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Parish Staff
Priests in Residence
Rev. Philip Danaher, Pastor, x102, pdanaher@stapostle.org
Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal, CMI, Parochial Vicar, x103, jkapp@stapostle.org

Priests Assisting on Weekends
Rev. Bob Colaresi, O. Carm., Weekend Associate, robco@robco.org
Rev. Matt Lorenz, Senior Vicar, Archdiocese of Chicago

Permanent Deacons
Michael (Kathryn) Barrett — 630.355.8980, x145, meabarrett@att.net
Jim (Mary Jo) Breen — 630.486.3133, jimb4853@gmail.com
Joe (Carolyn) Cuzzone — 630.355.8980, x224, DeaconJoeCuzzone@gmail.com
Larry (Susan) Kearney — 630.355.8980, x225, lrkearney@comcast.net
Chuck (Sue) Lane — 630.355.8980, x223, chuck.lane2@icloud.com
Patrick (Mary Jo) Lennon — 630.901.3223, presence.now@gmail.com

Liturgy and Music
Jim Clauer, Director of Liturgy and Music, x111, jclauer@stapostle.org
Samantha Delke, Associate Director of Liturgy and Music, x120, sdelke@stapostle.org

Faith Formation
Melissa Santos, Principal at All Saints Catholic Academy, 630.961.6125
Patti Dougherty, Director of Religious Education, x109, pdougherty@stapostle.org
Peggy Goralski, Director of Middle School Faith Formation, x123, pgoralski@stapostle.org
Dorothy Grantham, Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry, x117, dgrantham@stapostle.org
Chari Rosales, Director of Adult Education and RCIA, x138, crosales@stapostle.org
Marge Coronado, Religious Education Assistant, x118, mcoronado@stapostle.org

Outreach and Social Justice
Michael Ryder, Director of Outreach and Social Justice, x121, mryder@stapostle.org
Anne Schultz, OSJ Partner, x113, aschultz@stapostle.org
Sally Meno, OSJ Associate, x137, smeno@stapostle.org

Pastoral Care
Jan Olah, Director of Pastoral Care, x124
Felicia Lawlor,* Faith Community Nurse, x104, flawlor@stapostle.org

Administration
Janet Simmons, Finance/Business Officer, x106, jsimmons@stapostle.org
Diane McQueen, Gen Office Administrative Asst., x101, dmcqueen@stapostle.org
Kathy Ferguson, Gen Office Administrative Asst., x100, mainoffice@stapostle.org
Casey Braun,* Communications Coordinator, x110, cbraun@stapostle.org
Elizabeth Fisher,* Evening/Saturday Receptionist
Mary Wright,* Evening/Saturday Receptionist
Mary Derwinski,* Administration Asst., x143, mderwinski@stapostle.org
Sue Sportiello,* Financial Asst., x143, ssportiello@stapostle.org
Marilyn DeMeo,* Database Coordinator (T/Th), x107, mdemeo@stapostle.org
Bob Hartmann,* Facility Manager, x133, facility@stapostle.org

Parish Pastoral Council
Barbara Mambu, Chair Alison Ohl
Todd Galer Anne Scanlan
David Johanneson 

Commission Representatives
Linda Bailey, Service Deb Scheckel, Parish Life
Jeff Balsewicz, Worship Susan Wood O’Leary, Stewardship
Mary Beth Nagai, Faith Formation 

Ex-Officio
Fr. Philip Danaher, Pastor Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal, Parochial Vicar
*indicates part-time staff

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
1500 Brookdale Road, Naperville, IL 60563 | 630.355.8980 (Main Office) | 630.305.6318 (Religious Education) | 630.355.0521 (Fax)

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 8:30 pm, Monday–Thursday; 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Friday
email to mainoffice@stapostle.org or visit us at www.stapostle.org

Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois • Most. Rev. Richard E. Pates, Apostolic Administrator

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Reconciliation is 
available Saturday, 3:30 to 4:15 pm, in the Reconciliation 
Room of the Chapel. Our priests are available during the 
week by appointment. Communal Penance services are 
held occasionally during the year.

In the Hospital or Home Bound: Call the Church Office 
to receive prayer/Eucharist from a priest, deacon or 
Minister of Care.

Baptism: Baptisms are usually celebrated two to three 
Sundays each month at a 12:45 pm service. On selected 
dates, baptisms are celebrated during weekend Mass. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal awareness and 
renewal session prior to the Baptism. Call Kathy Ferguson 
in the Church Office a few months in advance to make 
arrangements.

Matrimony: A couple planning on being married at  
St. Thomas should contact the church six months in 
advance. One year is preferred. Either the bride or groom, 
or their parents, must be a registered parishioner at least 
three months before setting a date. Call Diane McQueen 
to schedule.

