
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

“CHERISHED, CHARGED, CHALLENGED”  
 

 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Todd Galer * Faith & Spiritual Formation – Mary Beth Nagai * Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal * 
David Johanneson  Finance – Susan Wood O’Leary* Rev. Philip Danaher * 
Anne Scanlan* Parish Life – Deb Scheckel * Janet Simmons * 
Alison Ohl * Service – Linda Bailey *  

 Stewardship and PPC Chair - Barbara Mambu   
 Worship – Jeff Balsewicz *  

* Attended 
 
Opening Prayer:  Barb Mambu (PPC Chair) 
Meeting Notes:  Janet Simmons 
 
Recognition and Praise  

-Weekend Mass recordings were appreciated and praised as a way to bring the St. Thomas community 
together virtually.  Familiar faces, very good videography were noted bright spots. 
- Parishioner Larry Hjorth’s efforts to bring food to Hesed House clients temporarily housed in local motels 
due to Covid-19, were recognized as impactful work “under the radar.” 

 
Quick Commission Updates 

Finance – Parish Sunday collections are $74k below budget, expenses are further below budgeted levels, 
resulting in an operating surplus year-to-date through March 31. Staff was placed on a 33 1/3% furlough 
for the month of April at the direction of the Diocese as a way to conserve cash. Due to the uncertain 
revenue forecast, Finance Council members worked with staff department heads to further reduce their 
budget requests by cutting 20% of non-staff costs. The Council will meet again on May 11 to review 
revised expense and revenue budgets.  Janet indicated the parish applied for and received a Payroll 
Protection Program forgivable loan and is working to ensure all amounts spent will qualify as forgivable.  
While this temporary measure eases current cash burdens, it does not affect the next fiscal year budget 
beginning on July 1. 
Parish Life – social distancing presents challenge to this commission.  One idea is to make available for 
purchase “Cherished-Charged-Challenged” t-shirts, possibly with hearts on the elbows for “elbow bump 
greetings” in the future at Masses.  Another idea is to organize drive-by blessings (which are not allowed 
under diocesan guidelines at this time.) 
Stewardship – no report. 
Worship The Commission has not met since Masses were suspended.  Fr. Danaher noted the 
Commission should meet to discuss possible scenarios when social distancing restrictions ease. 
Service – Highlights from Pastoral Care and OSJ – OSJ and Pastoral Care staff and volunteers have 
phoned many parishioners for wellness check-ins during the state’s “stay at home” order.  Feedback 
from parishioners has been very positive, although not all parishioners in the targeted groups were 
reached due to database query issues. 
Faith Formation – Plans for a Day of Service for the “Challenged” part of our parish theme have been 
scrapped due to Covid-19 concerns.  Instead, the Commission plans to announce “St. Thomas Reads” 
with a book by lauded author Bryan Stevenson, “Just Mercy” for all parishioners to read.  Virtual book 



clubs or discussion groups were envisioned.  On a different subject, the parish app was discussed as a 
way to further engage different ministry groups. The limiting factor is the relatively small number of 
parishioners who’ve downloaded the app. It was suggested that religious education families be required 
to download and enable the app as a beginning point to utilize the app for push notifications to specific 
groups of parishioners. 
 

  
 Deanery Update 

None. 
 
 
 

 

Closing Prayer – Fr. Danaher 

 
Closing and Open prayers for next meeting:  OPEN  
 

 
NEXT MEETING  

Tuesday May 19, 2020, 7:00pm  


