
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

ZOOM MEETING 
 
 

Parish Mission Statement: 
 
Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant 
community – to be Christ in the World.  We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all generations 
through worship, faith formation, witness, and service. 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Brittany Tres * Faith & Spiritual Formation – Carrie Wujek* Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal * 
David Johanneson * Finance – Susan Wood O’Leary* Rev. Philip Danaher * 
Michael McCormick* Parish Life – Deb Scheckel  Janet Simmons * 
Alison Ohl * Service – Linda Bailey*   

 Stewardship and PPC Chair - Barbara Mambu*  
 Worship – Jeff Balsewicz*  

* Attended 
 

 
Opening Prayer:  Barb Mambu 
Meeting Notes:  Janet Simmons 
 
 
Welcome and Celebrations 
 

- Coronavirus protocols for Mass were praised as helping assure parishioners and visitors that the parish 
doing what we can to ensure their health and safety. 

 
New Business   

Chairwoman Barb Mambu reviewed and discussed with Council the function and purpose of parish 
councils as depicted and described in the Diocese of Joliet Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines document.  
These are, to develop the parish mission and vision, set parish goals, plan and evaluate and support 
implementation.  Parish councils do not manage or direct parish staff or expend funds.   
 
Council members discussed the process of “welcoming back” parishioners to parish events and Masses.  
Ideas mentioned were, having special Masses (grade level Masses for families with children in that 
grade), recognizing those returning to Mass for the first time since the pandemic started, sign of peace 
to those attending Mass virtually.  
 
 

Quick Commission Updates: 
Faith Formation – Confirmation was held last weekend and Bishop Hicks did a wonderful job presiding.  
Another round of “Just Mercy” virtual book groups being planned.  “21 Day Challenge for Racial 
Awareness” initiative is set for Sunday nights beginning 2/28.  The state of Men’s Faith formation was 
discussed, and the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus was mentioned as a resource to men wanting more 
faith-filled experiences. 
 
 



.   
Worship Commission –  Kathleen Reitmann and Mike Frett joined the Worship Commission.  An 
additional weekend Mass celebration will be added to the weekend Mass schedule beginning March 6 
and 7:  Saturday 4:30, and Sunday 9:00 and 10:45.  Palms will be distributed at the end of Palm Sunday 
Masses, and from 12-1:00 in front of the church.  Seven Easter Masses will be celebrated, including two 
in the gym. The Lenten schedule is available on the website. More volunteers are needed, particularly 
greeters, ushers and Eucharistic ministers. 
Service Commission – Linda Bailey provided a written report for Outreach and Social Justice (OSJ) and 
Pastoral Care.  Pastoral Care is developing plans for a healing Mass; Prayer Shawl and other ministries 
activities continue.  OSJ highlights include:  Care Pantry collected 308 bags of food during their February 
9 drive-through donation despite the cold weather; High School/Social Justice Ministry collaboration 
continues with presentations.   
Finance & Administration – Susan Wood O’Leary reported that Sunday collection revenues for the first 
seven months of the fiscal year are lower than last year. An unexpected bequest will help address 
maintenance and replacements that have been deferred.  Staff managed expenses to be lower than 
budgeted levels so far.  The revenue outlook is uncertain and the Finance Council will closely monitor 
revenue and expense trends.   
Stewardship Commission – Bishop Hicks’s recorded message was played at masses during the CMAA 
Commitment Weekend was praised.  St. Thomas the Apostle’s goal this year is $174,100. 
. 
Parish Life –No report. 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer led by Fr. Danaher 

 
 

NEXT MEETING PPC – Tuesday March 16, 2021, 7:00pm  