Religious Education: Call 630.305.6318 to register.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults):
Any person wanting to learn more about the Catholic 
Faith, or to join our Catholic community should call the 
church at 630.355.8980.

Counseling Service: Contact Jan Olah, Pastoral Care 
630.355.8980, x124.

Sunday Nursery: Nursery care is available for your 
child age one (walking) to four at the 9:30 and 11:15 am 
Masses. For more information call the church office.

Our Outreach Twinning Parishes:
St. Thomas the Apostle has an ongoing twinning 
relationship with the following parishes:

St. Marie Madeleine in Duchity, Haiti
St. Agnes on the Lakota Indian Reservation, 
Manderson, South Dakota
St. Nicholas in Aurora, Illinois

Our Parish School:
All Saints Catholic Academy
1155 Aurora Ave
Naperville, IL 60540
630.961.6125
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Liturgy Schedule
Cancelled until further notice
Daily
(Monday–Friday)
Communion Service: 6:30 am
Rosary: 8:10 am
Mass: 8:30 am 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: 9:00 am

(Saturday)
Rosary: 8:10 am
Mass: 8:30 am 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: 9:00 am

Weekend
Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:15 am, 6:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday

Welcome Guests and Visitors!
We’re so glad you’re here and invite you to walk the path of faith with 
us. St. Thomas strives to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, 
where the healing, reconciling, liberating love of God is shared by all. 
Join us!

Would you like to become a parishioner?
Call Kathy Ferguson in the General Office at 630.355.8980, x100

Dear Parish Family,

“In a little while, the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me, because I live and 
you will live.”

Jesus spoke those words from today’s 
gospel just before Jewish and Roman 
leaders took Him away to be crucified. The 

scene is part of Jesus’ final talk with his disciples on Holy Thursday. The 
world would not see Him after He was laid in the tomb. The disciples 
would see Him after His resurrection.

In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles that was read on Easter 
Sunday, Peter said about Jesus, “They killed Him, hanging Him on a 
tree, only to have God raise Him up on the third day and grant that He 
be seen, not by all, but only by such witnesses as had been chosen by 
God.”

Think how easy it would have been if the risen Jesus had revealed 
Himself to Jewish and Roman leaders, or if Jesus had appeared in 
risen glory to the world. The Christian community might have grown 
tremendously almost overnight. We wouldn’t have to do anything. Let 
God do all the work.

The history of God’s relationship with humanity is His working with 
and through us. It started with Abraham, Moses and the prophets. It 
continued with Jesus’ followers. It continues with and through us. God 
has always wanted to work with and through human beings through His 
words and actions which we are called to share with the world.

In the Word,

This year marks the 35th Anniversary of St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church. Throughout this commemorative year, we as a parish family  
will explore the CHERISHED, CHARGED, CHALLENGED theme through liturgy, service and study.

with 
fr danaher

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020
“I will ask the Father, and he will give you … the Spirit of truth.”
— John 14:16–17
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Readings for Today
First Reading —The people of Samaria accepted the word of God 
preached by Philip; they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17).
Psalm — Let all the earth cry out to God with joy (Psalm 66)
Second Reading — Act with gentleness and reverence toward all, so 
that when you are maligned those who defame you will be the ones put 
to shame (1 Peter 3:15-18) or 1 Peter 4:13-16.
Gospel — I will not leave you orphans, but will come to you  
(John 14:15-21) or Jn 17:1-11a.

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:  Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;  

Jn 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23; 
 Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); otherwise 
 Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday: Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16; 
 Jn 17:1-11a; or (for Ascension) 
 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23;  

Mt 28:16-20

Worship Commission — Liturgy and Music

Liturgy Schedule and Mass Intentions
Due to the cancellation of all Masses, the intentions below will be 
honored during the Mass that is being celebrated and recorded for our 
parishioners this weekend. The Mass will be made available on the  
St. Thomas website.

Monday, May 18, 2020
8:30 am For Direction of Finding a New Bishop for Joliet Diocese

Tuesday, May 19, 2020
8:30 am †Anne Battisto, by The Battisto Family

Wednesday, May 20, 2020
8:30 am †John Easton, by Audrey Easton

Thursday, May 21, 2020
8:30 am For Medical Professionals

Friday, May 22, 2020
8:30 am †Erik Severson, by The Petersen Family

Saturday, May 23, 2020
8:30 am For St. Thomas Staff
4:30 pm Mass of Anticipation
 †William Raef, by The Battisto Family
 †Conor Vesper, by Mark Vesper

Sunday, May 24, 2020
Ascension of the Lord, Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 am For Small Business Owners
9:30 am †John McNicholas, by Laura and Edwin Trusk
11:15 am For the People of St. Thomas
6:00 pm For Nursing Home Patients

Reflection on the Readings
As we continue our Easter season reflections on the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in our lives, we begin to hear more and more frequent mentions 
of the Spirit, in preparation for our coming Pentecost celebration. As we gather for worship today, let us pray for the coming of the Spirit every day into 
our lives, and for our openness to receiving that same Spirit.
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Great and Ever-Changing God,
You are profound in your mystery,
And you never cease to amaze us;

Sometimes we think we have you figured out,
And then you call us to the realization 

That you are beyond the limits of our insight.

