St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 23, 2025

Parish Mission Statement:

Led by the Holy Spirit, rooted in the Eucharist, St. Thomas the Apostle strives to be an inclusive servant
community — to be Christ in the World. We bear the Good News of God’s unconditional love to all
generations through worship, faith formation, service, friendship, and witness.

At-Large Members Commission Representatives Ex-Officio Representatives
Kathy Kapustka* Faith & Spiritual Growth — Mary Hronek* Rev. Alex Lorang
Terry Sullivan -interim chair Finance — Scott Mygind Rev. Peter Infanger*
Thomas Kennedy* Service — Rick Peterson*
Jason Durnas* Worship — Lugenia Thomas*
Carrie Wujek — acting Chair* Parish LIfe — Deb Scheckel, Kathy Sander*
* Attended

Opening Prayer: Council
Meeting Notes: Kathie Kapustka
Called to order by Chair at 6:30 PM

Pastor’s Report:

Fr. Alex to be moved to St. Raphael parish, effective 7/1/2025; Fr. John Regan to join STA as
priest-in-residence, effective 7/1/2025; 25% of priests in DoJ were moved around; forthcoming
announcements to the parish
About 3,000 people attended Easter services, up ~500 from last year
150 new families registered at STA this year
Wish list for programs and activities from each department approved for extra spending
Capital improvements — looking at remodeling the Gathering Area for more space and
invitational feel
Newman Architecture, original designers of STA, could be re-engaged for updates; plan created
in 2008 to be revisited.

o PPCsuggested a long-term capital plan
PLT wants to reduce staff workload and streamline events and activities

o Focus on prioritization tools for staff

o Promote collaboration and less is more mindset

o PPC noted importance of evaluating activities and impact

o Potential focus for May PLC meeting
New website focus to be ‘inspirational” more than ‘informational’

On-going Business

Parish Vision, Mission, Goals — continuing to fine-tune and promote communication
e PLC meeting on 5/21 opportunity for revisiting these and framing Commission activity in
alignment with above; PPC hosting

New Business

e Welcome Jason Durnas, new at-large member
e Loyola Spiritual development program strong encouraged for staff and parish leadership
o TobeginJune 11 and run through summer months, in person and online, alternating




Council and Commission Reports -

Finance Council:
e Budget planning for FY 2025-26

Faith and Spiritual Growth

e Christine Goba hired as new DRE for elementary school

e Lenten Evening of Reflection with Deacon Dan Welter had 40 attendees

e First Communion will be celebrated at 4 masses April 26-27 and May 3-4

e CREW (MS youth group) has grown in attendance to 27 students

e Speaker from Sarah’s Inn addressed HS students about healthy relationships
e Fit Shepherds started by Fr. Alex, similar to F3 ministry

e Homily series sponsored a presentation on Women in the Church: From Anna the Prophetess to

the Synodal Church by Donna Cheesebrough — well-received and well-attended
e FSFG looking at recruiting and Ministry Fair presence

Worship
e Memorial Mass for Pope Francis on 4/29
e New Parishioner packets and welcoming committee
o Welcome committee to meet 4/28
= Comprehensive, intentional, long-term plan urged by PPC and Fr. Peter
e ASCA dinner dance well-attended and successful

Service
e Noreport

Parish Life
e Farewell reception for Fr. Alex 6/28 and 6/29
e Welcome reception for Fr. John Regan 7/5 and 7/6
e Mass on the Grass on Saturday 8/30

Closing Prayer led by Carrie Wujek

May 21, 2025 = PLC meeting in the Lighthouse
(Commission and ministry heads, staff, PPC, PLT)



