
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

ZOOM MEETING 
 
 

Parish Mission Statement: 
 
Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant 
community – to be Christ in the World.  We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all generations 
through worship, faith formation, witness, and service. 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Brittany Tres * Faith & Spiritual Formation – Carrie Wujek* Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal * 
David Johanneson * Finance – Susan Wood O’Leary* Rev. Philip Danaher * 
Michael McCormick* Parish Life – Deb Scheckel * Janet Simmons * 
Alison Ohl * Service – Linda Bailey*   

 Stewardship and PPC Chair - Barbara Mambu*  
 Worship – Jeff Balsewicz *  

* Attended 
 
The parish staff were invited to attend the first part of this meeting, and many were present and 
participated in the meeting discussions. 

 
Opening Prayer:  Barb Mambu 
Meeting Notes:  Janet Simmons 
 
 
Welcome and Celebrations 
 

- The church reopening team was praised for adherence to coronavirus safety protocols. (Feeling safe at 
St. Thomas, unlike experience at other area parish Mass.) 

 
Focus on Racial Justice 

Racial Justice Team members Samantha Delke and Mike Ryder spoke about progress made since last 
month’s PPC meeting.  Samantha and Mike shared highlights of discussions with parishioners who 
identify as racial minorities.  A few of the parishioners recounted unjust experiences with law 
enforcement and the criminal justice system. Several retold police profiling incidents. One parishioner 
felt she was judged harshly by other St. Thomas parishioners because of her race. The parishioners had 
very diverse opinions about how, and whether, St. Thomas might best raise the cause of racial justice 
with the entire parish.  The next step for the Team is to announce the focus on racial justice, and to 
continue working on plans.  PPC will be updated on developments. 
 

Quick Commission Updates: 
Faith Formation – Five “Just Mercy” virtual book groups, comprised of 38 participants, have begun; 
there’s been positive feedback so far. Carrie highlighted that the book group ties in well with the Focus 
on Racial Justice initiative. Additional adult volunteers are needed in a variety of roles for the youth 
ministry program.  
Worship Commission – There will be three Christmas Eve and one Christmas Day Masses. Reopening 
limits cap reserved seating at 125 per Mass.  When reserved seating fills, parishioners can live stream 
the masses in the parking lot and receive Communion outside.  Other ideas are being explored to enrich 



the parking lot mass experience.  Lessons & Carols will be divided into four weekly virtual events with 
readings, wreath lighting, virtual choir, etc.  Worship Wednesday video sessions have begun for children 
and families; new each week, they provide another enrichment opportunity.  
Service Commission – Linda Bailey provided a written report for Outreach and Social Justice and Pastoral 
Care. Signups for a modified Harvest Sunday food collection are underway. Sponsor-a-Child is off to a 
slow start, with lower Mass attendance. Pastoral Care is preparing for the October 26 St. Dymphna Mass 
for those coping with mental and emotional conditions. Grief support, mental health and health 
consultations continue. 
Finance & Administration – Susan Wood O’Leary reported that Sunday collections for the first three 
months of the fiscal year are about $35,000 below budgeted levels. Fortunately, expenses are lower 
than budgeted levels so far.  Susan expressed concern that the actual Christmas collection may not meet 
budgeted levels due to the coronavirus restrictions on Mass attendance and fewer Christmas Masses. A 
low Christmas collection would have a significant effect on overall parish financial health.  The revenue 
outlook is uncertain and the Finance Council will closely monitor revenue and expense trends. 
Stewardship Commission – no update 
Parish Life – supporting Worship Commission plans. 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer led by Barb Mambu 

 
 

NEXT MEETING PLC (Staff and PPC meet together) – Tuesday October 20, 2020, 7:00pm  


