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[The man who had been blind] 
replied, “…One thing I do know is 
that I was blind and now I see.”

John 9:25
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Liturgy Schedule

ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH MISSION 

STATEMENT

Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted 
in the Eucharist, St. Thomas 
the Apostle strives to be an 
inclusive servant community 
— to be Christ in the World. 

We bear the Good News 
of God’s unconditional love 
to all generations through 
worship, faith formation, 

witness and service.

Daily
Mass: 8:30 am, Monday–Saturday

Wednesdays
Communion Service: 6:30 am

Weekend
Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:15 am
The Saturday 4:30 pm Mass is livestreamed  

with an outdoor communion option.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

mailto:mainoffice%40stapostle.org?subject=
http://stapostle.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasTheApostleCatholicChurchNaperville
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Reflection on the Readings
In making clay from his own saliva and smearing it on the 
blind man’s eyes, Jesus re-creates the man by transferring 
something of his own being to the man. The man is anointed 
by Jesus as “I am” and comes to be a stalwart, believing 
disciple. Not even the powerful Pharisees can sway him from 
his testimony to the work of Jesus in him. In baptism we, too, 
encounter Jesus and become a new creation in him. Are we as 
stalwart and believing as the blind man?

Readings for Today
First Reading — Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 
anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from that 
day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.  
(1 Sm 16:13)
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. (Ps 23)
Second Reading — “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will give you light.” (Eph 5:14)
Gospel — He spat on the ground and made clay with the 
saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go 
wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent —. So he 
went and washed, and came back able to see. (Jn 9:6-7)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English 
translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 

29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
or Lk 2:41-51a 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 

5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 

23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9, 10, 11/Heb 

10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7)/Rom 

8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Dear Pastor and Parishioners,

I am writing to inform you that I will be 
retiring from my role as parochial vicar 
of St. Thomas the Apostle parish by the 
end of June 2023. My seven years at 
St. Thomas have been a source of great 
joy and fulfillment in my life, and I am 
deeply grateful for the opportunity to 
serve this wonderful parish.

During my time here, I have had the 
privilege of working with three different pastors, each of whom 
has brought their own unique style of pastoral leadership to 
the community. This experience has been invaluable, and I am 
grateful for the lessons I have learned from each of them.

I have also been fortunate enough to serve in a few 
institutions and parishes throughout the Diocese of Joliet, 
including Meadowbrook Manor, Tabor Hills, The Springs of 
Monarch Landing, The Auberge, AccentCare Hospice and 
many others. I have found these experiences to be deeply 
rewarding, and I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
served in these capacities.

One of the highlights of my time at St. Thomas has been 
the weekly Mass I have been able to offer at Benedictine 
University. It has been an honor to serve the students and 
staff there, and I have cherished this opportunity. 

During my time at St. Thomas, I was fortunate to have the 
opportunity to assist with confessions and celebrate Holy 
Mass at several neighboring parishes, including Saints Peter 
and Paul, Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of Peace, St. Irene, 
St. Mary of Gostyn, St. Margaret Mary and occasionally at 
other parishes as well. It was a privilege to serve alongside my 
fellow priests in these communities and to get to know the 
parishioners there.

In addition to the fulfilling ministry work I was able to engage 
in, I also enjoyed the spacious and comfortable rectory at 
St. Thomas. The surrounding park on the west side and the 
vast parking lot on the east were peaceful and inviting, and 
I often took advantage of the long sidewalks for my evening 
walks and rosary. These moments of reflection and solitude 
were important to me and helped me to feel grounded and 
connected to the community.

I would be remiss if I did not express my deep gratitude to the 
parishioners of St. Thomas, who have shown me such kindness 
and consideration during my time here. I have been deeply 
touched by the outpouring of support I received during the 
pandemic, and I will always remember this time with great 
fondness.

Finally, I would like to thank the diocese, Fr. Peter and the staff 
at St. Thomas, and all the parishioners for their patience and 
understanding, especially during times when my abilities fell 
short of my aspirations. May God bless you all.

Sincerely,
Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal CMI
A farewell reception will be held on Tuesday, June 27, following the 
8:30 am Mass. In lieu of personal gifts, Fr. Joseph will gratefully accept 
monetary gifts for his family in India.

Prayer 
How easily we leave your side, Lord God,

for a place far away.
We are blind in our darkness,

please open our eyes!

