
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

ZOOM MEETING 
 
 

Parish Mission Statement: 
 
Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant 
community – to be Christ in the World.  We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all generations 
through worship, faith formation, witness, and service. 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Brittany Tres * Faith & Spiritual Formation – Carrie Wujek* Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal * 
David Johanneson * Finance – Susan Wood O’Leary* Rev. Philip Danaher * 
Michael McCormick* Parish Life – Deb Scheckel * Janet Simmons * 
Alison Ohl * Service – Linda Bailey*   

 Stewardship and PPC Chair - Barbara Mambu*  
 Worship – Jeff Balsewicz   

* Attended 
 

 
Opening Prayer:  Barb Mambu 
Meeting Notes:  Janet Simmons 
 
 
Welcome and Celebrations 
 

- The church reopening team was praised for adherence to coronavirus safety protocols. (Feeling safe at 
St. Thomas, unlike experience at other area parish Mass.) 

- The Payroll Protection Program loan under the Cares Act was fully forgiven by the Small Business 
Administration, effectively becoming a grant used to pay staff salaries. 

 
Focus on Racial Justice 

Plans include a speaker at Masses the second week of Advent.  Fr. Danaher shared that feedback he has 
had about his launch of the Racial Justice theme was mostly positive.  Council agreed that an invitation 
to join the Racial Justice team should be publicized and promoted.  The Faith Formation Commission is 
very interested in supporting the Racial Justice efforts. 
 

Quick Commission Updates: 
Faith Formation – “Just Mercy” virtual book groups have been well received, and there is some interest 
in possibly repeating the book group in the spring. Carrie highlighted that the book group ties in well 
with Focus on Racial Justice activities.  Additional adult volunteers are needed in a variety of roles, 
particularly as baptism preparation volunteer and religious education aide.  
Worship Commission – No update. There will be three Christmas Eve and one Christmas Day Masses. 
Reopening limits cap reserved seating at 125 per Mass.  When reserved seating fills, parishioners can 
live stream the masses in the parking lot and receive Communion outside.  Other ideas are being 
explored to enrich the parking lot mass experience.   Michael McCormick is producing several videos to 
share during Advent, including a Christmas Pageant video for all Christmas masses.  
Service Commission – Linda Bailey provided a written report for Outreach and Social Justice and Pastoral 
Care. Harvest Sunday was very successful, with food donations exceeding last year by 50%. Christmas 



gift cards will be distributed instead of the usual Care Pantry Christmas party.  Pastoral Care is applying 
for a grant from the Association of Catholic Mental Health Ministers to provide funding for the St. 
Thomas program. Health screenings and referrals continue. 
Finance & Administration – Susan Wood O’Leary reported that revenues for the first four months of the 
fiscal year are about $47,000 below budgeted levels. Fortunately, expenses are lower than budgeted 
levels so far.  Susan expressed concern that the actual Christmas collection may not meet budgeted 
levels due to the coronavirus restrictions on Mass attendance and fewer Christmas Masses. A low 
Christmas collection would have a significant effect on overall parish financial health.  The revenue 
outlook is uncertain and the Finance Council will closely monitor revenue and expense trends.  It is 
hoped that plans for adding another weekend Mass will come to fruition soon. 
Stewardship Commission – no update 
Parish Life –plans for Christmas decorations on the exterior of the church are underway. 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer led by Fr. Danaher 

 
 

NEXT MEETING PPC – Tuesday January 19, 2021, 7:00pm  