You are Father and Mother, We know,
You are son and Spirit, Yes,

But yet so much more.

As we search for the words,
Titles, songs and images

That attempt to corner you,
Help us to know that you are beyond our words,

Deeper than any effort to be “inclusive,”
Because what really matters,

Is that you exist
And that we see you present in your people.

Amen.



Faith and Formation Commission — Adult

C.A.R.E.
CORNER

Sometime after our baptism, we received the sacrament of Confirmation. Once again, we were anointed and energized 
for service and mission. As part of the Confirmation Rite, we received the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands by 
the Bishop or the priest who conferred the sacrament upon us. We were “sealed” with the Holy Spirit and designated for 
service to God. It is the Holy Spirit who strengthens and empowers us for our life’s ministry, which God has planned and 
chosen specifically for us.

The sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation are conferred only once. But there are other, repeatable sacraments that 
are sources of God’s divine Spirit. Every time we receive Christ in the Eucharist, we become filled with the gift of God’s 
own Self, which empowers us. Then we are sent out into the world, to carry the gift of God to the world, since we have 
been inspirited by God to do so. It is the Holy Spirit that empowers us to have the courage to face life’s struggles. 
That’s why its so important that we receive the Eucharist on a regular basis. We need God’s energy and vitality to 
endure the difficulties of human life.
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Charged…
As a way for the St. Thomas faith community to unpack our ‘Cherished Charged Challenged’ 
parish theme, parishioners were asked to reflect upon what they do to feel charged and 
plugged into their faith. As you read their various reflections over these weeks of Easter, 
perhaps you will discover something that increases your own ‘battery life’ and allows you to 
share that life with others.

“When I think of our theme and the word “charged,” I can’t help but think about how many 
people in our parish have ever experienced a football locker room at halftime of a game. I 
think about the similarities all of the time during Mass on Sundays. As a group of parishioners, 
we go into each week with a spiritual game plan of how our week should go and after 
experiencing the “arena” of life, we come together as a team to support, cherish, encourage, 
celebrate, nourish, challenge and (yes) CHARGE each other to enter the following week. 

A football team enters the locker room to do many of the same things. The band is playing 
some inspirational song as they leave the field and enter the locker room, a place that is 
sacred space for the team to gather. Teammates have some opportunity to fellowship together 
and encourage those who are struggling or celebrate those that are excelling. Coaches gather 
together to discuss the needs of the team, what messages need to be communicated and 
to review the key components from the “playbook” that will help the team (congregation) 
compete to be the best version of themselves in the next half. The coaches enter the locker 
room and deliver the messages that were discussed as players focus on each detail. The 
players then eat and drink to nourish their bodies for the second half. The head coach comes 
back in to deliver the final message, with passion, energy and fire building the intensity and 
preparing the team to ‘charge’ back into the arena. Normally the team exits the locker room 
repeating a traditional rallying cry:

Coach: We Are … 
Team: St. Thomas. 

Coach: We Are … 
Team: St. Thomas. (louder and more intense)

Coach: St. Thomas 
Team: Pray for Us. 

Let’s Go!

Team storms the field, Music is playing and all are motivated to “charge” forth focusing on the 
Words, Nourishment, Fellowship and Focus to get back into the Arena of Life.” (Mike Murray)

Pope’s Prayer for Protection 
from Coronavirus
An English-language translation of the Pope’s 
prayer is below:

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick.

At the foot of the Cross you participated in 
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,  
know what we need.

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 

might return after this moment of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,to conform 
ourselves to the Father’s will  

and to do what Jesus tells us:

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the 
Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

We seek refuge under your protection,  
O Holy Mother of God.

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to 
the test – and deliver us from every danger, O 

glorious and blessed Virgin.

Prayer originated from https://www.
vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-
francis-prayer-our-lady-protection-coronavirus.
html



??
Question of  
the week ...
Each day this week, show 
Jesus’ love to others.

Teens with Character on Zoom
Middle school students … the sheltering in place has given us a chance to gather virtually. 
Teens with Character Zoom meetings are happening and you’re invited. Games, faith sharing 
and checking in with each other are all part of the Teens with Character experience. Consider 
joining in … would love to see your face. The Zoom invite will be sent via email.

