APRIL 3, 2022 — FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

SEE, | AM DOING SOMETHING NEW!

NOW IT SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT?
IN THE DESERT | MAKE A WAY,

IN THE WASTELAND, RIVERS.

ISAIAH 43:19
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Sacrament of Reconciliation: Reconciliation is
available Saturday, 3:30 to 4:15 pm, in the Reconciliation
Room of the Chapel. Our priests are available during the
week by appointment. Communal Penance services are
held occasionally during the year.

In the Hospital or Home Bound: Call the Church Office
to receive prayer/Eucharist from a priest, deacon or
Minister of Care. Augusta Diana, Coordinator of Ministers
of Care, 630.355.8980, x140.

Baptism: Baptisms are usually celebrated two Sundays
each month at a 1:00 pm service. Three times a year on
selected dates, Baptisms are celebrated during weekend
Masses. Parents are required to attend a Baptismal
awareness and renewal session prior to the Baptism. Call
or email Maureen Januszewski in the Church Office a few
months in advance to make arrangements.

Matrimony: A couple planning on being married at

St. Thomas should contact the church six months in
advance. One year is preferred. Either the bride or groom,
or their parents, must be a registered parishioner at least
three months before setting a date. Call Diane McQueen
to schedule.

Religious Education: Call 630.305.6318 to register.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults):

Any person wanting to learn more about the Catholic
Faith, or to join our Catholic community should call the
church at 630.355.8980.

Counseling Resources: Contact Felicia Lawlor, Faith
Community Nurse, 630.355.8980, x104.

Sunday Nursery: Nursery care is available for your
child age one (walking) to four at the 9:30 and 11:15 am
Masses. For more information call the church office.

Our OQutreach Twinning Parishes:
St. Thomas the Apostle has an ongoing twinning
relationship with the following parishes:

St. Marie Madeleine in Duchity, Haiti

St. Agnes on the Lakota Indian Reservation,
Manderson, South Dakota

St. Nicholas in Aurora, lllinois

Our Parish School:

All Saints Catholic Academy
1155 Aurora Ave

Naperville, IL 60540
630.961.6125
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Dear Parish Family,

| once heard a radio personality say that he
couldn’t go to confession because he had too
many sins to confess. | guess | must have
missed that class when they discussed time
limits to confessions. | also heard a priest
mention how people are reluctant to go to
confession because they don’t think that God
will forgive their sins. The priest responds with
“How dare you tell God that He won't forgive your sins!”

Not only is there no such thing as a time limit as far as confessing one’s
sins is concerned, there is no such thing as an unforgivable sin, something
which Jesus taught the Jewish leaders who brought to Him a woman caught
in the act of adultery. Instead of agreeing with them that she should be
immediately executed, Jesus immediately forgave her.

There’s an interesting sidelight to today’s gospel. When the leaders asked
Jesus if the woman should be executed, He “bent down and began to write
on the ground with His finger.” The Son of God was doodling. One legend
which I've heard is that He was writing down the sins of the woman’s
accusers, that as they saw what He was writing, they began to leave one by
one because they were embarrassed.

While that might be a legend, we all know how embarrassed we are when
we've done something wrong.

Embarrassing? Yes. Unforgivable? As far as God is concerned, absolutely
not!

In the Word,

Ta. Bowale

Bishop Lifts Dispensation from the
Obligation to Attend Sunday Mass

We announced in last week’s bulletin in a letter from Bishop Hicks
that he is liting the dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass starting Palm Sunday. Please visit the St. Thomas
website at stapostle.org to read the Bishop’s letter.

Liturgy Schedule

Daily
Mass: 8:30 am, Monday—Saturday

Wednesdays
Communion Service: 6:30 am

Weekend
Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:15 am

The Saturaay 4:30 pm Mass will be livestreamed with an outdoor
communion option.

Reconciliation

St. Thomas offers the Sacrament of Reconciliation before the
Saturday 4:30 pm Mass. Reconciliation will be from 3:30-4:15 pm
in the Reconciliation Room. Please check the website for details.

Presider Schedule April 9-10

Note Mass time changes for Palm Sunday

Saturday, April 9
4:30 pm: Fr. Bob Colaresi

Sunday, April 10

7:30 am: Fr. Bill Etheredge

9:30 am: Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal with Deacon Joe Cuzzone
11:30 am: Fr. Philip Danaher

Presider schedule is subject to change.

Welcome Guests and Visitors!

We’re so glad you're here and invite you to walk the path of faith with
us. St. Thomas strives to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome,
where the healing, reconciling, liberating love of God is shared by all.
Join us!

New Parishioners
Gerardo and Maria Barrios-Jerez and family

Would you like to become a parishioner?
Call Maureen Januszewski in the General Office at 630.355.8980, x100.

Calling All Men!

Would you be interested in learning more about membership in our
St. Thomas Knights of Columbus council? For an introduction, contact
David Yelaska at cseaaskme@gmail.com.

Church Office and Building Hours

St. Thomas offices are open 8:30 am—4:30 pm Monday through Friday.
The reception desk in the Gathering Area is staffed 9:00 am—8:00 pm
Monday—Thursday; 9:00 am—4:30 pm Friday; and 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Saturday.

Schedule subject to change. You can call to check on times before
coming. Please enter through Door A.

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
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Fifth Sunday of Lent

April 3,2022

| consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.

— Philippians 3:8

Readings for Today

First Reading — The LORD does something new for the chosen people
(Isaiah 43:16-21) or Ezekiel 37:12-14.

Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy
(Psalm 126) or Psalm 130.