Unless you strengthen our spirits and create our hearts anew,
we cannot make the journey home.

Guide us to your welcoming arms; to the music and the dancing,
for we are easily lost,

and only you, our Father, can find us.
Amen.
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WORSHIP COMMISSION — LITURGY AND MUSIC
Jim Clauer, Director, 

x111, jclauer@stapostle.org
Samantha Delke, Associate Director

x120, sdelke@stapostle.org
Kay Agustin, Administrative Assistant

x112, litadmin@stapostle.org

Liturgy Schedule and Mass Intentions
Intentions for this weekend

Sunday, March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:30 pm Mass of Anticipation
 †John Vesper by Mark Vesper
 †Andrea Hjorth by Larry and Lisa
8:00 am †Michelle Skvarek by family and friends
9:30 am †Dennis DeMeo by St. Joseph Table friends
 †Esther Stierman by Dawn and Pat Moran
11:15 am

Monday, March 20, 2023
Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 am †Anne Battisto by the Battisto Family

Tuesday, March 21, 2023
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am †Jim Maul by The Maul Family

Wednesday, March 22, 2023
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am †Gregoria Madriaga by Buddy and Melly Mallorca

Thursday, March 23, 2023
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am †Paul Webster by the Parrilli Family

Friday, March 24, 2023
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am †Ethel Lawlor by Matthew Carlyle

Saturday, March 25, 2023
The Annunciation of the Lord
8:30 am
4:30 pm Mass of Anticipation
 †Marlene Butler by Jennifer Streff
 †Andrea Hjorth by Larry and Lisa Hjorth

Sunday, March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 am
9:30 am †Rosaria Cartolano by Diana and Joe Rizzo
 †Esther Stierman by Voices of Faith
11:15am

Presider Schedule March 25–26
Saturday, March 25
4:30 pm: Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal with Deacon Larry 
Kearney

Sunday, March 26
8:00 am: Fr. Bob Colaresi with Deacon Joe Cuzzone
9:30 am: Fr. Joseph Kappilumakkal with Deacon Joe 
Cuzzone
11:15 am: Fr. Peter Infanger with Deacon Jim Breen
Presider schedule is subject to change.

Lenten Opportunities
Stations of the Cross — Fridays of Lent
7:00 pm | Church
The Way of the Cross has always been 
a powerful and popular part of the 
faith tradition and devotional life for 
Catholics throughout the ages. The 
early practice of Christians attempting 
to retrace and walk the path of Jesus has been a treasured 
way to commemorate the Passion and Death of Christ.

March 24
The Scriptural Stations of the Cross
March 31
Everyone’s Way of the Cross

Mid-Day Meditation — Tuesdays of Lent
12:00 pm | Chapel

Lent Reconciliation
St. Thomas will have Lenten Communal Reconciliation 
Services Wednesday, March 22 as part of our Parish Mission. 
After our presenters a very brief service will be followed 
by the opportunity for individual confession with a priest. 
Has it been a while since you’ve been to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation? Do you need a refresher or do you just want 
the opportunity to understand all that the Sacrament offers?

Scrutinies 
What are the Scrutinies? The Scrutinies are rites of self-
searching and repentance and above all have a spiritual 
purpose. The scrutinies are meant to uncover, then heal all 
that is weak in the hearts of the elect and to bring out and 
strengthen all that is good. The scrutinies are celebrated in 
order to deliver the elect from the power of sin, to protect 
them against temptation, and to give them strength in Christ. 
These rites, therefore, should complete the conversion of the 
elect and deepen their resolve to hold fast to Christ and to 
carry out their decision to love God above all.

Homily Series
Mark your calendars for 
the Spring Homily Series 
(2 weeks): April 15–16 and 
April 22–23: Belonging to One Another — The Blessings 
and Challenges of Community.

mailto:jclauer%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:sdelke%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:litadmin%40stapostle.org?subject=
https://www.stapostle.org/presider-schedule/
https://www.stapostle.org/lenten-offerings-at-st-thomas/
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The son of poor but devout parents, Raymond Kolbe had a 
vision of Mary around the age of ten. He told Mary that he 
was willing to accept both the priestly path of sanctity and 
the path of a martyr. And that was the beginning of his great 

devotion to the Mother of Jesus. He ended up fulfilling both promises. At the age of 
16, Raymond joined the Franciscans and took the name Maximilian. Fr. Kolbe was 
ordained in Rome but returned to his native Poland. In his 
20’s, he earned doctorates in both philosophy and theology.