Religious Education Registration
Because of the uncertainty of what the school learning environment will be for this coming 
school year, plans for RE registration for 2020–2021 are still uncertain. As soon as viable 
plans for RE session can be put forward, with some confidence, the RE registration packet 
(for grades Pre-K through grade 8) will be updated and made available to you. Thanks for 
your patience and understanding.

In the Words of Pope Francis…
In 2017, Pope Francis gave a TED talk and offered a message entitled, “Why the Only Future 
Worth Building Includes Everyone.” The words of Pope Francis, although spoken three years 
ago, can guide us today, even as we are living in the uncertainties of COVID-19.

“To Christians, the future does have a name, and its name is Hope. … Hope is a humble, 
hidden seed of life that, with time, will develop into a large tree. It is like some invisible yeast 
that allows the whole dough to grow, that brings flavor to all aspects of life. And it can do 
so much, because a tiny flicker of light that feeds on hope is enough to shatter the shield of 
darkness. A single individual is enough for hope to exist, and that individual can be you. And 
then there will be another “you,” and another “you,” and it turns into an “us.” And so, does 
hope begin when we have an “us?” No. Hope began with one “you.” When there is an “us,” 
there begins a revolution.”

May we be the ‘ones’ who shatter the shield of darkness and ignite a revolution of hope.

Catholic Sports Camps
Catholic Sports Camps offer a very unique experience as young athletes enter an 
environment intentionally created to help them grow in holiness and virtue, while learning 
high-level training in their sport. To be a great athlete, one needs to invest time practicing, 
develop discipline and teamwork and learn perseverance and humility. The same is true to 
become a holy disciple of Christ! 

Sports camps are offered for baseball, soccer, hockey, basketball, football, volleyball, and 
softball. For the 2020 dates and camp locations, and for registration information, go to www.
catholicsportscamps.org.

High School Community LIFE 
Night Zoom Meetings:
On Thursdays at 6:30 pm,throughout the 
stay-at-home period, we will be gathering by a 
Zoom meeting. If you are a teen and would like 
to join us, email Dorothy Grantham at  
ym@stapostle.org to be added to the invite.

Sunday Night YM Project Live
Join the largest Youth Group virtual meeting 
with great, inspirational National Speakers on 
Sunday Nights at 7:00 pm. Use this link to 
join: https://projectym.com/live/

Youth Ministry Newsletters 
and Informational Emails
During the stay-at-home order, the Youth 
Ministry office is emailing various ideas and 
resources for both teens and parents to stay 
connected with faith at this unprecedented 
time as well as some resources posted on our 
parish website. During this difficult time we 
are reminded that our Church does not stay 
just within the walls of St. Thomas. We are the 
Church. We take courage and strength through 
the Resurrection of Christ. We can be that light 
of Christ and we can be creative in doing just 
that. If you aren’t receiving the Youth Ministry 
emails and newsletters, please contact 
Dorothy at ym@stapostle.org.

Young Adult
There are some good faith resources online for 
Young Adults. Continue to check out our parish 
website along with resources from the Diocese 
of Joliet http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/
index.php

Solidarity on Tap is offering virtual meetings: 
“Socializing meets Social Justice on a 
screen!” Use this link to check it out: https://
ignatiansolidarity.net/solidarity-on-tap/

If you would like to be added to the Young 
Adult Ministry GroupMe, contact Dorothy 
Grantham at dgrantham@stapostle.org.

Faith and Formation Commission — Youth
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Service Commission — Pastoral Care
From the Behavioral Health Ministry:
Finding Hope
In this time of adversity, we rely on what empowers us at St. Thomas. 
Hope is the antidote for our confusing, fast-paced world. Medical 
research shows that hope creates mental and physical health. Hope is 
also evidence of the Divine. Hope is freedom. You can’t be in bondage 
to fear, anger, shame or uncertainty when you find hope. Anything is 
possible if you have hope.

6 Tips to Help You Find Hope
1. Look Backwards. Looking backward is viewing your past. The past is over, and there is 

nothing we can do about it. Make peace with your decisions, losses and grief. Forgive yourself 
first and discover the freedom when you also forgive others. Forgiveness is the healing balm of 
life. Your past is behind you now.

2. Look Frontward. Your future is just waiting to be created by you. Research tells us positive, 
hopeful people draw positive people and wonderful opportunities to themselves. Be a magnet 
for hope in your future.

3. Look Upward. Gather strength from the Divine. Reinforce your connection with hope through 
meditation, prayer and other spiritual practices that connect you with your Divinity or Higher Self.

