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April 1, 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we are about to enter into this Easter Season, my hope and prayer is that this letter finds you
and your loved ones safe and in good health.

| am writing to you in the spirit of Child Abuse Prevention Month, which our nation celebrates
each April. | am grateful to be ministering together with you as we continue our dedicated work
and service to keep our children and vulnerable safe. It is during this month of April that we
recognize this important ministry to maintain safe environments for all of God’s children and to
raise awareness about child abuse prevention efforts.

With guidance from the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops established in June 2002, our Office for Child and
Youth Protection has worked together with parishes and schools to help create and maintain
safe environments for our children and vulnerable adults and continue our efforts to prevent
child abuse. Please review the information from our Office of Child and Youth Protection about
Child Abuse Prevention Month and ways in which you may recognize child abuse prevention
efforts at your parish, school, and/or office.

Keeping our children safe and creating environments in which they can learn and grow takes the
effort and dedication of all of us. To all clergy, employees, volunteers, and those who are VIRTUS
facilitators and local administrators - thank you for your continued efforts and commitment to
this invaluable ministry. Please join me in praying for all who have been abused and affected by
abuse; that they may find healing, safety, and peace. Please also be assured of my continued
prayers for all of you.

Paz y bien,

fMﬂW

Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet
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