
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

ZOOM MEETING 
 
 

Parish Mission Statement: 
 
Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant 
community – to be Christ in the World.  We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all generations 
through worship, faith formation, witness, and service. 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Brittany Tres * Faith & Spiritual Formation – Carrie Wujek* Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal * 
David Johanneson * Finance – Susan Wood O’Leary* Rev. Philip Danaher * 
Michael McCormick* Parish Life – Deb Scheckel * Janet Simmons * 
Alison Ohl * Service – Linda Bailey*   

 Stewardship and PPC Chair - Barbara Mambu*  
 Worship – Jeff Balsewicz*  

* Attended 
 

 
Opening Prayer:  Barb Mambu 
Meeting Notes:  Janet Simmons 
 
 
Welcome and Celebrations 
 

- The Christmas Masses were praised, including the virtual choir pieces put together by Mike and Lisa 
Brose, Michael McCormick and Jim Clauer. The beautiful indoor and outdoor decorations. The many 
volunteer Eucharistic ministers, greeters, ushers, sacristans, musicians, technicians, and Christmas 
pageant enactors were greatly appreciated.  

- Father Danaher’s homily in response to events at the U.S. Capitol were praised as a much-needed 
acknowledgment of the shock many parishioners felt. 

 
Lent and Easter Plans 

The Diocese of Joliet issued guidelines for Lent and Easter celebrations designed with pandemic safety 
as a priority.  The Worship Commission is working to further develop plans in compliance with the 
guidelines and will communicate them to the parish. 
 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 2021 
Procedures for the CMAA have changed due to the pandemic.  Bishop Hicks’s recorded message will be 
played at masses during Commitment Weekend on February 13/14.  St. Thomas the Apostle’s goal this 
year is $174,100, and Fr. Danaher expressed a strong desire to achieve the goal. 
 

Quick Commission Updates: 
Faith Formation – “Just Mercy” virtual book groups have been well received, and plans are developing to 
repeat the book group in the spring. Other books are being considered to further the cause of criminal 
justice reform and racial justice. Carrie highlighted that despite the challenges, the faith formation 
directors continue to hold religious education classes, sacrament preparation and other activities.   



Worship Commission – Cheryl Kaspar has joined the Commission as the new chairperson.  The 
importance of engaging and thanking volunteers was noted.  Plans for Lent and Easter are being 
developed.  Fr. Michael Trail will preside at February 20 & 21 Masses and speak on racial justice. Plans to 
add another weekend mass are developing; more volunteers are needed, particularly greeters, ushers 
and Eucharistic ministers. 
Service Commission – Linda Bailey provided a written report for Outreach and Social Justice (OSJ) and 
Pastoral Care.  Pastoral Care was awarded a $19,475 two-year grant from the Association of Catholic 
Mental Health Ministers to provide funding for the St. Thomas program. The first focus will be on 
training staff to be Mental Health First Aid trainers.    OSJ reported the Christmas Gift Card was a huge 
success with about $16,000 in cards and monetary gifts received. Regina Brent spoke at Masses on 
December 5 and 6 on racial justice and was well-received. Haiti Twinning orphanage and education 
continue to receive adequate funding. 
Finance & Administration – Susan Wood O’Leary reported that Sunday collection revenues for the first 
six months of the fiscal year are near budgeted levels, as was the Christmas collection. Fortunately, 
expenses are lower than budgeted levels so far.  The revenue outlook is uncertain and the Finance 
Council will closely monitor revenue and expense trends.  It is hoped that plans for adding another 
weekend Mass will come to fruition soon. 
Stewardship Commission – see notes under CMAA. 
Parish Life –Outdoor Christmas decorations were placed by many volunteers.  Comments were very 
positive.  Ideas were discussed for reaching out to parishioners who feel isolated. 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer led by Fr. Danaher 

 
 

NEXT MEETING PPC – Tuesday February 16, 2021, 7:00pm  