4. Look Downward. Look where you stand right now. Try to be grateful that you are alive, 
healthy and your choices have created your life. You are stronger than you think. Look down 
with gratitude and root yourself in Mother Earth’s powerful energy.

5. Look Sideways. Look to the left and to the right. Who is with you? Do you have friends, 
neighbors, family or a community to support you? If not, discover one today by going to a group 
doing something you love. They will support you and be there for you.

6. Look Within. What are your grounding practices that bring you home to yourself every day? Is 
it a book, prayer, meditation, yoga, art or music?

Source: mindful living network, www.mindfullivingnetwork.com

Five Ways to Move More
Sitting too long can increase your risk of high blood sugar, cardiovascular disease and even early 
death, according to the Annals of Internal Medicine. Fortunately, the fix is an easy one: Move More! 
Here are five ways to sit less:

• Rather than sitting when chatting on the phone, remain standing during calls or stroll your floor 
plan.

• Use apps and timers for walking reminders. Set a timer to get up every 30 minutes or 
download an app for custom reminders.

• Roam the house during commercial breaks.
• Stand while scanning the daily newspaper and download audiobooks to listen to while on the 

move.
• Wear an activity tracker to count your daily steps and motivate you to move more.

Source: UHC / Renew.com

City of Naperville Proclamation on Mental Health Awareness 
Month
Each year millions of Americans face the reality of living with a mental illness and as our nation 
struggles to adjust to a new normal due to the COVID-19 crisis, mental health awareness is more 
important than ever. In recognition of this, the Naperville City Council read a Proclamation signed 
by our Mayor, Steve Chirico, on Tuesday, May 5 at the council meeting held via Zoom. To read the 
proclamation, please go to our website, www.stapostle.org and search proclamation.

From SamaraCare Counseling
Tips for Coping with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic for 
Parents and Children
The COVID-19 pandemic is a situation 
that is difficult for all of us. It is hard 
to know how to process this crisis for 
ourselves, and also know how to care 
for our children during this pandemic.

Here are some suggestions for coping 
with COVID-19 for parents and 
children:
1. Acknowledge your feelings, don’t 

judge them. We all have feelings of 
anxiety, fear, anger, helplessness, 
loss, grief. Be compassionate 
toward yourself.

2. Keep a routine which fosters a 
sense of security and semblance of 
normalcy for you and your children. 
Keep bedtimes and waking up 
times the same, eat meals together. 
Time for e-learning.

3. Exercise. Get fresh air and keep 
social distance.

4. Engage your spiritual practice.
5. Find time to be together and time to 

be alone, as needed.
6. Talk to your children about 

COVID-19. Listen to their feelings. 
Note their behavior as behavior 
communicates but can be 
confusing to adults. 

7. Take several minutes during the day 
to be present to your children.

8. Breathe. If you engage in a 
mindfulness or meditation practice, 
keep going. If you don’t, there are 
many online apps that can help. 
Meditation and mindfulness are 
very helpful tools. Meditation takes 
many forms — it can be as simple 
as going for a walk and noticing 
new sights, smells, sounds. For 
children, blowing bubbles or singing 
all have components of breath 
work. 

9. When possible, remember to laugh.
10. Stay connected to others, through 

Skype, Facetime, phone calls or 
written notes. We need each other 
now.



Service Commission — Outreach and Social Justice
Outreach and Social Justice Office 
Open for Business!
The Outreach and Social Justice Office (Mike and Anne) will be able to access email and 
voicemail even with the St. Thomas building closed. Due to COVID-19, there is an increase in 
the number of area families (including parishioners) in need of food and financial assistance. 
If you are in need of help or if you are aware of anyone else in need of help, please call or 
email the OSJ Office. Do not hesitate to contact us in these challenging times. The SPIRIT is 
with you!

Mike: mryder@stapostle.org, 630.355.8980, x121
Anne: aschultz@stapostle.org, 630.355.8980, x113

St. Thomas Cares and Care Pantry Donations
Many organizations are in need of funds to allow them to help others in this extraordinary situation. Consider making a donation as you are 
able. 

If you would like to make a donation to St. Thomas Cares (includes the Care Pantry), there are two ways:

1. Checks can be written to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “St. Thomas Cares” in the memo and sent to St. Thomas OSJ – ATTN: MIKE (1500 
Brookdale Rd., Naperville, IL 60563).

2. Go to www.stapostle.org and click “Please Give” box on the home page. Select “Click here to setup your online giving account.” You have 
the choice of setting up an account or “Quick Give.” Click the “funds” drop down list and select the “St. Thomas Cares” fund. (Shortcut url: 
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1479/Home/NewQuickGive.) Be aware there is a 3.4% credit card usage charge deducted from on-line 
donations.

