
Dear Parish Family,

When we hear the word “sacrifice,” many immediately think of giving up something, as many do 
during Lent. We talk about Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross when He gave up His life in love for the world. 
Indeed, according to the dictionary, to sacrifice is to give up something.

However, the word “sacrifice” comes from two words, “sacri,” meaning holy, and “facere,” which 
means to make. So, when we make a sacrifice, we are making something holy. During Lent, we 
are encouraged to give something holy to God, e.g., more time in prayer or remove something 
which stands in the way of our relationship with God. Through His sacrifice on the cross, our Lord 
triumphed over sin that stood in the way of our relationship with God and renewed in us in our call to 
be God’s holy people. As St. Peter wrote in his first letter to the Christian community, “Once you were 

no people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

May we make this holy season of Lent a time to renew our commitment to follow God’s call in our hearts to be His holy 
people as we remember with joy how His Son showed us the way to our most merciful God.

Even though Lent is a holy season which we are celebrating, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and because of CDC and 
diocesan regulations, we will be celebrating somewhat differently than we have in previous Lenten seasons. For example, 
one change you will notice is the way we will distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday. Instead of ministers placing ashes on our 
foreheads, they will sprinkle a small amount of ashes on our heads.

There will also be significant changes in the way we celebrate Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. Please refer to 
upcoming bulletins which will explain how we are celebrating the three most sacred days of our Church year. Again, all of these 
changes come from the CDC and our Joliet diocese.

One of our cherished traditions at St. Thomas during Lent has been a parish mission. We were planning to welcome Fr. 
Thomas McCarthy, an Augustinian priest, for this year’s parish mission. However, because of COVID-19, he will not be 
leading missions this year. As of this writing, Father Ed Shea from the Franciscan community has agreed to lead our 2022 
parish mission (dates still to be determined).

In the Word,

Rev. Philip M. Danaher, Pastor 

The Season of Lent 2021

For the complete schedule of all activities and services during Lent from  
Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, please see the back page.



Stations of the Cross
Fridays of Lent
7:00 pm, Church

The Way of the Cross has always been a powerful and popular part of the faith tradition 
and devotional life for Catholics throughout the ages. The early practice of Christians 
attempting to retrace and walk the path of Jesus has always been a treasured way to 
commemorate the Passion and Death of Christ.

To maintain safety guidelines for our community members, Stations of the Cross will take 
on a different form this year. While all are invited to pray in the church space, there will not 
be a procession to each station. All gathered will remain socially distanced in their pew, with 
projections assisting the faithful in going through each station and providing verbal responses. 
Music will not be included.

February 19, March 5, March 19
Through the simple, intimate, yet powerful words of Everyone’s Way of the Cross, those 
on the journey are invited to grow closer to Christ by embracing the mystery of suffering in 
the world.

February 26, March 12, March 26
The Scriptural Stations of the Cross are based on those celebrated by Saint Pope John Paul 
II on Good Friday in 1991. They are an alternative to the traditional stations as a way of 
more deeply reflecting on the Scriptural accounts of Christ’ Passion.

A Lent podcast: “The Word”
A Lent podcast “The Word” is being offered by Fr. James Martin, S.J. and the staff 
of America magazine. A new reflection will be available every other day starting Ash 
Wednesday, February 17.

Subscribe to “The Word” on Apple, Spotify, Google or Americamagazine.org/podcasts.

Lenten reflections are also available through mayslakeministries.org and loyolapress.org.

These opportunities are offered to aid in deepening and enriching your faith life during the 
season of Lent and beyond.

Food Donations for Care 
Pantry
Drive-thru donations will be 
collected Tuesday, March 9  
from 9:00–11:00 am and 4:00–
5:00 pm.

Food items most needed are:
• cake mix
• jello
• pasta
• pasta sauce
• side dishes
• cereal
• macaroni and cheese

Place the items in the trunk or 
the back of your vehicle, stay in 
your vehicle and we will remove 
the items for you. Items will be 
collected outside Door C, which 
is across from the labyrinth. As 
you start to drive around the 
building, you will see orange 
cones with instructions.

Social Justice Stations of 
the Cross
The Stations of the Cross 
“Toward Justice and Peace” will 
be posted on the St. Thomas 
website at www.stapostle.
org. The stations follow the 
final journey of Jesus while 
highlighting 14 women and men 
who walked in his footprints, 
including St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
(Native American) and 
Archbishop Oscar Romero.