Second Reading — The supreme good is knowing Jesus as Lord
(Philippians 3:8-14) or Romans 8:8-11.

Gospel — A woman caught in the act of adultery is brought to Jesus.
He challenges anyone without sin to throw the first stone (John 8:1-11)
or John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45].

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41¢-62]; Ps 23:1-6;
Jn 8:12-20 (or Jn 8:1-11 if Year A readings were used on
Sunday)

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42

Monday:

Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59

Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40 (procession); Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20,

23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49]

Reflecting on the Readings ...

Liturgy Schedule and Mass Intentions
Please note, all the weekend intentions will be read at all Masses.

Monday, April 4, 2021
St. Isadore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
8:30 am  tPeggy Clark, by Frank and Pat Haynes

Tuesday, April 5, 2021
St. Vincent Ferrer, Prigst
8:30 am  tEd Olah, by Frank and Pat Haynes

Wednesday, April 6, 2021
Lenten Weekaay
8:30 am  For the Homeless and Hungry

Thursday, April 7, 2021
St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest
8:30am  For all teachers

Friday, April 8, 2021
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am  tAnn Marie “Jill” Elston, by Janice Hurtado

Saturday, April 9, 2022
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am  The Ukraine People
4:30 pm  Mass of Anticipation
TDiane Rockett, by Joe and Carolyn Cuzzone

Sunday, April 10, 2022

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

7:30am  tEsperance Noronha, Neville and Family

9:30 am  tChester Wojcik, by Ken and Irene Wojcik
TDiane Rockett, by Jim and Mary Jo Breen

11:30 am tMary Ballard, by Joe and Carolyn Cuzzone

Mass Time Changes for Palm Sunday
Please note that the Mass times for Palm Sunday have

changed. Masses will be at 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am next
Sunday, April 10.

Today’s readings are filled, not only with examples of God’s abundant mercy and love, but of right living. Paul reminds us that everything outside
of the pursuit of Christ is rubbish. And if we are to call ourselves followers of Christ, we must keep our focus on what lies ahead. Let us begin by
letting go of our judgments and our earthly desires so we may enter into this time with our minds and hearts lifted completely to God.
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THE SEASON OF LENT 2022

Stations of the Cross
Fridays of Lent
7:00 pm | Church

The Way of the Cross has always been a powerful and popular part of the faith tradition and
devotional life for Catholics throughout the ages. The early practice of Christians attempting
to retrace and walk the path of Jesus has been a treasured way to commemorate the Passion
and Death of Christ.

This year, St. Thomas the Apostle is adding Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament to the
Stations of the Cross. Beginning worship with the Exposition of the Eucharist, Stations of the
Cross will provide prayer for the period of Eucharistic Adoration. The evening will close with
Benediction.

April 8

The Scriptural Stations of the Cross are based on those celebrated by Saint Pope John
Paul Il on Good Friday in 1991. They are an alternative to the traditional stations as a way
of more deeply reflecting on the Scriptural accounts of Christ’s Passion. Prayerful silence
accompanies the transition between stations.

Holy Week Taizé
Monday, April 11
7:00 pm | Church

Taizé prayer, a style of prayer used by the ecumenical religious community from Taizé,
France, is characterized by a calming, meditative atmosphere, simple sung refrains, scripture
readings, ritual action, and vocal and silent prayer. Come center your heart to prepare to
celebrate the Holy Week Liturgies.

For the complete list of all of the activities during Lent at St. Thomas, please check out the
Lenten brochure on the St. Thomas website at stapostie.org.

“This is love”
By John Birch

This is love.

Not that you spoke words of comfort,
walked with the unclean and unloved,
shared wisdom, bread and fish,
brought healing into lives
and challenged the status quo.
This is love.

That you spoke the word of God,
walked a painful road to the Cross,
shared living water, bread of life,
brought Salvation to the world
and died for the sake of all.
This is love.

Itis a seed
sown in the ground,
which germinates,
blossoms,
and spreads its sweet perfume.

©John Birch, 2016.
Courtesy of FaithandWorship.com.

St. Joe to Go Thank You ‘

The St. Joseph Table Committee wishes to thank everyone who supported the “St. Joe to Go” drive-

thru dinner on St. Joseph Day, March 19. Approximately 200 meals were delivered to participants St. Joe to Go
in their cars on a cold, misty evening. Thanks to members of the Knights of Columbus for their help 2022

in delivery of the meals. Thanks also to Fiene’s Bakery in Naperville for the delicious, pre-packaged
cookies as well as Coker Service, Inc. in Villa Park for their generosity for supplying a portable cooler
trailer, warmer and trays.

% (%
Many positive responses have been received ‘ ‘
from those who didn’t have to cook that night and
from those who enjoyed their meals with family
or friends. We hope to be together again soon to celebrate St. Joseph. Proceeds will be
equally distributed to the St. Thomas Food Pantry, St. Thomas Cares and St. Vincent DePaul
ministries. Grazie!
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In-Person Listening Session

We’'re all ears! An in-person listening session will be held Monday, April 4 at 7:00 pm in the
Gym to give everyone — Catholic (practicing or not), other denominations or faiths, atheists
or agnostics — a voice in the preparation of the worldwide Synod of Bishops to be held in

2023. Pope Francis has asked that EVERYONE have an opportunity to reflect on the Church S 7 ho d
and her mission. Where is the Church heading now? Where should it be heading? How do

we get there together? Tell us what’s on your mind and in your hearts. Z: g 7:"'3'

If you've not yet had an opportunity to give your thoughts, the Synod Questionnaire, M

“Sharing Wisdom,” is still available on the parish website. Simply click here. The more i

voices we can hear and thoughts we can share, the more truly representative this Synod For a s yno da] Church

will be. We're waiting to hear from YOU.

communion | patticipafion | mission

C ARE St. Ephrem the Syrian was born in Nisibis, Turkey around the year 306. He
founded a theological school and taught there. But when the Persians took
CORNER rule of his city, they began to persecute the Christians who started to leave.
Many settled in Edessa. There Ephrem took to living in a cave and focusing his
time on writing. He was a celebrity of sorts in his time. He was known as a theologian, a poet, a writer on
Scripture and a song writer. He wrote many hymns on the Trinity, the Incarnation and Mary.

