CONTINUE THE CELEBRATION

Please join us on Sunday, October 4, as we celebrate Mass in honor of Saint
Francis of Assisi.

Masses will be celebrated at 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:15 AM, and 6:00 PM. Each
of the three morning Masses will be followed by a reception in the gym with re-
freshments and opportunities to learn more about Saint Francis and Saint Clare.
Please note that there will not be a reception following the 6:00 PM Mass.

At 1:00 PM, we will gather at the parish labyrinth for the Blessing of Animals.
All are welcome to bring their pets as we give thanks for the gift of creation and
the creatures entrusted to our care.

We hope you will join us as our parish continues to celebrate the witness of Saint
Francis and his invitation to live the Gospel with peace, simplicity, care for crea-
tion, and fraternity.

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF SAINT FRANCIS
January 10, 2026-January 10, 2027

During this jubilee year, St. Thomas the Apostle invites our parish community to
follow the example of Saint Francis through four themes:

Peacemaking

Simplicity and poverty of spirit
Care for creation

Fraternity

Peace and all good!

Credit: Cover art of the Transitus, Sr. Kay Francis Berger, osf. (1933-2017)

THE TRANSITUS
OF
SAINT FRANCIS

Grieving Together beneath the Cross

Saturday, October 3, 2026 | 6:15 PM
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church

Naperville, Illinois




WELCOME!

Welcome to St. Thomas the Apostle as we gather to commemorate the Transitus
of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Transitus 1s a Latin word meaning “passage.” Each year on the evening of Octo-
ber 3, the Franciscan family gathers to remember Saint Francis’s passage from
earthly life into the fullness of life with God. Francis died at the Portiuncula on
October 3, 1226, surrounded by his brothers. As his life drew to a close, he lis-
tened to the Gospel, praised God with all creation, blessed his companions, and
entrusted himself to God’s mercy.

This observance holds special meaning as we approach the eight-hundredth anni-
versary of Francis’s death and continue our parish’s Jubilee Year of Saint Fran-
cis. Throughout this year, Francis has invited us to follow Christ through peace-
making, simplicity, care for creation, and fraternity. Tonight, he teaches us how
to face death with faith and remain close to one another in grief.

Our parish has experienced many deaths in a relatively short period of time.
Some who gather tonight carry the pain of a recent loss. Others live with grief
that has accompanied them for years. Some mourn a peaceful death; others carry
unanswered questions or words left unspoken.

Tonight, we bring all of this beneath the Cross of Christ. Through Scripture,
prayer, music, silence, and the story of Francis’s passing, we remember those
whom we love and entrust them again to God. During the service, all will be in-
vited to venerate the San Damiano Cross with a bow, a touch, or another simple
gesture of reverence. Those who prefer may remain in their pews and pray from
their places.

Thank you for joining us. May this time of prayer remind us that we do not carry
our grief alone, that love is stronger than death, and that nothing can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Saint Francis Committee
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

PRESIDER: May the God of hope fill us with peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.

May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Ho-
ly Spirit.

ALL: Amen.

DEACON: Go in peace. Remain close to Christ and close to one another.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

The ministers and assembly depart in silence.

ABOUT THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS

The San Damiano Cross is the icon before which Saint Francis prayed when he
heard Christ call him: “Francis, go and repair my house.” Francis first under-
stood this as a call to rebuild the small church of San Damiano. Over time, he
discovered a deeper call to help renew the Church by living the Gospel with
simplicity, humility, and love.

The original cross still hangs in Assisi. Its image of the risen Christ bears the
wounds of the Crucifixion while proclaiming that death has been overcome. As
we pray before the San Damiano Cross tonight, we entrust our wounds and the
people we love to the crucified and risen Lord.



Jesus Christ, Yesterday, Today and Forever
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FINAL PRAYER AT THE CROSS

When the veneration is complete, the music gives way to silence. Please stand.

PRESIDER: Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

from the Cross you drew Saint Francis

into the mystery of your self-giving love.

Receive all whom we entrust to you this night.
Console those who mourn,

strengthen those who accompany them,

and make our parish a place where sorrow is shared,
memories are cherished, and hope is kept alive.