Fascinated by new communications technology, 
Fr. Maximilian Kolbe worked at evangelization through a 
variety of media, printing religious periodicals, newspapers 
and books, conducting radio broadcasts and making plans 
for a movie studio. But he was rounded up by the Nazis in 1941 for hiding Jews 
from German persecutors. He landed in the death camp at Auschwitz. While there 
he volunteered to take the place of another prisoner of war as a substitute victim 
in imitation of Christ. He believed the best way for one to show their love of God 
was through their behavior. And he certainly proved that by suffering starvation and 
offering his life for that of another man. He died on the eve of the Assumption of 
Mary, August 14, 1941. And that prisoner whose life was spared through his sacrifice 
was present at his canonization by Pope John Paul II in 1982.

C.A.R.E 
CORNER

FAITH AND FORMATION COMMISSION — ADULT
Chari Rosales, Director, 

x138, crosales@stapostle.org
Jenni Kennedy, Administrative Assistant, 

x118, REAdmin@stapostle.org
Geralyn Parillo, Administrative Assistant, 

x118, REAdmin@stapostle.org

Faith
Inspirits
Wisdom

Wisdom
Enlightens

Faith

Adult Confirmation 
Offered
If you are age 18 or above and have 
not yet received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, it will be conferred 
by Bishop Hicks at the Cathedral of 
St. Raymond on May 21 and June 
4. A short series of preparation 
sessions will be offered here at St. 
Thomas during the Easter season. 
If you would like to participate, a 
copy of your baptismal certificate 
is needed, and you need to choose 
a sponsor. For more information, 
or to register, please contact Chari 
Rosales in the Adult Faith Formation 
Office at crosales@stapostle.org or 
630.355.8980. x138 by April 1. 

Young Adult
World Youth Day 2023
Sign up by April 1 for the Young Adult (18-39) World Youth 
Day Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lisban, Portugal, July 29-August 
7. For information or to make a reservation, contact 
Penny Borello, Inteletravel, 815.221.6029 or check out 
WYD2023@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Social Event
Sunday, March 19 at 12:30 pm at Up North Ale House 
(Right behind St. Thomas, 1595 N Aurora Rd., Naperville) 

“He is Risen” Potluck
Sunday, April 16 at 5:00 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle

Volunteering Opportunity
Saturday, May 6 (RSVP by Saturday, April 29) from 
2:00–3:45 pm at Feed My Starving Children. For more 
information and to sign up for the above events, please visit 
stapostle.org/upcoming-young-adult-events-at-st-thomas/

Youth Ministry
High School Basketball Tournament and Game Night — 
Thursday, March 23 
Join St. Thomas teens for a deanery tournament at 
St. Raphael. For those who don’t play basketball, join us 
to cheer them on and play other games. Contact Dorothy 
Grantham for more information at 630.355.8980, x117 or 
ym@stapostle.org.

High School Mission Trip — Sign up by April 12
Registrations are now open for the Alive in You Mission Trip 
to Appleton, Wisc., July 11–16. Mission trips are a great 
way to put faith in action. This year’s 8th–12th graders are 
eligible. Typical work may include painting, simple building 
projects, landscaping, working at a food pantry, social 
service organizations or at kid’s day camps. Chaperones 
needed. Cost is $420. Registration forms can be found 
online. For more information, contact Dorothy Grantham at 
630.355.8980, x117 or ym@stapostle.org.

Refuge — Steubenville Catholic Youth Conference — July 
28-30, 2023
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest”. Mt. 11:28
The Diocese is forming a delegation to attend this life-
changing Steubenville Catholic Youth Conference at the 
University to St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn. Great speakers, 
music and prayer to lift you up! Cost is $349. Registrations 
due by April 20.

Registration is Open for NCYC — National Catholic Youth 
Conference — November 16–18
Celebrate “Fully Alive” @NCYC with thousands of other 
Catholic teens from across the Nation for a conference on 
steroids! You can find more information at ncyc.info or by 
contacting the Youth Ministry Office ym@stapostle.org. 
(Outgoing 8th–11th graders are eligible.) Cost is $480. Sign 
up by April 30. 

mailto:crosales%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:REAdmin%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:REAdmin%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:crosales%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:WYD2023%40dioceseofjoliet.org?subject=
http://stapostle.org/upcoming-young-adult-events-at-st-thomas/
mailto:ym%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:ym%40stapostle.org?subject=
http://ncyc.info
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Religious Education Dates
Elementary
• March 18 (last class): Saturday 

Elementary RE sessions at All 
Saints Catholic Academy. 