Faith
Inspirits
Wisdom

Wisdom
Enlightens
Faith

To combat heresies, Ephrem taught Christian doctrine by composing poems and setting them to music.

A women’s choir sang them in public worship. This is one of the earliest witnesses we have to the use of

hymns in public worship. When the plague spread, he cared for the sick and distributed grain to the poor during a famine. Ephrem contracted the
plague and died in 373. In the East, he is known as the “Harp of the Holy Spirit.” He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1920. From the example
of St. Ephrem, we see how we too can use our own special talents for the benefit of the Church, especially musical talents, to not only worship, but
also to teach.

Sophia’s Circle Presents...

Join Dr. Joan Gorski, Director of the Adult Confirmation
Biblical Institute of the Diocese of 5 p Offered
Joliet from 7:00-9:00 pm on Friday, h s c ’ . .
Con . « ! Baptized Catholics over the age of
'sfp tr;]lezgit')rlletr,],e Lighthouse for “Foods } ﬂ J } ’/' C e 18 who have not been confirmed are
: dfworking in your life? invited to preparation sessions for the

What foods were available to people
of biblical times? How were they
gathered, preserved, cooked and
served? “Taste and see” with a
biblical scholar who's also a great
cook! Come to enjoy each other’s company, get a peek into our foremothers’ lives and enjoy
refreshments including some ancient treats.

Sacrament of Confirmation, which will be
conferred by the bishop in late May or
early June.

Preparation sessions will take place
Sundays from 12:30—2:00 pm and will
begin around Easter. To participate,
please contact Chari Rosales in the Adult

To participate, RSVP by April 26 to REAdmin@stapostle.org. A $10 suggested donation will be Faith Formation Office at 630.355.8980,
accepted at the door. x138 or crosales@stapostle.org with any
Sophia’s Circle presents micro-retreats for all women of the parish 3 times per year to grow our questions or to register.

spirituality and our friendships.
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Parish Directory Publication Notice

We are in the process of updating our Guide Book and Directory for the church. This book will
contain general St. Thomas information plus a directory of all registered parishioners. Guide Book
Publishing is producing the directory and direct mailing it to each household listed in the directory
at no cost to our church. It is being subsidized by local businesses that advertise.

The directory will contain name, address and primary phone number for registered parishioners
(heads of household only). We will extract this information from our parish database.

e [fyou DO NOT wish to be included in the Guide Book and Directory, contact Sue Sportiello in the
Business Office at 630.355.8980, x107 or ssportiello@stapostle.org. You will be included in the
Guide Book and Directory UNLESS we hear from you that you wish to opt out by May 15, 2022.

e Please notify us if your name, address and phone information has recently changed by May 15, 2022.
You may contact Sue Sportiello in the Business Office by phone at 630.355.8980, x107 or email ssportiello@stapostle.org.

Thank you for your help!

Parish Directory Publication — Advertising Opportunity

We are in the process of updating our Guide Book and Directory for the church. This book will contain general St. Thomas information plus
a directory of all registered members. This book is being provided and direct mailed to each household listed in the directory at no cost to

our church, and it is being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own or manage a business and would like to find out about
advertising in our book, please contact Curt Eichelmann at Guide Book Publishing at 800.597.3037.

Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1 percent of families would rather patronize a Guide Book and Directory
advertiser over a non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide Book and Directory.

EFaster Environment/Flower

You are invited to make a donation toward Easter Environment/Flower Fund in recognition of a loved one. The names of
these individuals will be on a display board at the Easter Masses. A suggested donation of $10 per name (exact change
or check made payable to St. Thomas the Apostle) should be remitted with the order form. The completed form and
payment should be placed in an envelope, to the "Attn of Flower Fund” and can be mailed in, brought in through Door A
during the building open hours or placed in the offertory collection basket.

nd

Donations must be received by Tuesday, April 5. Please go to the St. Thomas website to print a form.

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church April 3, 2022 | 7


mailto:ssportiello%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:ssportiello%40stapostle.org?subject=
https://www.stapostle.org/easter-environment-flower-fund/

Faith and Formation Commiccinn — Youth

Scripture Safari, Our
Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars now for Scripture
Safari, our Vacation Bible School. It is
June 13-17, 2022. Our theme this
year is “Concrete and Cranes Under
God’s Construction.” Registration will be
available April 1, 2022, in the Gathering
Area and the Faith Formation Office. It
promises to be an exciting week. Come
join the fun!

Wanted

Adult Leaders for Scripture Safari

Scripture Safari will be here June 13-17.
Do you have a few hours to share with
children in our faith community of St.
Thomas? Adults are especially needed
for this wonderful ministry. One of the
beautiful things during the week is
witnessing Jesus’ work in every volunteer
and participant.

Want to feel energized with your faith?
Come be part of the Scripture Safari
team. No experience needed. Find out
more by contacting Lorraine Katz at
Ikatz@stapostle.org or 630.355.8980,
x109.