As we go from this place,

teach us to recognize you in every wounded person
and to bear one another’s burdens

with patience and love.

For you live and reign for ever and ever.

ALL: Amen.

PRELUDE

As we enter the church, we allow the quiet to gather our memories, our grief, and
the people whom we carry in our hearts. We prepare to remain together beneath
the Cross.

Please stand when the opening song begins. During the song, Franciscan sisters
and associates carry candles in procession and place them before the San Dami-
ano Cross.

OPENING SONG Make Me A Channel of Your Peace
Temple

1 Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

2 Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, only light,
And where there’s sadness, ever joy.

3 Oh, Master, grant that [ may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console.
To be understood as to understand.
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

4 Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive,
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.



CALL TO PRAYER

PRESIDER: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.

PRESIDER: The God of compassion, who is close to the brokenhearted and
raises the dead to life, be with you all.

ALL: And with your spirit.

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO PRAYER

On the eve of the Feast of Saint Francis, we remember his passing from earthly
life into the fullness of life with God. We also make room for the grief carried
within our families, our parish, and our world. We do not come to explain death
or hurry one another toward consolation. We come to remain together beneath
the Cross, trusting in the crucified and risen Christ.

OPENING PRAYER

NAMING OUR GRIEF

Grief rarely comes to us one loss at a time. One death may awaken the memory of
another, and sorrow can accumulate quietly until we discover that we are carry-
ing more than we knew. In this reflection, we acknowledge the many forms of
grief present among us and entrust them to the love of God.

Music during the Veneration

Nothing Can Ever Come Between Us
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESIDER: With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, and confi-
dent that we are held together in Christ, let us pray in the
words our Savior gave us.

ALL:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. Amen.

VENERATION OF THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS

At San Damiano, Francis heard Christ call him from the Cross. Throughout his
life, Francis returned to the poor and crucified Christ, in whom every human
wound is received and transformed by love.

Tonight, we bring to this Cross our memories, our weariness, our questions, and
the names held silently within our hearts. We do not venerate suffering itself. We
venerate Jesus Christ, who entered fully into suffering and death, who remains
beside every grieving person, and whose Resurrection promises that death will
not have the final word.

All are invited to come forward to venerate the Cross with a bow, a touch, or an-
other simple gesture of reverence. Those who prefer may remain in their pews
and venerate the Cross from their places. Please come forward as directed by the
ministers. No one should feel obligated to approach.

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE
PRESIDER: After each invocation, our response is:
ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For the members of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish who have died, and whose presence
helped form this community of faith:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For our parents, spouses, children, relatives, and friends whose absence we feel in the or-
dinary moments of our lives:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For those who died after a long illness, and for those who accompanied them with pa-
tience and love:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For those whose deaths came suddenly or tragically, leaving questions that remain unan-
swered:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.
For those who died alone, far from home, or separated from those they loved:
ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For those whose deaths were not fully mourned, and for grief that has remained hidden or
unspoken:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For all who have died through war, violence, poverty, disaster, neglect, or indifference:
ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

For all the faithful departed, known to us and known only to God:

ALL: Hold them in your peace, O Lord.

A period of silence is kept.



LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD

Saint Paul assures us that no suffering, power, or even death itself can separate us from the love of God
revealed in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39

Psalm: We Will Rest in You
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Si-lent-ly, peace-ful-ly, we will rest in you.

REMEMBERING THE PASSING OF SAINT FRANCIS

The Franciscan family traditionally gathers on the evening of October 3 to hear
the account of Francis’s final days and his passage into eternal life. We listen
with the sorrow of his companions, with gratitude for the witness of his life, and
with hope in the promise of the Resurrection.

“Welcome, my Sister Death.”

Sister Dawn and Sister Alice of the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters proclaim the ac-
count of the passing of Saint Francis.

At the conclusion of the account, the memorial candle near the image of Francis
is extinguished. The San Damiano Cross remains illuminated, proclaiming that
Christ remains our light. A full minute of silence is kept.

REFLECTION

Sister Jeanne Bessette, OSF

Musical Reflection:

We Remember
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.