Easter Ham Collection
The Easter ham collection is 
Palm Sunday weekend, March 
27–28. The goal is 200 hams for 
the Naperville, Aurora and Joliet 
areas. Volunteers will accept 
donated hams or monetary 
donations at Door C from 4:00–
6:00 pm Saturday, March 27 
and 8:30 am–12:00 pm Sunday, 
March 28.

http://Americamagazine.org/podcasts
http://mayslakeministries.org
http://loyolapress.org


Ash Wednesday Family Prayer Service  
and Family Faith Activity

Wednesday, February 17, 4:30 pm, Church
Begin your Lenten journey at the Ash Wednesday Family Prayer Service. This service 
includes song, Scripture readings and the distribution of ashes.

Wednesday, February 17, 6:30–7:15 pm, Zoom
Join us for a Zoom family faith activity. This will be a time of prayer and sharing. In 
addition, each family will make a craft that can be used throughout the Lenten season as 
a reminder of the journey and focus of Lent. Those families who register for this special 
evening will be asked to pick up their Lent activity packet at St. Thomas. The activity 
packet will include what you need to join in prayer and our craft, as well as the Zoom link 
for the meeting. Email Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@stapostle.org or Lorraine Katz at lkatz@
stapostle.org by February 15 to register.

Terry Nelson Johnson Speaking  
to Middle School RE Classes

On February 20 and 22, Terry Nelson Johnson will share with middle school RE classes. 
Parents are welcome to attend Terry’s presentation which will take place during the regular 
RE (in-person) class times. To allow ample room for social distancing, this presentation will 
take place in church.

Terry’s presentation is entitled ‘Running the Paschal Mystery’ and he explains the title this 
way, “One gets the impression that Jesus did the Paschal Mystery for us a really, really long 
time ago and every year during Holy Week we gather to remember the story and thank him 
. . . again. Ah, but is it possible that with respect to the Paschal Mystery, the passing over 
from death to life, Jesus went first – and now, today, he invites us in to the Mystery with 
him? What if the Paschal Mystery is ‘the rhythm of Love,’ and to the extent that we have 
the guts to participate in this Mystery, Jesus exquisitely companions us into New Life!”

Terry’s art is the written and spoken word. Through storytelling, poetry, and humor, Terry 
challenges us to enter more deeply into the mystery of grace, the mystery of spirit, the 
mystery of God. Terry has served on the faculty of the Loyola Academy Jesuit High School 
for eighteen years and is Founder and Executive Director of Soul-Play, LLC, an enterprise 
serving congregations, families, schools, and adult retreats. He is Resident Theologian and 
Animator of Faith at Old St. Patrick’s Church, holds a master’s degree from the Institute of 
Pastoral Studies, Loyola University; and a Doctorate of Ministry from the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake.

Additional Opportunities  
for Middle School Students

Middle school families are invited to celebrate Mass together at 3 pm, on March 7. Fr. 
Bill Etheredge will be the presider. Middle school students will minister as lectors and 
commentators. Families who plan to attend will need to register on the St. Thomas 
website for this special liturgy.

Teens with Character encourages youth to be the hands and feet of Christ. Come to 
Teens with Character on Sunday, February 28, and Sunday, March 14 to experience 
fellowship and explore practical ways to live our faith. Teens with Character meetings 
take place from 4:30–6:00 pm in the St. Thomas gym.

Middle school volunteers are needed to act out the Living Stations of the Cross and 
to provide the narration. We are looking to be able to carry on the tradition of Living 
Stations of the Cross in some socially distanced and safe way. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to come to a deeper understanding of the depth of God’s love 
for us. If you are interested or would like more information, contact Peggy Goralski at 
pgoralski@stapostle.org or 630.355.8980, x123.

Family Stations  
of the Cross
Families are invited to walk the 
Stations of the Cross outside 
this year. A Prayer Guide is 
available to borrow, leading 
your family through each 
station, with a leader and youth 
response. The walk will take 
about 15–20 minutes. 

Please contact Lorraine Katz 
at lkatz@stapostle.org or 
630.355.8980, x109 to borrow 
guides and arrange a time to 
walk the stations. The stations 
start at the back of the parking 
lot where outside RE classes 
began in the fall and end near 
the outdoor labyrinth. It is a 
nice place to pray and walk.

