
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 16, 2025 

Parish Mission Statement: 
Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant 
community – to be Christ in the World.  We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all 
generations through worship, faith formation, service, friendship, and witness. 
 

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives 
Kathy Kapustka* 
Terry Sullivan* 
Thomas Kennedy* 
Carrie Wujek – Chair* 
 

* Attended 

Faith & Spiritual Formation – Mary Hronek* Rev. Alex Lorang 
Finance – Scott Mygind* Rev. Peter Infanger* 
Service –  Rick Peterson*  
Worship – Lugenia Thomas* 
Parish LIfe – Deb Scheckel*, Kathy Sander* 

 

Guest: Jason Durnas  
 

Opening Prayer: Council 
Meeting Notes:  Carrie Wujek 
Called to order by Chair at 6:30 PM 
 
Pastor’s Report:   

• Consistent attendance growth over the past year: 2% versus YTD as of October.  Does not 
include online viewers - which are averaging 200/week 

• Great Christmas attendance: approximately 3,500 for all masses; ornament and future dates 
outreach appreciated 

• Diocesan appeal goal exceeded 
• Alpha and culture of evangelization needs support and promotion 

 
On-going Business 
 

I. Parish Vision, Mission, Goals 
• Roll-out to parish during the weekends of Jan. 25/26 and Feb 1/2 
• Fr. Peter will speak after Communion at all masses; dovetail with evangelization Homily Series 

message; info presented on slides, handout to be included in bulletin 
• Need to consider metrics to measure goal achievement 

 
New Business 
 
I. Faith and Spiritual Growth Commission (FSGC) – new name for Faith and Spiritual Formation 

Commission 
II. Welcome Committee to form – various individuals and entities interested; Lugenia will 

coordinate for effective collaboration 
III. Suggestion to feature a Commission/ministry each week in the bulletin with contact info and a 

way to connect 
IV. Parish Leadership recruitment: visitor discerning a role; make PPC visible; create a conduit 

 

 
Council and Commission Reports  -  
 
Finance Council: 

STA Legacy Project created by the Stewardship Commission; very successful event with over 70 
people attending 
 

 



 
 
Faith and Spiritual Formation – name will be changed  

• Alpha begins 2/20 
• Day of Reconciliation to be held during Lent; Parish Mission June 1-3 
• “Halfway to Scripture Safari” – huge success with great attendance and enthusiasm 
• Connor Flanagan concert/Journey Night 1/26  - Open to all  
• YAM events include: weekly Bible study with Fr. Alex; Feed my Starving Children 2/15; Stations 

and Sushi during Lent 
• Homily Series: “The Greatest Story Ever Told”  Jan. 25/26 and Feb 1/2 

 
Worship 

• Very positive Christmas liturgy feedback 
• Day of Renewal for Liturgical Ministers 2/15 with Brother Joe Hoover 
• Fr. Anthony Bozman is guest celebrant/homilist for Black History Month Feb 8/9 

 
Service 
• OSJ 

o Harvest Sunday food drive was a huge success.  Total collected: 726 boxes 
o St. Thomas OSJ hosted an Our Lady of Guadalupe mass and celebraion. 
o Swaddling Project in January collecing baby items to benefit local pregnancy centers 
o Welcome to America pack collected in January for refugee family 
o St. Thomas Cares assistance total for 2024:  $46, 665 
o Monthly:  Hesed House meals provided; Care Pantry Drive-thru 2x; St. Vincent DePaul 

providing monetary assistance; St. Thomas Cares providing monetary assistance 
• Pastoral Care 

o Partners in Prayer ministry begins 2/2 – happening the first Sun. of every month after 9:30 
mass in the chapel.  Home support offered for those who would like to pray in solidarity with 
the partners in prayer ministers: Pray from home anytime from 10:30am-11:15am on the 
first Sunday of each month. All are welcome. 

o 3 new ministry teams have formed to visit individuals. 
o  Grief support group will start in March for 6 session program - working toward year-round 

support  
o Prime Time upcoming events: 1/21 program on dementia; 2/18 service project with OSJ 

 
Parish Life 

• Lessons and Carols was a great event: packed attendance, wonderful celebration 
• Dueling Pianos coming up 2/7 7:00 PM 
• Working on recruiting; hosting a thank you event for current members 1/22 

 
 
Closing Prayer led by Fr. Peter 

 
PPC Meeting: February 19, 6:30 PM, Cana Room 