• March 21, April 11 (last class): 
Tuesday Elementary RE sessions 
at Brookdale Elementary School.

Middle School
• March 20: Monday Middle 

School RE classes meet.

• March 18: Saturday Middle 
School RE classes meet.

FAITH AND FORMATION COMMISSION — YOUTH
Lorraine Katz, Director, Elementary, 

x109, lkatz@stapostle.org
Peggy Goralski, Director, Middle School, 

x123, pgoralski@stapostle.org
Dorothy Grantham, Director, Youth/Young Adult, 

x117, ym@stapostle.org

Scripture Safari
Come and see the Holy Spirit in action during our Scripture Safari week “Let’s Be on God’s 
Team” June 12–16 from 9:00 am–12:00 pm daily including a Mass June 17 at 4:30 pm. Be 
part of this fun-filled retreat. Currently, Scripture Safari is looking for adult volunteer leaders.

Scripture Safari is for children entering kindergarten through grade 4. Younger children of 
adult volunteers can be part of the program. Contact Lorraine Katz at lkatz@stapostle.org or 
the Religious Education office at REAdmin@stapostle.org to see how you can get involved. 

Donut & Welcome Sunday is 
March 19!
You are invited to be part of Donut 
Sunday & Welcome Sunday in the St. 
Thomas Gym after all Sunday Masses 
today! Are you new to St. Thomas? 
Become a member by registering in 
the Gym after all Sunday Masses. 
Meet other parishioners and enjoy the 
warmth of new friends with a donut 
and coffee today!

Living Stations Prayer Service
You are invited … to the moving and 
prayerful experience of Living Stations. 
Middle school students will reenact 
the Stations of the Cross on Good 
Friday, April 7, at 12:00 pm. Join the 
St. Thomas faith community for this 
special time of prayer, reflection and 
song. 

St. Francis High School Events
Those interested in learning more about St. Francis High School are invited to attend the Information 
Session Tuesday, April 25 at 9:00 am.

Seventh graders can check out St. Francis High School by attending a fun-packed night on April 28 
at 6:00 pm. Those who attend will get a chance to meet current SFHS students and fellow 7th grade 
future Spartans, participate in team-building activities and compete in the Spartan Amazing Race. 

Interested students can ‘shadow’ a St. Francis high school student for a day to see what life is like as 
a Spartan. Parents are invited for a tour while school is in session Monday through Friday at a variety 
of times. Go to sfhscollegeprep.org to register for any of these events. 

Question of the week
If you were blind and suddenly could see, what would you be 

most excited about seeing? 

mailto:lkatz%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:pgoralski%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:ym%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:lkatz%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:REAdmin%40stapostle.org?subject=
http://sfhscollegeprep.org
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SERVICE COMMISSION — OUTREACH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Michael Ryder, Director, 

x121, mryder@stapostle.org
Anne Schultz, Partner, 

x113, aschultz@stapostle.org
Sally Meno, Associate, 

x137, smeno@stapostle.org

2023 Lenten Project — Building HOPE
Help with the construction of the church in our twinning parish, Ste. Marie-
Madeleine, in Duchity, Haiti … building hope in the community in these very difficult 
times. As Fr. Frantzdy, Pastor of Ste. Marie-Madeleine, mentioned at the Masses last 
weekend, the gang activity in Port-au-Prince is essentially holding the entire country 
hostage. There is no gang activity in Duchity and it is quiet there. However, scarcity 
of goods and rampant inflation have made life even more difficult than normal in our 
twinning community. In conversations, Fr. Frantzdy communicates the struggles and 
discouragement in his community. He also indicated that, at this time, continuing 
construction of the church is the highest of priorities in his community. “It will give 
the community encouragement and hope.” 

Construction Status
The front, sides and back are in place. The next step is the roof. That would allow 
Mass to be celebrated. $50,000 is needed for the roof. $30,000 was recently 
donated by a St. Thomas parishioner. An additional $20,000 is needed.