Question ¢
the week

Do you see yourse
beloved child of

i

Last RE Class of the Year N
) L R;:—;ﬁ ‘\e;\i&-s
Reminder, the last Elementary Religious PR \(

Education classes for this school year are this WA, St Thomas the Apostle

Tuesday, April 5 at 4:30 pm. See you then! '; i RELI G I @ US
¥ EDUCATION

First Communion Prayer Service

The April First Communion Prayer Service is “It’s About Making Peace.” The April Prayer Service
is on Wednesday, April 6, 2022, at 7:00 pm. Please RSVP online. Sign-ups are closed 24 hours
before the prayer service. Please bring your “My Mass Booklet” to the prayer session.

First Communicant Church Visit

First Communicants: Please remember to sign up for your special church visit at St. Thomas,
April 9 from 9:15-10:45 am or 11:00 am—12:30 pm. This is required before your First
Communion Mass. It is for the First Communicant but parents are welcome.

Online sign ups with password are available in your email.

Pray for a First Communicant

Parishioners are invited to pray for children receiving their First Eucharist this spring. You may pray
for a specific child by taking a hand print at the church’s exit doors after Mass.

The handprints are made from colorful construction paper and will have the child’s first name on
it. On the back side is a label inviting you to write a card to this youth. Drop off a card with the
handprint to the box outside the Faith Formation Office by April 18. Please pray for this child as
they receive Jesus for the first time and become a more fully part of our faith community.

Thank You Middle School Catechists and Volunteers

This past week, we concluded another year of middle school

religious education. Middle school RE happens because of a /

dedicated group of catechists and volunteers. S h @ﬁt /
Our dependable substitute catechists: Gina Howley, Janet

Kirkman, Chris, Baker and Ryan Fee. There are also volunteers

who are willing to work behind the scenes to ensure our programs run smoothly. These volunteers
include Bernard Salzig, Carolyn Vondran and Nidhi Thomas Mani.

These volunteers include our catechists: Mary Wright, Julie
Krupa, Darlene Dionne-Karales, Mary Szczap, Amy Duran, Tanya
Galer, Karen Spratt, Sean Elliffe, Giada Colvin, Elizabeth Colvin,
Loula Fernandez, Jen Kennedy, John Kennedy and Tim Berglind.

Thanks to all of these ministers for sharing the gifts of their time and talent with St. Thomas middle
school students. Their dedication is a gift to the whole St. Thomas community.

Holy Week Playlist

Holy Week allows us an opportunity to experience the most solemn week of our Church year. If you
are searching for a way to be present to that experience, check out some of the resources in the
Holy Week playlist, ‘Sacred Journey, Sacred Days.” The playlist contains links to videos, articles and
activities to make Holy Week more meaningful for you and your family. Check it out on here.

8 | April 3, 2022
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Living Stations
You are invited ... to the moving and prayerful experience of Living Stations. Middle school

students will reenact the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, April 15 at 12:00 pm. Join the St.

Thomas faith community for this special time of prayer, reflection and song.

St. Francis High School Events

Seventh graders can check out St. Francis High School by attending a fun-packed night on April

29 at 6:00 pm. Those who attend will get a chance to meet current SFHS students and fellow

seventh grade future Spartans, participate in team-building activities and compete in the Spartan

Amazing Race. Register at www.sfhscollegeprep.org/7thgradenight.

Interested students can “shadow” a St. Francis high school student for a day to see what life is like
as a Spartan. Parents are invited for a tour while school is in session Monday through Friday at a

variety of times. Register for these events at www.sfhscollegeprep.org.

Middle School Mission Trip
What: Week of Hope, Kenosha, WI
When: June 19-24, 2022

Includes: Days of service within the Kenosha community and evening prayer, praise and
programming

Cost: $286

To Register: See the St. Thomas website or contact Peggy Goralski at pgoralski@stapostle.org or

630.355.8980, x123.
Registration Deadline: April 4

The Week of Hope experience is provided by Group. For more information about Group, go to www.

groupmissiontrips.com.

Krispy Kreme Donut Pre Sale due April 19

Teens of St. Thomas are selling packages of Krispy Kreme donuts to be picked up at St.

made via check to St. Thomas the Apostle Church, or Venmo to @sarahgibson195 or via
PayPal at sarahgibson195. On your payment please note your last name and donuts.

To order, go to https://bit.ly/saintthomasdonutorder.

April 24 Coffee + Cocoa Bar Fundraiser

St. Thomas’ first and second year confirmation candidates will host a Starbucks Coffee
+ Cocoa Bar fundraiser after the 9:30 am and 11:15 am services Sunday, April 24 in the
Narthex at St. Thomas.

For a donation, St. Thomas confirmation candidates are serving up Starbucks coffee and
cocoa creations using an assortment of flavorings and toppings.

Proceeds will be used toward the transportation costs for our St. Thomas participants
attending the 2022 Alive in You Mission and Conference (www.aliveinyou.com).

Alive in You - High School Youth Ministry Mission Trip

The Alive in You Mission Trip to Knoxville, Tenn., is June 28-July 3, 2022. Registration
forms can be found online at here. Contact Dorothy Grantham for more information at
630.852.3303, x117 or ym@stapostle.org.

Thomas Sunday, April 24 after the morning Masses. Donuts packaged by the dozen may be
ordered in Original Glaze for $12 or Chocolate Glaze for $14 by April 19. Payments may be

Letters from our First
Communicants

Please read below for some thoughts
from those who will be making their First
Communion at St. Thomas.