Ash Wednesday and Holy 
Week Playlists
There are many online resources 
to help make the season of Lent 
more meaningful. A ‘playlist’ 
highlights several of these 
resources. There are resources 
for young and old alike! Be sure 
to take a look at two Lenten 
playlists. One will be available 
around the time of Ash 
Wednesday, the second one 
will be available as Holy Week 
approaches. You can check 
them out on the St. Thomas 
website.

mailto:pgoralski%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:lkatz%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:lkatz%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:pgoralski%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:lkatz%40stapostle.org?subject=


FEBRUARY
17 Ash Wednesday

 7:00 am Communion Service

 8:30 am Mass

 12:00 pm Liturgy of the Word w/ Distribution of Ashes

 4:30 pm Liturgy of the Word w/ Distribution of Ashes 
  (family focus)

 6:30 pm Zoom Family Faith Activity 
   (register by February 15)

 7:00 pm Mass
 For ALL in-person Ash Wednesday services, there is no 

preregistration. Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

19 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration  

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

20 8:30 am Terry Nelson Johnson Speaks to  
  Middle School RE Classes

22 7:15 pm Terry Nelson Johnson Speaks to  
  Middle School RE Classes

26 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125

28 4:30 pm Teens with Character

MARCH
5 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

7 3:00 pm Middle School Family Mass
   Registration opens Friday, February 19. Max. 125.

9 9:00–11:00 am and 4:00–5:00 pm
 Drive-thru Food Donations for Care Pantry 

12 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

14 4:30 pm Teens with Character

15 7:00 pm Virtual Taize Lenten prayer

19 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

24 7:00 pm Lenten Reconciliation service
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

26 Easter flower contributions due

 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
   No preregistration 

  Contact tracing form required. Max. 125.

27–28 Easter Ham Collection

Lenten Schedule
Monday–Friday: Virtual Prayer Service at www.stapostle.org and 8:30 am Mass

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
 Saturday, March 27 — Mass of Anticipation

 4:30 pm Mass

 Sunday, March 28

 9:00 am Mass

 10:45 am Mass
 Registration for Masses opens Thursday, March 25. Max. 125.

Monday, March 29–Wednesday, March 31
 Online Virtual Prayer Service and 8:30 am Mass
 No preregistration.

Thursday of Holy Week (Holy Thursday)
 Thursday, April 1

 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
 Registration opens Monday, March 29 at 10:00 am and closes 

Thursday, April 1 at 5:00 pm. Max. 125

 To ensure the safety of all who enter the church space, we 
cannot allow walk-ins for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Holy Thursday. We would be unable to sanitize the space 
after Mass for worshipers entering the church solely for 
Adoration. Furthermore, there will not be Night Prayer to 
conclude the period of Adoration as we are unable to provide 
worship aids. After the conclusion of the Mass, those who 
are in the church space are welcome to adore for 30 minutes 
before the building closes.

Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
 Friday, April 2

 12:00 pm Virtual Living Stations
 Online presentation of Stations of the Cross, dramatized by 

the youth of St. Thomas the Apostle.

 3:00 pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
 Liturgy includes communal adoration of the Holy Cross and 

distribution of the Eucharist.

 Registration opens Monday, March 29 at 10:00 am and closes 
Friday, April 2 at 1:00 pm. Max. 125.

Holy Saturday
 Saturday, April 3

 12:00 pm Blessing of Easter Food baskets

 Outdoor blessing — in front of Gathering Area doors
 **No 3:30 pm Reconciliation or 4:30 pm Mass

 7:30 pm The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
 Registration opens Monday, March 29 at 10:00 am and closes 

Saturday, April 3 at 5:30 pm. Max. 125.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
 Sunday, April 4

 7:30 am Mass in Church

 9:00 am Mass in Church

 9:15 am Mass in Gym

 10:30 am Mass in Church

 10:45 am Mass in Gym

 12:00 pm Mass in Church

 Registration FOR ALL EASTER MASSES opens Monday, March 
8 at 10:00 am and closes Wednesday, March 31 at 5:00 pm. 
Max 125 in Church and 60 in Gym.

Weekday Mass schedule resumes Monday, April 5.

*Due to the pandemic, Mass obligation is suspended indefinitely 
in the Diocese of Joliet. 

All masses and the Good Friday service will be livestreamed. 
Please see the St. Thomas website at www.stapostle.org for the 
links.

When preregistration is not required, contact tracing forms are 
required. To save time, download, print, complete and bring the 
form with you when you come to St. Thomas. Click here for the 
form.
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