How to Help Put a Roof on the Church! 
The goal for the Lenten Project is $12,000.
• Pick-up a little brown box at the church exits and save your change during Lent.
• Checks to “St. Thomas OSJ” with “Church” in the memo. Drop in the weekend collection baskets or mail to “St. Thomas OSJ.”
• Donate on the St. Thomas website home page (4% service fee). https://bit.ly/buildingchurch

Easter Environment/Flower Fund
I would like to make a contribution toward Easter flowers.

In Honor Of:

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

By:

 
 PHONE # AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Please return this form by Sunday, April 2.

You are invited to make 
a donation toward the 
Easter Environment/

Flower Fund in 
recognition of a loved 

one. The names of 
these individuals will 

be on a display board 
at the Easter Masses. 

A suggested donation 
of $10 per name (exact 
change or check made 
payable to St. Thomas 
the Apostle) should be 
remitted with the order 

form. The completed form 
and payment should be 

placed in an envelope, to 
the “Attn. of Flower Fund” 

and can be mailed in, 
brought in through Door 

A during the building 
open hours or placed in 
the offertory collection 

basket. 

Donations must be 
received by  

Sunday, April 2.

Ste. Marie-Madeleine church under 
construction.

mailto:mryder%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:aschultz%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:smeno%40stapostle.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/buildingchurch
https://www.stapostle.org/easter-flower-fund-4/
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The Race Card Project
When you go to stapostle.org/race-card-project to enter 
an online Race Card, you have the option of entering a 
‘back story’ and explain, in more detail, the meaning of 
your 6-word Race Card. Here are two Race Cards and their 
associated back stories:

Can someone explain race to me?
This is the reaction of a 6 year old when we attempt to discuss the concept of race. 
It was her immediate and raw reaction … pure curiosity and some confusion about 
why this is such a problem for “grownups.”

I’m born. I live. I die.
I have always introspected on why there is so much violence based on religion. 
Coming from a secular country like India we have a lot of communal violence and 
instead of finding commonalities in what makes us human and the similarities in 
what all religions teach us a lot of us focus on the differences. At the end of the day 
all of us try to make the best of our little time in this life between birth and death.

If you haven’t submitted a Race Card, please join the conversation. If you’ve 
submitted a Race Card, join the conversation often. A hope of The Race Card Project 
at St. Thomas is to encourage dialog about race. If you find yourself dwelling on a 
particular Race Card, and you’d like to share your thoughts with us, you can do so 
by emailing RaceCardProject@stapostle.org. If you would be open to and interested 
in some in-person discussion on thoughts expressed in Race Cards, please email 
RaceCardProject@stapostle.org and let us know.

Hesed House PADS — April Food Donation Sign-Up
St. Thomas Hesed House PADS Ministry serves the 
homeless at Hesed House in Aurora the first Thursday of 
every month throughout the year. The ministry prepares 
and serves dinner and breakfast … and provides a bag 
lunch.

We are asking parishioners to donate the food items 
needed each month. Thanks to all those who helped with donations in March. We 
are now asking for donations for Thursday, April 6.

How to donate food for Hesed House
If you are willing and able to provide food for April, you can sign up for specific 
items on the St. Thomas website home page at stapostle.org. If you enjoy cooking, 
you can sign up to prepare the entrée or dessert. Recipes and pans are provided. If 
cooking is not your greatest gift, there are many other items needed. Please deliver 
all items to the St. Thomas Gathering Area Thursday, April 6, before 4:00 pm. 
Thanks to all who are able to help.

Scouting for Food
Recently, Cub Scout Pack 125 in 
Brookdale conducted a “Scouting 
for Food” drive to benefit the 
St. Thomas Care Pantry. The 
Scouting Movement in American 
started in 1912. Scouts do “A 
Good Turn Daily” to mark the 
occasion. The scouts collected 60 
full bags of food. 

Thank you to the scouts for their 
service and to Ashely Voller who 
coordinated the food drive.

Lenten Fish Dinner
The Knights of Columbus are 
sponsoring a fish dinner Friday 
March 24 from 5:00 pm until 
7:00 pm in the Gym. Buffet style 
dinner includes baked fish, fried 
seafood, grilled cheese, baked 
potato and more.

Tickets 
• Adults with reservation $15, as 

walk-in $17. 
• Kids 6–10 with reservation $5, 

as walk-in $7 
• Kids under 6 free

Reservations at stapostle.org, in 
the parish office and in Gathering 
Area this weekend after Masses.