Dear St. Thomas Family:

| am excited to receive First Communion
because | will get closer to god and | will
know him better. | am happy to receive
our Savior this year.

| am happy excited to receeve my
First Communion. | am a little nervous
because it is my first time.

| am ecited to celebrate with my family. |
am a little nervous.

| am excited to receive First Eucharist! It
will bring me closer to God!

| am excited to receive the body of
Christ. | want to be a part of the church
community.

Please pray for my family, friends and my
school. | am rely excited to be giting my
first comunon.

Thank you for welcoming me into your
prayer community.

I'm scred to go. | am excited to receive
the Body of Christ.

Please pray for me as | prepare for my
first communion. I'm excited and nervous
to receive it.

| am making my 1st communion. Will you
please say a prayer for me? | am excited
for this day. | am excited because my
grandma and grandpa are coming.

| am really excited for first communion
because | always wondered what the
body tastes like. Please pray for me.

| am nervous to make my 1st
communion. Pleas pray for me.

| am excited to make my First
Communion. Please pray for me.

| hope my first communion goes
excellently and uphill. | am excited and
confused at the exact same time.

Will you say a prayer for me? | am not
excited for this day. | am nervous instead.

| am very excited to eat this bread. Would
you pray for me?

| am excited for this day. My grama and
grannpa is coming to wach me.

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
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Coarvire Pommiceinn — Niitreach and Conecial bictice

Tell your legislators
Statewide Source of
Income Protection

From 2014-2016, the St. Thomas
Housing Alliance Ministry advocated

for an amendment to the Naperville
Fair Housing Ordinance that would
specifically identify Housing Choice
Vouchers as a “legal source of income,”
thus requiring landloras to accept
applications from voucher families.
Landlords had been discriminating
against voucher families by refusing to
acecept vouchers as a source of income.
St. Thomas parishioners signed over
500 letters to the Naperville City Council
in favor of the amendment, which then
passed on a 5-4 vote.

Naperville was one of the first lllinois
communities to pass a “voucher as a
legal source of income” ordinance. Now
Hope Fair Housing is advocating for a
similar law at the state level.

Advocacy Opportunity!

If HB 2775 is signed into law, it will
allow people with disabilities, veterans,
seniors and Housing Choice Voucher-
holders to no longer be turned away
from housing because of how they

pay their rent. HB 2775 will open the
doors to stable housing for many lllinois
residents who would otherwise not have
options.

For more information and, if you are in
agreement, to send a message to your
legislators, go to: https://housingactionil.
salsalabs.org/alert-s0i2022/index.html

Easter Ham Collection

The Easter ham
collection is next
weekend, April 9-10.
The goal is 300 hams
for the Naperville,
Aurora and Joliet areas.
The truck will be in front of the church.
Volunteers will accept donated hams and
monetary donations from 4:00-6:00 pm
Saturday, April 9 and 7:30 am—1:00 pm
Sunday, April 10.

Bread for the World
Middle School Advocacy
Letters to Senators

Bread for the World is a Christian
Organization in Washington DC that provides
nonpartisan policy analysis on hunger and
strategies to end it. It has been educating
opinion leaders, policymakers, and the public
about hunger in the United States and abroad
since 1975. Each year, they conduct an
“Offering of Letters” to members of Congress.

theworld
HAVE FAITH. END HUNGER.

Middle School Faith Formation and the 0SJ Office recently partnered to introduce advocacy to
the youth as a way to put their faith into action, as we are all called to do. The problem, possible
solutions, and the potential impact of advocacy were outlined.

The Problem

In the United States, according to the US Department of Agriculture, more than 38 million people,
including 12 million children are “food insecure”. Fifteen percent of the children in our country are
food insecure!

Advocacy Opportunity

The youth were presented with the opportunity to sign a letter to our Senators, urging them to
strengthen the nutrition programs that give our nation’s children the opportunity to flourish. The
letter was reviewed with the youth. They were asked to consider signing the letter, only if they were
in agreement with what the letter said. Seventy-eight letters were signed.

The letter had a space for the youth to add their personal comment. Below are a number of the

comments:

e At school, | had to do some research on hunger and how it can affect our health. | found out
that hunger can affect our bodies and minds and we wouldn’t be able to concentrate on our
work and we would be at risk of having more health problems. So, | think that helping these
children would really help our country too!

o First, | would like to say thank you for all your support in health! And support in the past! But
kids all around the globe just like me need you now more than ever!

e | would like them to feel safe just like me, and to grow to be whom they dream to be. Thank you!

Ukraine Relief
Monetary Donations

If you would like to support Ukraine and Ukrainian refugees, the current recommendation is
to donate to Catholic Relief Services (CRS). Catholic Relief Services — CRS — is the official
relief and development organization of the Catholic Church in the US.CRS and their partners
are preparing and need immediate support to meet both ongoing needs, as well as those
related to families forced to flee their homes. CRS and Caritas partners are on the ground
across Ukraine and in bordering countries, working to provide safe shelter, hot meals,
hygiene supplies, fuel to keep warm, transport to safe areas, counseling support and more.

When you donate, you provide immediate assistance for your Ukrainian sisters and brothers
affected by this crisis.
¢ To donate online, go to https://bit.ly/3hbagDJ
e (Check can be written to “CRS” with “Ukraine” in the memo and sent to:
Catholic Relief Services, PO Box 17090, Baltimore, MD 21297-0303
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In Gathering Area
After Masses
Palm Sunday Weekend

Sisters of Notre Dame

The Sisters of Notre Dame, located in the
Chicago Austin neighborhood.
They serve hundreds of families a week
with their food pantry and soup kitchen.