St. Thomas Cares
Happy Ending and Paying Forward
Roberta’s Story

When Roberta called St. Thomas Cares for assistance last January, she was 62 years old, 
homeless and staying at a local hotel. She had a trach tube in her throat and was in need of throat 
surgery to correct her problem and allow the trach tube to be removed. With her medical situation, 
DuPage PADS was not an option. She and her small dog, Casper, had been surviving on her $800 
per month social security and with help from area friends. But friends were no longer able to help. 
Hotel living was not a sustainable solution. 

St. Thomas Cares discussed options with Roberta. As it happened, she had a sister, Mary, in North 
Carolina who was willing to have Roberta and Casper move in. But Mary was also living on limited 
fixed income and struggling. Buses, trains and planes were not reasonable/cost effective options 
to get Roberta and Casper to North Carolina. St. Thomas Cares paid for some nights in the hotel 
and provided a rental car in North Carolina. Mary and her partner drove straight through, picked up 
Rachel and Casper, and they returned to North Carolina. Roberta was very thankful. Happy ending.

Fast forward to early April. We received a call from Roberta. When we asked what she was doing 
to stay healthy during this time, she said that she was sheltering in place and “no longer drinking 
Corona beer!” She also said she wanted to pay us back for all we had done for her, as she was 
able, so we could help others. Shortly thereafter we received $50 from Roberta. Paying forward.
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Food Donations for Care Pantry
Not at this Time, Please
Some parishioners have asked about 
bringing food donations to the Care 
Pantry. A few have brought food and left 
it at the church doors and the rectory. We 
are not able to accept food donations at 
this time. 

To date we have been able to purchase 
food from Northern Illinois Foodbank at 
a significant discount from grocery store 
prices to meet the needs of our care 
pantry families and others that request 
food.

We are considering a safe process to 
collect specific “most needed” food 
items that are not always available from 
the food bank. We hope to announce 
the process soon. Stay tuned. In the 
meantime, please do not bring food 
donations to St. Thomas.



Housing Alliance Ministry
The St. Thomas Housing Alliance Ministry (also known as DuPage Housing Alliance) has been advocating for more affordable housing in 
Naperville for at least four years. Some progress has been made. The Alliance has been working with the Naperville Housing Advisory 
Commission (HAC), participating in meetings and meeting with individual commission members. Below are excerpts from an Alliance position 
paper being discussed with the HAC. For more information, contact the OSJ Office.

DuPage Housing Alliance’s Priorities Regarding SB Friedman’s “Toolkit” Items
The DuPage Housing Alliance (“Alliance”) focus continues to be addressing the need for affordable housing in Naperville. The Alliance has 
reviewed and discussed in some detail the 22 tools presented by consultant SB Friedman (“Friedman”) in its Draft Toolkit in its recently 
completed Housing Needs Assessment.

Our objective was to identify the tools that have the highest “cost-impact” payoffs, can be implemented in a reasonable time frame and can 
“enable” other of the tools in the longer term. The six priority tools are, in the order presented in the toolkit.
• Implement an Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance (IZO). This tool is a primary enabler that, simply stated, requires every development of 

a specified size to formally consider including an affordable component or in some way compensate the community if affordable housing is 
not included. Other communities have used an IZO effectively. 

• Amend zoning codes to allow for Accessory Dwelling Units. This tool is an easy to implement step that allows current housing to be 
modified to provide an additional affordable unit on the current property (e.g., basement apartments, above garage apartments, etc.)

• Identify areas to (re)zone for residential use. Provides potential for more development and, in concert with an IZO, would provide 
additional affordable housing.

• Establish a Housing Trust Fund. This tool is a holding place for any funds that are dedicated to housing needs, including affordable 
housing which is Naperville’s major housing need. At this point, a developer has already given the city $200,000 to address affordable 
housing. At this point, there is nowhere to put those earmarked funds.

• Create housing-specific staff position(s) within city government. Many communities have such a position, especially those where 
housing issues and affordable housing are priorities. Without this position, implementation of any of the tools will be a slow process.

• Develop working relationships with Affordable Housing Developers. Having these relationships has the advantage of encouraging 
affordable housing development as well as learning what is needed by developers to make that happen.

In summary, the Alliance believes that all 22 items have merit. Starting with the above six tools would have a significant impact, at a reasonable 
cost, in a reasonable timeframe, and would enable other of the tools going forward.

DuPage PADS
In pre-COVID-19 times, the St. Thomas DuPage PADS ministry served the homeless on 
the first Sunday of each month at Community United Methodist Church in Naperville. 
Ministry volunteers would bring food in the evening and work in three shifts … preparing 
and serving dinner, making up lunch bags for the following day and preparing and serving 
breakfast on Monday morning. That did not happen on Sunday, April 5, or Sunday, May 3.