Easter Ham Collection — Weekend of April 1-2
The 2023 Easter ham collection is the weekend of April 1-2. We provide hams to 
our Care Pantry families as well as to the St. Nicholas Pantry, St. Patrick Parish in 
Joliet-where Fr. Dof is the pastor, and the Marie Wilkinson Pantry in Aurora. This 
year’s goal is 500 hams. 

If you forget your ham, you can make a donation at the collection truck and one will 
be purchased for you. Thanks for all who are able to help. If you know of a family in 
need of help for food, please contact the Anne Schultz at aschultz@stapostle.org, or 
630.355.8980, x113.

http://stapostle.org/race-card-project
mailto:RaceCardProject%40stapostle.org?subject=
mailto:RaceCardProject%40stapostle.org?subject=
https://www.stapostle.org/hesed-house-pads-april-food-donation-sign-up/
https://www.stapostle.org/st-thomas-knights-of-columbus-lenten-fish-dinner/
mailto:aschultz%40stapostle.org?subject=
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SERVICE COMMISSION — PASTORAL CARE
Annette Kubalanza, Director, 

x124, akubalanza@stapostle.org
Felicia Lawlor, Faith Community Nurse, 

x104, flawlor@stapostle.org
Susan Kearney,  

Behavioral Health Coordinator, x108

WAGES: How’s it Going?
What an inspiration to know that this Lent many of the St. Thomas Family have 
accepted the challenge to walk in the footsteps of Christ. One parishioner states: 

“I haven’t really ever taken a passage from Christ’s passion and seriously thought it 
over. The passage that I cannot forget is Jesus in the Garden when he asks the Father 
to let the cup pass”. ~SB

Another sends the passage that spoke to her.

“This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken.” ~TR (up to 15,000 steps)

AR was active in bringing a friend to Mass.

Each week your comments will be published in the bulletin. Please keep them 
coming!

Walking — everyday at home and once weekly here (if you are able)
Awareness — mindfulness, meditation, (Choose a scripture passage of your 
choice to ponder)
Generosity — do a kindness each day
Eating healthy — for your body, mind, spirit, attend Mass, bring a friend
Spirituality — prayer, be the good news, be intentional

St. Thomas Blood Drive
The Versiti Mobile Unit will be in 
the St. Thomas parking lot March 25 
from 9:00 am–1:30 pm for a blood 
drive. Sign up at https://donate.
illinois.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/5601215. Thank 
you for your support!

The St. Thomas Senior Connection Visitation and Phone 
Ministry is Back!
What is it? A ministry of care
For whom? All who cannot come to St. Thomas physically
Where? In homes, care centers, assisted living
How? Personal visits or phone calls

The goal of the Visitation and Phone Ministry is to ensure that no member of our 
faith community is forgotten and to encourage a sense of belonging and connection.

• Do you know someone who would benefit from this ministry?
• Would you like to learn how you can help? 

Please call the pastoral care office 630.355.8980, x124 or email akubalanza@
stapostle.org. Training will be provided.

Save the Date Saturday, April 22
Mental Health First Aid Training
Chances are you know a loved one, a friend or a youth who is struggling with an 
emotional or mental health issue. Chances are you would like to be able to help 
them. Chances are you might not know how to help them. 

There is a guaranteed way to learn how to recognize when someone is hurting: 
Mental Health First Aid Training. Mental Health First Aid Training will be offered 
Saturday, April 22 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at St. Thomas (blended — 2.5 hours 
independent and 6 hours in-person).

Watch for more information in the bulletin and on the website about how to register 
for this informative and life saving class or contact Susan Kearney at sdkearney@
comcast.net.

Caregivers’ Support Group
All caregivers, relatives and friends 
of those who struggle with anxiety, 
depression, bipolar, eating disorder or 
self-injury, please join us for an evening 
of prayer, discussion and reflection.
The upcoming meeting will be March 23.

Meetings are held at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Catholic Church, 2220 Lisson 
Rd. Naperville. Enter in the back of 
the church as the main entrance may 
be locked. Check the event board by 
the lower level entrance for the room 
number. Please email welisten2017@
gmail.com or call Joe at 630.569.1635 
with any questions.