2022 Lenten Project

“ ... whatever you did for one of these least
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

Food with Love

To provide the basic need of food (with love) <% y

for one year for the 25 children of Ertha’s V‘\ TR ’fﬂ

Orphanage near Duchity, Haiti. The goal is Marie-Ange Dormus ~ Valery Messy
$13,200.

How to Help $13,200 -

St. Thomas Lenten Project
Ertha’s Orphanage

To provide food for one year
for the 25 children

e Please pick up a little brown box at the
church exits and save your change during
Lent to be returned by Easter Sunday. $12,000

e (Checks can be written to “St. Thomas 0SJ”

with “Lenten Project” in the memo. They $9,000| of E":[ %auiﬁtrf hHa;};ge
can be dropped in the weekend collection '
baskets or mailed to “St. Thomas 0SJ.”
$6,000 -
e Donations can also be made on the St. Collected
Thomas website by clicking here. as of March 28
$3,000- 11.5%

$1,518

Lenten Project
Big Donation from the Heart

One of our St. Thomas deacons was presiding at a prayer and communion service at an
area nursing home. A woman, who has been living there for quite some time, is unable to
hear or speak. But she can read. The deacon always provides her with a copy of the prayer
service readings to help her participation. At the end of a recent service, she gave the
deacon a Lenten collection little brown box full of coins. It was a little brown box from the
2020 Lenten project. She had saved coins for two years to fill the box!

-
oo
=
<m

[F]0JO)D) DIR) 1JVIE)

Food Donations for Care
Pantry

Bring donations to St. Thomas on Tuesday,
April 5 from 9:00-10:00 am or 5:00-6:00
pm. Place the items in the trunk or the back
of your vehicle, stay in your vehicle and we
will remove the items for you. ltems will be
collected outside Door C, which is across from
the labyrinth.

In order to serve our Care Pantry families in
the best possible way, we are requesting items
unavailable from the food bank and items we
particularly need. Please bring the items listed
below.

e (Canned tuna

Meat meal in a can

Pasta

Pasta sauce

Jello

Canned fruit

Cereal

Jiffy Mix

Cake xix

Paper towels/Kleenex

Thank you for your support. Consider
being a drop off location for people in your
neighborhood and bringing a trunk load of
food to St. Thomas.

PATH April 12 Zoom Meeting
Through the Lens of a Recruiter

about recruiters and how they can enable your job search?
On 12 April at 7:00 pm, the PATH Group will be hosting a panel of recruiters from one of

search.
Register in advance for this webinar by emailing pathgroupjobsearch@gmail.com.

webinar.

Are recruiters a part of your job search marketing plans? Have you ever wanted to learn more

the nation’s largest staffing organizations. They will be sharing their insights into the current
marketplace while answering your questions as to how to best work with recruiters in your job

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
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Carviee Commiceinn — Pactnral Care

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

St. Thomas the Apostle

From the Behavioral Health Ministry

Blended Mental Health
First Aid Training

GPR for the Brain

Just as CPR teaches you how to
respond to someone in a medical

crisis, Mental Health First Aid Training
prepares participants to assist someone
experiencing a mental health crisis.

When: Saturday, April 30, 2022
9:00 am—4:00 pm

Where: St. Thomas the Apostle

Cost: $23.95

Instructors: Tina Lueckhoff and
Diane McQueen

To sign up:
https://043022bmhfa.eventbrite.com

See further registration information in
this weekend’s bulletin insert as well
as the testimony to the value of Mental
Health First Aid as experienced by
Deacon Joe Cuzzone.

Registration closes April 20 at 11:30 pm

From the Behavioral Health Ministry

April is National Minority Mental Health Month

April is National Minority Health Month (NMHM), a
time to raise awareness about health disparities
that continue to affect racial and ethnic minority
populations and encourage action through health
education, early detection and control of disease
complications.

Health disparities are differences in disease
burden, disability and mortality in a defined
population. Populations affected by disparities
include racial and ethnic minorities, people who
live in diverse geographic locations, women,
children, older people and people with disabilities.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

St. Thomas the Apostle

6 Facts About Mental Health and Minority Groups:
1. Immigrant Experiences: The challenges these groups face set them apart from the
challenges encountered by native-born Americans.

2. Access to Physicians: Research from the US Government shows that many groups have few
opportunities to receive proper physical or mental care.

3. Being Medicated: Many minority groups aren't receiving the mental health treatment they
need.

4. Suicide: There’s nothing more tragic about mental health than suicide, which is far too often
the end result of acute depression and anxiety. But not many people realize that it affects each
ethnic group differently and is most prevalent among minorities.

5. Teen Mental Health: Among people age 18 to 24 nationwide, the suicide rate is 12.8 deaths
per 100,000, and is the second leading cause of death for people between 15- and 24-years-
old, the CDC reported. Among all racial and ethnic groups studied, men at this age were far
more likely than women to commit suicide.

6. Raising Awareness is Key: Bebe Moore Campbell National Minority Mental Health
Awareness Month. This was established in 2008 to recognize the work of Bebe Moore
Campbell, a pioneer in researching mental health issues among minority groups. She was
co-founder of the National Alliance on Mental lliness Urban Los Angeles, which continues to
examine the prevention and treatment of mental health issues in the LA community.

Resources: Mayo Clinic, mayoclinic.org, NAMI, nami.org, CDC, Center for Disease Control, cdc.gov

PrimeTime April Event
Spring Is in the Air!

