St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Celebrates Black History Month
Worship Commission & Racial Justice Committee
Post-Communion Talk – Feb. 20/21

Good afternoon/morning everyone. I am Samantha Delke, the
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music here at St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Church. On behalf of the Worship Commission, I would like to
thank Fr. Michael Trail for being with us today, sharing his wisdom, and
preaching the Gospel in such an impactful way. Thank you Fr. Michael.
Applause.
I would also like to take this opportunity to share the efforts of the
Racial Justice Committee with the entire St. Thomas the Apostle
community, whether you are gathered here in person or virtually.
Starting in September 2020, our parish has undertaken initiatives to
focus on the theme of Racial Justice. Following the cultural and political
events of the past year, we felt it necessary to address this systemic
problem from the lens of faith.
Through the “St. Thomas Reads” Just Mercy project, guest preachers,
and other ministry initiatives, the Committee has begun to provide our
community with opportunities to engage with the theme of Racial
Justice.
As a representative of this committee, I invite all of us to take the time
during the Season of Lent to EDUCATE ourselves about Black History
and our own involvement with the sin of racism and the fight for Racial
Justice. Racism is a social sin – of which we all have a shared
responsibility in combatting. It is not until all of our sisters and
brothers are treated with love, equality, and respect that God’s will can
be done on earth as it is in heaven.

In the parish bulletin during each weekend of Lent we will be republishing the “10 Ways to Fight Hate” fliers – which was a
collaborative effort of the Solidarity Coalition, Pax Christi, and
Immigration Initiative ministries. These articles provide a simple way to
discern what you can do to fight hate that is all around us. The
Solidarity Coalition is also examining the book White Fragility by Robin
DiAngelo and providing chapter summaries that are presented in an
impartial way with a suggestion for action following the ideas discussed
in that chapter. This work can be found in the parish bulletin on the St.
Thomas the Apostle website.
I would also like to turn your attention to the profiles of prominent
Black individuals whom have made an impact on the fight for racial
equality in the United States that have been published in the parish
bulletin each week of February. The lives of these persons provide an
example of how people from every walk of life – like ourselves – can
make a difference. *If you would be interested in making a difference
through joining the Racial Justice Committee, please speak with me in
the Narthex after Mass, send me an email, or give me a call about
possible involvement.
Through these and other opportunities, we hope that these 40 days of
Lent can be used to EDUCATE ourselves on what can be done as a faith
community in the strive for Racial Justice. As we heard in the First
Reading today, God has established a covenant with us and all living
beings. Being baptized into this covenant with Christ and our Creator,
we have the responsibility to care for all of creation, all of our brothers
and sisters. And no ACTION can be taken without first educating
ourselves – individually and communally.
So as we journey to the Cross with Jesus this Lenten season, let us help
be facilitators for the changes needed to eradicate Racial Injustices. Let
us not just rely on others to solve this problem that affect us all – as we
are ALL the body of Christ.
Thank you.