Did you know?
Physical activity doesn’t need to be 
complicated. Something as simple as 
a daily walk can help you:

• Maintain a healthy weight and lose 
body fat

• Prevent or manage various health 
conditions

• Strengthen your bones and 
muscles

• Increase energy levels
• Improve your mood, cognition, 

memory and sleep
• Improve your balance and 

coordination
• Strengthen immune system
• Reduce stress and tension

And much more! Join us in the gym 
11:30 am–12:30 pm Wednesdays in 
March.
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Weekly Sunday Offertory
March 12, 2023
Sunday Collection Offering* $6,892

Credit Card Online Giving (reported monthly) none this week

Automatic Direct Debit none this week 
(5th and 20th each month)

Mailed in and stock donations $14,313

Total for the week $21,205 
*Based on Collection Counters Reports prior to bank confirmation

Fiscal Year (7/1 to 6/30) $1,232,883

Weekly Average 7/1/2022 to date $33,321

Offertory Goal Year to date $1,247,042

Over/(short) of goal to date ($14,158)

Goal for Fiscal Year 7/1 to 6/30 $1,752,599

Percent of Annual Sunday Offertory Goal 70%

Remaining for this fiscal year goal $519,716

This week, the Sunday collection is $14,158 below goal so far this 
year. Capital needs restricted gifts were $256 this past week. We 
are grateful to those who recognize the need and responded.

STEWARDSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION
Thank you for supporting St. Thomas the Apostle. To learn more about online giving,  

please visit our website and click on the Giving tab in the top menu bar.

The Week Ahead
Monday, March 20, 2023
7:00–8:15 pm Confirmation Class, Senior Center
7:00–8:15 pm Journey Group, Youth Center
7:00–8:30 pm Parish Mission, Church
7:15–8:30 pm RE Middle School at All Saints Academy

Tuesday, March 21, 2023
10:00–11:00 am Care Pantry Distribution
10:00 am–12:00 pm Primetime, Lighthouse
12:00–12:30 pm Lent Meditation, Chapel
4:30–5:45 pm RE at Brookdale School
7:00–8:30 pm Voices of Faith, Lighthouse
7:00–8:30 pm Parish Mission, Church

Wednesday, March 22, 2023
9:15–11:15 am Wednesday Bible Study, Senior Center
11:30 am–12:30 pm W.A.G.E.S., Gym
4:30–5:30 pm Stations Practice, Church
7:00–8:30 pm Parish Mission and Lent Reconciliation, 

Church

Thursday, March 23, 2023
9:15–11:15 am Thursday AM Bible Study, Senior Center
6:30–8:15 pm YM Life Team, Gym and Youth Center
7:00–8:30 pm Baptism Class, Galilee
7:30–9:30 pm Thursday PM Bible Study, Zoom

Friday, March 24, 2023
5:00–7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Fish Fry, Gym
7:00–8:00 pm Stations of the Cross, Church

Saturday, March 25, 2023
9:00 am–1:30 pm Blood Drive, Mobile Unit in Parking Lot
9:00–10:30 am Saturday Men’s Group, Cana
3:30–4:15 pm Reconciliation, Chapel

Sunday, March 26, 2023
9:00 am–11:00 am Liturgy of the Word, Ministry Center
9:30–11:30 am OCIA, Ministry Center

Fr. Peter shares insights from a variety 
of voices on the Sunday readings.

Coming of Age, Coming of Faith
It is said we never become a believer before age thirty-five. I 
don’t think there is anything magical about that age. Some in 
their seventies still have not yet come to be people of faith, 
and there are those who, at a very young age, seem to have 
entrusted their lives to God. What the age of thirty-five does 
say, however, is that most people need to have lived a while 
and experienced a few ups and downs to recognize there is a 
power in their lives greater than themselves.

This week’s Gospel story of the man born blind encapsulates a 
lifelong journey of coming to see who Jesus is, compressed into 
a few days. When asked who cured him of blindness, the man 
first says the man Jesus did it. Brought to testify before the 
Pharisees, he says that Jesus must be a prophet. Confronted 
by the Pharisees a second time, he testifies that Jesus must be 
of God. Finally, when he sees Jesus again, he calls him Lord, 
a name for God. The story is a parable of sorts about how we 
come to have faith, to see with new and different eyes.

Faith involves trusting, sometimes trusting an unseen Power 
who feels absent at times; about surrendering control over our 
lives to God, as we come to see in an entirely new way. It can 
take a lifetime to begin seeing in such a way.

