast of the Holy Family
Sunday, December 26
8:00 am Mass
9:30 am Mass* 
11:15 am Mass
No 4:30 pm Mass Saturday, 
December 25

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God
(not a Holy Day of Obligation 
this year)
Friday, December 31
4:30 pm Mass
Saturday, January 1
10:00 am Mass 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of 
the Lord
Sunday, January 2
8:00 am Mass
9:30 am Mass* 
11:15 am Mass
No 4:30 pm Mass Saturday, 
January 1

(*) denotes that liturgy will be 
livestreamed; Holy Communion 
distribution in the parking lot for 
Masses. 

With restrictions imposed due to 
the pandemic, please note the 
following:
• Face masks are required for 

all people over the age of 
2 regardless of vaccination 
status

• Respect social distancing of 
an arms-length from people 
not in your household

• A pew section with a 6-foot 
social distancing requirement 
is available

• Refrain from physical contact 
with others not in your 
household. This includes 
during the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Sign of Peace



Advent and  
Christmas Prayer
Lessons & Carols
This year, we are not able to 
celebrate Lessons & Carols as we 
would normally — with a large 
gathering in the church, lectors, 
musicians, etc. Instead, we will 
be doing virtual prayer services 
released each Sunday of Advent 
with which our St. Thomas the 
Apostle community members 
can engage at home. See the 
website for more details. Begins 
Sunday, November 28

Mid-day Meditation
Join in Mid-day Meditation 
around the Mary statue in the 
church to ponder with her the 
wonder and blessing of the 
incarnation. Offered at 12:00 pm 
on Tuesdays November 30, 
December 7, 14 and 21.

Advent Taizé Prayer
Monday, December 6
7:00 pm* | St. Thomas 
Gather in prayer with other 
members of this faith community 
to worship in a Taizé style — with 
scripture, song and silence.

Advent by Candlelight
Tuesday, December 7
7:00 pm | St. Thomas
Over the centuries, many 
common and beloved flowers 
have been identified with the 
Virgin Mary. Learn about them 
in a “Mary Garden.” RSVP for 
this in-person, with masks event 
at 630.355.8980, x118 or email 
REAdmin@stapostle.org no later 
than December 3. Please pay $10 
at the door to participate.

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Wednesday, December 8
(Holy Day of Obligation)
8:30 am Mass
7:00 pm Mass*

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Wednesday, December 15
7:00 pm | Church
Beginning in the Church 
with a communal liturgy of 
reconciliation, this advent 
offering also provides the 
opportunity for individual 
confession with parish and guest 
priests. 

Advent Playlist: ADVENT-ure
The season of Advent encourages us to slow down and ponder … to ponder Christ’s first 
coming in the miracle of Christmas … to ponder Christ’s second coming at the end of 
time. Yet, often, Advent is anything but quiet and relaxed. This playlist is full of ideas to 
help you or your family have meaningful Advent time. Check out the Advent playlist on 
the St. Thomas website.

Help Fill Care Pantry Christmas Stockings
St. Thomas middle and high school students are filling Christmas stockings for our Care 
Pantry families. Can you help by donating items to fill the stockings? Donations are needed 
by December 15 and can be brought to the Gathering Area or given to Dorothy Grantham 
or Peggy Goralski. We appreciate your help!
Suggested stocking stuffer items include the following:
• Candy, gum and mints
• Chapstick, fun hair items
• Gloves and socks
• Gift cards (in small amounts) for Starbucks, McDonald’s, Dunkin or Taco Bell
• Puzzle books or other small toy items

Keeping Christ in Christmas
Take a break from the hectic pace of the holidays and gather with others who seek to keep 
their focus on the true meaning of the season. Join us for a Zoom version of Keeping Christ 
in Christmas on Thursday, December 2, from 6:30–7:15 pm. This will be a time of prayer, 
sharing and refreshments. In addition, each family will start an Advent activity which can 
be continued each day of Advent. Those families who register for this special evening will 
be asked to pick up their Advent activity packet at St. Thomas. The activity packet will 
include what you need to join in prayer and our Advent activity, as well as the Zoom link 
for the meeting. Email Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@stapostle.org or Lorraine Katz at lkatz@
stapostle.org by November 30 to register. 

Seasonal Traditions
Traditions are very much a part of church life. Do you have some holiday traditions? 
“Seasonal Traditions” make the Advent and Christmas seasons extra special. Here are some 
suggestions.
• Make an Advent Wreath using evergreens and four candles: three purple and one pink. 

Light a purple candle and say a short prayer each week as we prepare for Jesus’ birth. 
The third week, light the pink candle for JOY that Jesus’ birth is near.

• Make a Jesse Tree to introduce or reinforce scripture stories from the Old Testament.
• Sing Christmas carols together.
• Visit the St. Thomas Meditation Park and enjoy God’s beauty.

Twas the Night Before Christmas …
Looking for some great Christmas reads? Here are some of OUR favorites. Be sure to let us 
know YOURS! These books are available in the St. Thomas library.
The Bible (adult or children’s) Luke 2:1-20
The Sparkle Box by Jill Hardie
Peef the Christmas Bear by Tom Hegg
The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
The First Christmas Tree by Helen Haidle
Mary Did You Know by Mark Lowry
A Special Place for Santa (St. Nicholas story) by Jeanne Pieper
The Littlest Angel by Charles Tazewell
The Nativity by Julie Vivas
The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg 
B is for Bethlehem by Isabel Wilner

Holidays may be a time of stress or difficult memories. Pastoral Care remains 
present to all parishioners for listening, prayer, support, referrals and Eucharist.