The DuPage PADS homeless normally spend overnight at a different area church every 
night of the week, being supported by volunteers from area churches every night. DuPage 
PADS was forced to close all its overnight shelters sites in March because of the COVID-19 
outbreak due to health concerns for its clients and volunteers. Many of the PADS clients 
have medical situations that put them at risk. Clients were moved to area motels, including 
the Red Roof Inn near St. Thomas. Below are excerpts from a Daily Herald news article.

A decision to provide hotel rooms for homeless people during the state’s stay-at-home 
order is costing DuPage PADS roughly $200,000 a month. But the Wheaton-based 
nonprofit has received grant money and more than $207,000 in donations to help pay for 
the unplanned emergency expenses.

“There’s been an outpouring from our community in terms of the financial support,” said 
Carol Simler, president and CEO of DuPage PADS. “This is a great community effort.”

DuPage PADS is renting 100 rooms at hotels and motels for about 130 people, including 
five families with children, so they can shelter in place. Food and supplies are brought 
to the rooms once a week, and laundry service is provided. Case managers are calling 
clients in the emergency housing every 48 hours to check on their well-being. As of this 
week (May 2), none of the people staying in the rooms have tested positive for the virus or 
exhibited symptoms.
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COVID-19 in Haiti
On May 4, we had a conversation with Fr. Emery, 
Pastor of our Haiti Twinning Parish in Duchity, 
Haiti. He reported that there are no known 
COVID-19 cases in the Duchity area. The church 
is closed. Schools are closed. People are aware of 
the need to distance. However, people need food 
and the marketplace is open as always two days 
a week. Social distancing is not possible there.

The Caris Foundation supports 125 clinical sites 
in Haiti. On a May 12 Zoom conference, Dr. 
Nathaniel Segaren provided the following Haiti 
COVID-19 status: 1,160 suspected cases, 151 
confirmed, 12 have died. The vast majority of 
cases are in Port-au-Prince, a city of 5 million. 
It is estimated they are about four weeks behind 
the US as far as the spread of the virus.

The country is ill equipped to handle what will 
come. There are 4,000 tests available for the 
whole country, only about 60 ventilators, no 
access to medications that have been shown to 
work. The government closed schools and has an 
8:00 pm curfew. Masks are mandated, but few 
are available. 

Pray for the people of Haiti.
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Stewardship and Administration
Last weekend’s stewardship of financial gifts

Weekly Sunday Offertory

May 10, 2020

Sunday Collection Offering* $0

Credit Card On-Line Giving none this week

Automatic Direct Debit $22,548 
(5th and 20th each month)

Mailed in and stock donations $24,502

Total for the week $47,050 
*Based on Collection Counters Reports prior to bank confirmation

Fiscal Year (7/1 to 6/30) $1,646,139

Weekly Average 7/1/2019 to date $36,581

Offertory Goal Year to date $1,661,535

Over/short of goal to date ($15,396)

Goal for Fiscal Year 7/1 to 6/30 $1,920,000

$ of Annual Sunday Offertory Goal 86%

Remaining for Fiscal Year goal $273,861

This week, the Sunday collection is $15,396 behind goal  
so far this year.

Diocesan Appeal 2020

Parish Appeal Goal $174,600

Pledges Received $121,612

% of Goal pledged to date 69.65

Unpaid pledges $29,426

Paid to Date $92,186

Percent of goal paid to date 52.80

Please take the time to read the ads which make this bulletin 
possible. Help support these businesses, especially during this time, 
as they support St. Thomas the Apostle. Mention the bulletin when 

you patronize their establishments. 

Let them know they are appreciated!

thank you

Please Continue Giving During COVID-19
We miss you at Mass! Our weekend Masses are cancelled in response to directives from the Diocese 
of Joliet to reduce the risk of exposure to the COVID-19 virus. We pray you are healthy and remain 
so until we can again joyfully celebrate Mass together. There are two easy to use options to continue 
giving so you can support St. Thomas during the social distancing period:

Option 1: Sign Up For Online Giving
THE EASIEST AND BEST OPTION! St. Thomas partners with Our Sunday Visitor (OSV) which gives an 
online interface where you can create a secure account to enter your credit card number and manage 
your giving.

Option 2: Mail Your Envelopes
Even though you weren’t able to drop your donation envelopes in the collection basket, you can still mail your donation using one of the postage paid 
return envelopes in your envelope packet. Please note that St. Thomas continues to receive and check mail daily.