~Fr. Joseph Juknialis

Opening the Word
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PARISH INFORMATION

Administration
Communications Coordinator
Casey Braun, x110, cbraun@stapostle.org

Administration Assistant
Mary Derwinski, x143,  
mderwinski@stapostle.org

Facility Manager
Bob Hartmann, x133, facility@stapostle.org

Main Office Administrative Assistant
Michelle Kuhn, x100,  
mainoffice@stapostle.org

Main Office Administrative Assistant
Diane McQueen, x101,  
dmcqueen@stapostle.org

Evening/Saturday Receptionists
Elizabeth Fisher
Mary Wright
nitecrew@stapostle.org

Finance/Business Officer
Janet Simmons, x106,  
jsimmons@stapostle.org

Financial Assistant
Sue Sportiello, x107,  
ssportiello@stapostle.org

For a complete staff listing, please visit 
stapostle.org.

Parish Pastoral Council
Susan Wood O’Leary, Chair 
Noble Charles
Dave Johanneson
Alison Ohl
Brittany Tres

Commission Representatives
Cheryl Kaspar, Worship
Rick Peterson, Service
Scott Mygind, Finance
Carrie Wujek, Faith & Spiritual Formation

Ex-Officio
Rev. Peter Infanger, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal, Parochial Vicar
Janet Simmons, Recording Secretary

Sign-up for our Emails
Stay up to date with the latest happenings 
at St. Thomas by signing up for any of our 
emails at stapostle.org.

Baptism: Parents are required to attend 
a Baptismal awareness and renewal 
session prior to the Baptism. Call the Main 
Office a few months in advance to make 
arrangements.

Reconciliation: Reconciliation is 
available Saturday, 3:30–4:15 pm, in the 
Reconciliation Room of the Chapel. Our 
priests are available during the week by 
appointment.

Matrimony: A couple planning on being 
married at St. Thomas should contact the 
church six months to a year in advance. 
Either the bride or groom, or their parents, 
must be a registered parishioner at least 
three months before setting a date. Call 
Diane McQueen, x101, to schedule.

Anointing: Call 630.355.8980.

Communion for the Homebound: Call 
630.355.8980 to receive prayer/Eucharist 
from a Minister of Care.

Funerals: Call Samantha Delke, x120, for 
pre-planning or immediate need.

Religious Education: Call 630.305.6318 to 
register.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults): Any person wanting to learn more 
about the Catholic Faith should call Chari 
Rosales, x138.

Counseling Resources: Call 630.355.8980.

Our Outreach Twinning Parishes:
St. Thomas the Apostle has an ongoing 
twinning relationship with the following 
parishes:
 St. Marie Madeleine in Duchity, Haiti
 St. Agnes on the Lakota Indian  
 Reservation, Manderson, South  
 Dakota
 St. Nicholas in Aurora, Illinois

Our Parish School:
All Saints Catholic Academy
1155 Aurora Ave
Naperville, IL 60540
ascacademy.org
630.961.6125
Margie Marshall, Principal

Welcome
Thank you for joining us.

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
1500 Brookdale Road
Naperville, IL 60563

630.355.8980 (Main Office) 630.305.6318 
(RE) | 630.355.0521 (Fax) mainoffice@

stapostle.org | stapostle.org

Church Office and Building Hours
8:30 am–4:30 pm Monday–Friday. 

Gathering Area reception desk is staffed 9:00 
am–8:00 pm Monday–Thursday;  
9:00 am–4:30 pm Friday; and  
9:00 am–1:00 pm Saturday.

Pastor
Rev. Peter Infanger
x102, pinfanger@stapostle.org

Parochial Vicar
Rev. Joseph Kappilumakkal, CMI
x103, jkapp@stapostle.org

Weekend Associates
Rev. Bob Colaresi, O. Carm.

Deacons
Jim (Mary Jo) Breen, 630.486.3133
jimb4853@gmail.com
Joe (Carolyn) Cuzzone, 630.355.8980
x224, DeaconJoeCuzzone@gmail.com
Larry (Susan) Kearney, 630.355.8980
x225, lrkearney@comcast.net
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LOOKING TO SELL YOUR HOME?

 

Gloria Nowotarski - realtor®  
630.664.6854 | sold4ubygloria@gmail.com 

https://www.glorianow.com

*Sellers ask about a  
$400 Attorney Credit
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