Come join in on some games and crafts
at PrimeTime’s April event! Plan to

bring a snack to share and join us for a
relaxing social get together on Tuesday,
April 19 at 10:00 am in the Lighthouse.

PrimeTime will be meeting earlier in
the month with Kathy Ford, the new Director of Pastoral Care, and will share some of the
2022 events that are being planned.

Bring a friend and enjoy a lovely spring morning of fun and fellowship! Coffee, water,
games and crafts will be provided.
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Wellspring Presents

Alive Again ... Rising with Christ!

Monday, May 2, 2022
7:00-9:00 pm
Lighthouse

We are living in unprecedented times. Stress levels are at an all-time high as we still
cope with the health risks of COVID, financial stress and continued fears at many levels.
The paschal mystery teaches us that living, dying and rising are part of our experience
as Christians. In this session we

will explore how the best practices
of psychology intertwined with this
mystery will allow us to thrive and
maintain wellbeing even in the midst
of the most difficult times in this life.

Rev. Dr. Scott Mitchell, PsyD, is the
President and CEO of SamaraCare,
providers of progressive, life changing
counseling and consulting services,
serving people in DuPage, Cook, #
Kane, Kendall, Lake and Will counties.  Rev. Dr. Scott Mitchell, PsyD

As a clinical psychologist and clergy,

Dr. Mitchell has 30 years of experience with a special interest in the development of
preventive factors that build resilience across the life span and the role of spirituality in
resilience. He uses a holistic approach, integrating the best practices of psychology with
a respect for mindfulness and spirituality.

RSVP to readmin@stapostle.org by April 29, 2022. Reservations are strongly
encouraged; walk-ins are also welcome.

r

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

St. Thomas the Apostle

From the Office of the Parish Nurse
Blood Pressure Screening
Sessions

Blood Pressure Screening Sessions
at St. Thomas the Apostle are winding
down in our yearly blood pressure
season ...only April and May remain.

It is a great opportunity to ask questions,
learn your numbers and hear what to do
if needed.

This Sunday, April 3, nurses are available
after the 9:30 am and 11:15 am
Masses.

Conventional and digital monitoring will
be available to you. Stop by the west
wing to sign in and greet your nurse.

No appointments or orders needed

Save the Date
Minister of Care Training

Ordinary People Ministering to Ordinary People in
Extraordinary Circumstances

Mark your calendars for Minister of Care Training Saturday,
May 14, 2022, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the Senior
Center. A light breakfast will be served.

St. Thomas the Apostle

PASTORAL CARE

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
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Stewardehin and Adminictration

;\rn!)‘ﬁi ,‘yy ?\sriﬁ :\head Last weekend’s stewardship of financial gifts
4:30-5:15 pm Youth Choir, Cana Weekly Sunday Offertory
6:45-8:00 pm Middle School RE Catechists, Lighthouse March 20, 2022
7:00-9:00 pm Bqumg; anq Groundg, Judea Sunday Collection Offering® $8.662
7:00 pm Synod Listening Session, Gym ) o )
Tuesday. Aoril 5 Credit Card Online Giving (reported monthly)  none this week
uesday, Apri . .
9:00-10:00 am Drive thru donations, outside gﬂht(;rr?gtlzcoelgﬁh[)niggth) $26,374
12:.00-12:30 pm  Lent Meditation, Church o .
4:30-5:45 pm RE at St. Thomas, Ministry Center Mailed in and stock donations $1,720
5:00-6:00 pm Drive thru donations, outside Total for the week $36,756
7:00—8:30 pm Voices of Faith, Church *Based on Collection Counters Reports prior to bank confirmation
Wednesday, April 6 Fiscal Year (7/1 to 6/30) $1 ,342,162
9:15-11:15am Wednesday Bible Study, Senior Center Weekly Average 7/1/2021 to date $35,320
égg‘ggg pm EVi”ghS.tatt_iogs Practice, Church Offertory Goal Year to date $1,275,640
:30—-8:30 pm ax Christi, Cana
7:00-8:30 pm First Communion Prayer Service, Church Over/(sho‘rt) of goal to date 866,522
7:00-8:30 pm St. Vincent de Paul, Lighthouse Goal for Fiscal Year 7/1 to 6/30 $1,745,600
Thursday, April 7 Percent of Annual Sunday Offertory Goal 77%
9:15-11:15am Thursday AM Bible Study, Senior Center Remaining for this fiscal year goal $403,438
6:30-8:00 pm Life Meeting, Gym and Youth Center ] o
7:30-9:00 pm Thursday PM Bible Study, Senior Center This week, the Sunday collection is $66,522 ahead of goal

] ] so far this year. Capital needs restricted gifts were $185 this
Friday, April 8 . past week. We are grateful to those who recognize the need and
7:00-8:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Church responded.

Saturday, April 9
9:00 am-1:00 pm  First Communion Church Visit, Church

9:00-10:30 am Saturday Men’s Group, Cana
3:30-4:15 pm Reconciliation, Chapel
4:30-6:00 pm Ham Drive, Outside

Sunday, April 10
9:00 am—12:00 pm  Ham Drive, Outside

%n&wm

Please take the time to read the ads which make this bulletin
possible. Help support these businesses, especially during
this time, as they support St. Thomas the Apostle. Mention the
bulletin when you patronize their establishments.

Let them know they are appreciated!

“The practice of stewardship is important for the mission of the L=, Living q

Church and for the spiritual well-being of each individual Christian. =

Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his time, EW AR IP
talent and treasure.”