The parish address is:
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
1500 Brookdale Road
Naperville, IL 60563

St. Thomas Is Grateful For You
We are very grateful for your continuing support, especially through this health crisis, to be the vibrant and engaging faith home you come to for 
spiritual nourishment. Let us continue to pray for the day when we can once again lift our voices to God in praise as a community of faith.

Help Wanted
Food Service Coordinator
St. John Vianney Villa – Naperville 

The Diocese of Joliet is seeking to a hire Food Service Coordinator at 
the St. John Vianney Villa in Naperville. The Food Service Coordinator will 
design/develop the weekday menus and prepare healthy, hot meals for 
lunch and dinner Monday through Friday for the priests residing at St. 
John Vianney Villa. He/she will watch over the Villa and report any issues 
to the Facilities Manager, order supplies, shop for food, etc. Must have 
excellent culinary skills and the ability to relate well with others. Must be 
dependable. This is a full‐time benefited non‐exempt position. Normal 
work week Monday through Friday 10:30 am to 6:30 pm Requires 
flexibility of schedule if needed. To view a full job description, visit: http://
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/hr/listjobs.php 

Applicants meeting the necessary qualifications, please email a 
cover letter, resume and salary requirement to: humanresources@
dioceseofjoliet.org



Checked These Listings Lately? Thank You to Our Advertisers!

Make it a habit to check these advertisers when you need a product or a service. 
And when you purchase, be sure to mention you saw their ad in the St. Thomas bulletin! 
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Naper Auto 
Works

Your One Stop Shop
Since 1977

320 N. Mill St.
Naperville, IL 60540

(630) 420-2886

Jones Family

Two beautiful locations:
44 S. Mill Street • Naperville, IL 
(630) 355-0213 • Historic Downtown

15219 S. Joliet Rd. • Plainfield, IL 
(815) 436-9221 • Rte. 59 & Rte. 30

Dave Jones, Parishioner
Stephanie Jones-Kastelic • Ray Jones

Funeral Homes & Cremation Services

www.friedrichjones.com

Free
Estimates
897-1538

Duanne Kleckner — Doug Kleckner

Insurance work
New windows

Re-siding

Use Local!

Esser Hayes Insurance Group Inc.
Insurance is Our Only

Business Since 1939 With
Excellent Companies &

Competitive Rates
1811 High Grove • 355-2077

BORTER
HEATING & COOLING

 24 Hour
 Service

(630) 668-5885

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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PHIL WALZ
PLUMBING. INC.

Specialists In
Bath Remodeling

Established 1967

1340 W. Ogden, Naperville
(630) 355-0080 Lic# 058-062118

™

B & L Auto Body Inc.
Free Estimates
Insurance Work

Expert Refinishing
Complete Collision Repair

1340 W. Ogden Ave.
Naperville
Larry Frank
355-0865

Funeral 
Service

Family Owned & Operated Since 1861
JOHN W., JOHN L. & JOSEPH O. KUNSCH, DIRECTORS

516 S. Washington St.
Historic Downtown Naperville

 630.355.0264
24021 Royal Worlington Dr.

Rt. 59/South Naperville
 630.922.9630

www.BeidelmanKunschFH.com

On-Site
Crematory

F U N E R A L  H O M E S  &  C R E M AT O RY,  LT D

VOEGTLE’S
Auto Service

28 W. 224 WARRENVILLE RD.
WARRENVILLE, IL 60555
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

SINCE 1975

CHARLES VOEGTLE
JOE VOEGTLE

393-1436

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work

Lic# 055-026066

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

630-663-1444

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial

Lic. #104000585

630.530.5944
111 Maple Ave., Elmhurst

FEZEROOFING.COM

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

630.991.3641
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

A - K E V E L O H  P L U M B I N G
Remodeling • Repairs • Additions 

Custom Homes • Residential • Commercial
IL Lic. #058-124165   (630) 963-0433
Family Owned & Operated Over 36 Years

$10.00
OFF

W/AD

Specialized and supportive
healthcare options for those

living with serious illness.

Contact us at 224-770-2489
or visit journeycare.org today.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
to clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not  
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
 must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a 
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 

affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 

Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will 
be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

 include cost of material. 
Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

A Realtor Dedicated to Help Others  
with all Real Estate Needs.

630.640.2107 • yk@yvonneking.com

www.yvonneking.com

                               1656 Briarheath, Aurora, IL 60505
                               Immediate Occupancy   $314,900
                                      
                               Agnes “Cookie” Hanson, Designated Managing Broker
                              1288 Rickert Drive #300,  Naperville, IL 60540 

(630) 272-9321

 ROOFING • SIDING • DOORS

 Deal directly with the owner, 
 John Ferris. No salesmen.

www.exteriordesignersinc.com
FREE ESTIMATES
630-674-5008

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.