Call Jan Olah in the Pastoral Care Office 630.355.8980, x124  
or Felicia Lawlor in the Parish Nurse Office, x104.



Advent/Christmas 
Calendar
NOVEMBER
28 First Sunday of Advent  

Virtual Lessons & Carols
30 Mid-Day Meditation, 12:00 pm
DECEMBER
2 Keeping Christ in Christmas, 

6:30 pm
4 Fifth Grade Mass, 4:30 pm
4 Joint Middle School and High 

School Service Project
4, 7 Fifth Grade RE Classes at  

St. Thomas Ministry Center
5 Second Sunday of Advent 

Virtual Lessons & Carols
6 Advent Taizé Prayer, 7:00 pm
7 Mid-Day Meditation, 12:00 pm 
7 Advent by Candlelight, 7:00 pm
8 Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception 
8:30 am and 7:00 pm Masses

8, 15, 
22 Children’s Christmas Pageant 

rehearsals
12 Third Sunday of Advent  

Virtual Lessons & Carols
12 Pre-K, Second Grade Mass, 

11:15 am
14 Mid-Day Meditation, 12:00 pm
15 Care Pantry Christmas 

stockings donations deadline
15 Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

7:00 pm
18–19 Ham and Turkey Drive
19 Deadline for Care Pantry gift 

cards
19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Virtual Lessons & Carols
21 Mid-Day Meditation, 12:00 pm
24 Christmas Eve 

4:00, 4:15, 7:00 and 10:00 pm 
Masses

25 Christmas Day  
9:00 and 11:00 am Masses

26 Feast of the Holy Family 
8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am Masses 
(No 4:30 pm Mass Saturday, 
December 25)

31 Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God (not a Holy Day 
of Obligation this year) 
Mass of Anticipation, 4:30 pm

JANUARY
1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

10:00 am Mass
2 Epiphany of the Lord 

8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am Masses 
(No 4:30 pm Mass Saturday, 
January 1)

5 Comfort My People — From 
Darkness to Light, A Prayer 
Service for Healing, 7:30 pm

16 Deadline for Swaddling Project

Outreach and Social Justice
Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness 
should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

—Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord Always 
As we prepare for the birth of Christ, what in your life causes you to rejoice? Perhaps you 
will be able to spend part of the Advent or Christmas season with people you were not 
able to see last year. Perhaps these gatherings will allow a rekindling of family traditions. 
A magnificent sunset, the laugher of a child, quiet moments in prayer and contemplation, 
an unexpected call or card from a friend, and sharing time with those close to you may be 
a catalyst for delight. However you rejoice, be aware that our Loving God is not only near, 
but in the midst of your celebrations. 

Remember too those who find it difficult to rejoice. Those who have lost a loved one, 
those who are struggling financially, those who will experience loneliness during the 
Christmas season. They may not recognize or acknowledge that the Lord is near and 
may have hearts full of anxiety. Hold them in your prayers and your petitions. As you 
do, remember with great thanksgiving all that you have received from our generous and 
bountiful God. 

Participate in Advent Action and show your kindness to those in your family, your 
parish, your neighborhood, and your world. What a great way to rejoice! As beloved sisters 
and brothers living in the peace of God, we can accomplish more than we can imagine. 
Keep your mind and your focus rooted in Christ Jesus and rejoice with compassionate and 
loving hearts. 
Care Pantry Christmas Party
There is no party again this year. Once again, we will collect gift cards and will distribute 
the gift cards to our Care Pantry families at the drive-thru food distribution on Tuesday, 
December 21. Please consider donating gift cards to Meijer, Target and Walmart in 
denominations of $10, $20 and $25. This will give us the most flexibility when we 
divide the cards among the Care Pantry families. Gift cards are due no later than Sunday, 
December 19. 

Drop the cards off at church or send them to: St. Thomas the Apostle, ATTN: Anne, 
1500 Brookdale Road, Naperville, IL 60563. Or, consider making a cash donation to 
purchase gift cards. Make checks out to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Christmas Gifts” in the 
memo. 
Christmas Hams and Turkeys
Hams and turkeys will be collected on December 18–19 for St. Thomas Care Pantry 
families, the Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry, and the food pantries at St. Nicholas in Aurora 
and St. Patrick (Fr. Dof ’s Parish) in Joliet. If you know someone in need of food, please 
contact Anne in the OSJ Office: 630.355.8980, x113.
Duchity Education Fund
Throughout Advent, the Haiti Twinning Ministry offers a Haitian Christmas card featuring 
a Duchity student. Consider sending this card in lieu of a gift. The gift of education lasts 
a lifetime. Over 95 percent of the children at St. Thomas supported schools pass the state 
tests. A donation of $50 is suggested, but any amount is welcomed. The goal is $30,000 
($11,350 collected to date). An electronic Christmas card will be made available or contact 
the Outreach and Social Justice Office to have cards and pictures mailed to you. Checks 
can be made to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Haiti DEF” in the memo. To make an online 
donation, go to https://osvhub.com/stapostle/funds/haiti-twinning-education-sponsor-a-
child. 
Swaddling Project
Consider donating gift cards for local pregnancy centers to assist families awaiting the birth 
or celebrating the recent birth of a child. Gift cards to grocery stores, Kohl’s, Target and 
Walmart in any denomination you choose are appreciated. Cards to be collected between 
December 22 and January 16. 

Drop the cards off at church or send them to: St. Thomas the Apostle, ATTN: Anne, 
1500 Brookdale Road, Naperville, IL 60563. Or, consider making a cash donation to 
purchase gift cards. Make checks out to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Swaddling Project” in the 
memo. 


