
Each Summer St. Thomas hosts a mission speaker. This year’s speaker is 
Ertha Papillon who founded and directs an elementary school and an 
orphanage in Trois-Bois, Haiti. She is a leader in our Haiti Twinning Parish in 
nearby Duchity. The virus has prevented her from being here in person. 
However, she will visit virtually via a video. Ertha has visited often and is always 
graciously received. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

How You Can Help
1. Attend Mass and, as you are able, place your donation in the basket at the church exit.
2. Checks can be written to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Ertha” in the memo and sent to St. Thomas OSJ –

ATTN: MIKE (1500 Brookdale Rd. Naperville, 60563).
3. Credit Card: Go to www.stapostle.org and click “Please Give” box on the home page. 

 Select “Click here to setup your on-line giving account”. 
 You have the choice of setting up an account or “Quick Give”. 
 Click the “funds” drop down list and select the “Ertha Mission Appeal” fund. 

(Shortcut url: https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1479/DirectDonate/76238.) Be aware that a credit card 
processing charge of 3.4% will be deducted from your Ertha Mission Appeal donation.

Thank You!

Ertha Papillon
Virtual Visit to St. Thomas

Next Weekend 



Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Our Lady of Perpetual Help is the name of Ertha’s Haitian Foundation that is the umbrella 
organization for her school and orphanage. In a very real sense, Ertha is a “lady of 
perpetual help”. She has dedicated her life to serve the impoverished, malnourished, and 
orphaned children in her Trois-Bois community.  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Elementary School
In 1998, Ertha began teaching 35 impoverished children in front of her home. There were 305 children 
attending school when the pandemic caused schools to close. They will reopen August 10 to complete the 
school year by October. The new year will begin in November. 99% of her students pass the national tests 
(the Haitian average is 50%). She has been approved for a grant of $2,500 for the paving of the 
schoolyard but needs to complete the project before receiving the grant funds. Funds are needed for that.

MAR-DAV Orphanage 
In 2006, a grandmother brought a newborn to Ertha to take care of as the child’s mother died during 
childbirth. That was the beginning of the orphanage which now has 20 children. They range in age from 
4 to 14. Within the last year, the director of orphanages in Jeremie has brought six children to the 
orphanage because she knows they will be safe and loved there. Continuing the operation of the 
orphanage is a constant struggle … food for the children, salaries for the caretakers, including a nurse 
from the area. Other needs include finishing the second building to provide a dorm for the boys, a new 
stove, and a security fence. 

School Orphanage

Aliantine and Fabianne graduated from 
Ertha’s Orphanage, from Ertha’s School, 
and from St. Thomas high school with 
excellent grades. Aliantine has a sponsor 
for university nursing school. Fabianne 
needs a sponsor to continue her university
agronomy education.