-Pope Benedict XVI ;

The focus of the 2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal is Devoted
to the Works of the Lord. The works of the Lord is not limited to

our parish or to a certain group of people in the Diocese. As Pope
Benedict says “everyone benefits” from a gift that one makes. Yes, the Appeal is asking you to use your gift of treasure, but you could also
use your time and/or talent for one of the ministries that the Appeal supports. You could volunteer to serve at the Daybreak Center that
provides shelter to those in need or you could volunteer to feed the hungry through the Shepherd’s Table (see the Diocese’s website).
However, your gift of treasure also goes to our schools and religious education programs. Your gift also goes to the education and
preparation of our seminarians. Our gifts go beyond our parish boundaries to create the spiritual well being of each of our fellow Christians
in the Diocese of Joliet.
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Checked These Listings Lately? Thank You to Our Advertisers!

Make it a habit to check these advertisers when you need a product or a service.
And when you purchase, be sure to mention you saw their ad in the St. Thomas bulletin!

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

BORTER
HEATING & COOLING

24 Hour
Service

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You I
Patronize One of Our Advertisers ||
i
i

|
|
l
| “'ank W“ (630) 668-5885
l
| Thank you for advertising in ] Nap er Auto
! our church bulletin. 1 Wl"’ kS
| I'am patronizing your business Your One Stop Shop

because of it! Since 1977

320 N. Mill t.

Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 420-2886

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
WH Y A DVE R T’s E your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and

’ N You R Loc A L create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one

CHURCH BULLETIN? church bulletin home every Sunday

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to

J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less o .

, choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
than you'd spend elsewhere.They help you reach GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer ..+ | acompany specifically because they are advertising in the
options to advertise effectively and | | ’
keep pace with market change.

church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

IS AR Cilue ot 1-800-621-5197

Company Email: sales@jspaluch.com

512069 St Thomas the Apostle Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170




VOEGTLE’S
Oquto Senvice

28 W. 224 WARRENVILLE RD.
WARRENVILLE, IL 60555
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

SINCE 1975
CHARLES VOEGTLE
JOE VOEGTLE

393-1436

SIZZALY
é PIZZA

(630) 995-3335
1220 W Ogden Ave.
Naperville, IL 60563

1sT CHOICE
SENIOR HOMECARE INC,
7300 N. Cicero Ave., Ste. 212
47-329-5122

If Care is what you need, we are here to He\F!
We offer live-in and hourly service for elderly.

Consider Remembering
. Your Parish in Your Will,

For further information,

E--

please call the Parish Office.

lbl have .Pe“:;fndepende“‘ *

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIertI

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.9 5 amonth M

v'Ambulance
v'Police vFire

v/Friends/Family FRE Shipping

FREE Activation

\

CALL
Now!

NO Long Term Contracts

800.809,3352 cos racing vl Beccion
MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

° =

2
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

Quality Work — Reasonable Prices Y Ed the Plumher
DEMMIS O Your WS Ed the Carpenter
PLUMBING ad 708 652.1444
== est Work - Best Rates
& SEWER d WWW-suzaIy-com PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
Asé( f % a cou Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
PARISHIONER be in thlS § of the Sea of the United States of America
o DISCOUNT ZTake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
630.991.3641 Es'\leé;?/?cl:? cY Space! & eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.demmisplumbing.com www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
The Most Complete

, ol
e MASTER
INSTALLERS

ROOFING

FINDaPARISH.com

Online National

Directory of
Catholic Parishes

Check It Out Today!

Residential ® Commercial
Industrial
Lic. #104000585
FREE

esiviares 630.530.5944

111 Maple Ave., EImhurst
FEZEROOFING.COM

Two beautiful locations:

44 S. Mill Street * Naperville, IL
(630) 355-0213 ¢ Historic Downtown
15219 S. Joliet Rd. ¢ Plainfield, IL
(815) 436-9221 « Rte. 59 & Rte. 30

Funeral Homes & Cremation Services
www.friedrichjones.com

CSfrisdbich ones (S5

Protecting Seniors

Nationwide

529. 95/Mo. billed quarterly

jDal Parlshl er

Sl_epha e Jon Kastellc  Ray Jones

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

g Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

___________________________________

11 Receive a $50 restaurant gift card 1
n with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

- LeafGuard®

is guaranteed never to

clog or we'll clean it for

FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,

pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
clogged gutters

- Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

attachment

- [éarGuard=

Get it. And forget it.*
B & L Auto Body Inc.

=V

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Free Estimates

PHIL WALZ

Grow in your faith,

. PLUMBING.INC. | findaMass and P L] Insurance Work
connect with your  [z: Expert Refinishing
Specialists In Catholic Community J== I complete Collision Repair
Bath Remodeling y/1ih OneParsh 1340 W. Ogden Ave.
Established 1967 = Naperville
1340 W. Ogden, Naperville Download Our Free App or Visit Larry Frank

https://www.oneparish.com 355-0865

(630) 355-0080 Lic# 058-062118

b

512069 St Thomas the Apostle Church (A) www.jspaluch.com

Funeral
Service

Beccdelrrecre -

Call Today!

Medical Alert System

* One Free Month

* No Long-Term Contract
* Price Guarantee
 Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

caihollicrr]atch®
lIlinois

CatholicMatch.com/myIL

Crematory

¢,%II¢Y(TA/"

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY, LTD
Family Owned & Operated Since 1861
JOHN W., JOHN L. & JosepH O. KuNscH, DIRECTORS
516 S. Washington St.
Historic Downtown Naperville

630.355.0264
e b

24021 Royal Worlington Dr.
- Rt. 59/South Naperville

630.922.9630

www.BeidelImanKunschFH.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170




